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Lay, rehglous women Form community

“Jennifer Burke/Catholic Courier

Jenn Owens planned to become a
full-time student at St. Bernard's
School of Theology and Ministry in
the fall semester of 2004, eventually
earning her master’s degree in pas-
toral studies.

She had a problem, however —the
school is in Pittsford and she lives

. more than an hour away in Auburn.

Unless she wanted a long commute
to and from school each day, Owens
would have to try to find an afford-
able place to live in Rochester.
While talking to Sister of Mercy
Kathleen Wayne several months ago,
she learned of a housing alternanve
— McAuley House. '
McAuley House is a new commu-
nity: of six Catholic women who live
in the rectory building of Rochester’s
Blessed Sacrament Parish. A joint
effort of the parish and the Sisters of
Mercy of Rochester, the community

is made up of two Sisters of Mercy -

and four lay, young-adult women. In
return for reduced rent, the women

~ each spend 10 hours a week working

with different ministries in the
parish community.

“I decided it was a reaily great ex-
perience because I know [ want to do

" ‘ministry and I'm hoping to become a

pastoral associate. For me it’s awe-
some because I get cheap rent and I
get to be involved in a parish,”

- Owens said. .
Sister Wayne, the house’s director,
' said she has dreamed of starting

such a community for several years.
After talking with Jamie Fazio,
Blessed Sacrament’s pastoral associ-
até, she realized the parish might
help make that dream come true.

- The proposal received an enthusias-

tic-response from the parish and fi-
nance councils and the parish staff,
said Father Robert Kennedy, pastor.
Once the proposal was approved, the
parish and the Sisters of Mercy split
the cost of renovating the third and
part of the second floors of the rec-
tory building, which is no longer
used to house priests. ,
McAuley House is not meant to be
a recruitment tool for the Sisters of ©

Colleen Whlte/Cathohc Courier

Four Catholic young-adult women and two Sisters of Mercy of Rochester.
have created a new community, McAuley House, which is located in the rec-
tory of Rochester’s Blessed Sacrament Parish. On Nov. 16, three of the
community’s members —- Jenn Owens (from left), Sister Estelie Martin,

RSM, and Sister Kathleen ‘Wayne,’ RSM gather together to pray.

Mercy, Sister Wayne said. It was’

founded as a way for the Sisters of
Mercy to live in community with lay
women and for the group to share
their gifts with each other and the
community. ‘

Community hvmg, 51mple life
prayer and service are the four guid-
ing principles of McAuley House,
added Sister Wayne, who also serves

_ as vocations director for the Sisters

“ven right into the house,”

of Mercy of Rochester.

“Because it’s a project of the Sis-
ters of Mercy, the values and tradi-
tions of the Sisters of Mercy are wo-

Wayne said. “There’s something to
be said about the value of communi-

_ty life and the simple life. I think that

young adults today are kind of de-
sirous of those values.”

Owens, who has been living in the
McAuley House community since

late September, said living simply -

ltas so far been rewarding, although
occasionally takes 4 little extra
thought and effort. For example,
when her turn came to do the week-
ly grocery -shopping, she had to
choose foods and brands carefully in
order to stay within the community’s
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Sister

grocery budget of $125 a week. Liv-
ing in community with the other

women has also been rewardmg, she -

added.

“We're all Christian women. We all
believe in the Gospel. We all want to
do work in the church and spread the

Gospel. We all have the goal of want- |
. Ing to help the parish out,”

Owens
said. “We share that bond,.and as a
Catholicand a Chrxsnan you respect
“each other.”

All six women gather together
Tuesday and Saturday evenings to
pray, Owens said. The women regard
prayer as a priority and make time
for it in schedules that are already
jam-packed, since all of the women

are either employed or registered -

with an educational program.

The women also work with a vari-

ety of ministries within Blessed
Sacrament, including faith forma-
| tion and music and young:adult min-

i istries. For the most part, members

YoungAdult

of the McAuley House community
are assigned to différent ministries
depending-on their individual gifts
and talents, Sister Wayne said. All of
the women, however, work with the-
Blessed Sacrament Supper Program,
serving meals to the neighborhood’s
low-income residents. This was a
néw but necessary experience for
some of the women, Sister Wayne
said:

“Service isn’t always going to be
something that we're comfortable
with. Sometimes we’ll have to
stretch,” she explained.

. McAuley House residents spent
their first night in their new home
Sept. 24, and thé following month
was spent becoming accustomed to
and involved with Blessed Sacra-
ment’s various ministries. Their
presence in the parish.community is

already making a difference, Father )

Kennedy said.
“Every indication is that this is go-
ing to be a wonderful gift to our

parish and the wider neighborhood

community,” he said. “They bring a
great spirituality to the parish.”
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| Experience a Catholic Mass in

- Rochester's Most Beautiful Church |

Came join us in the rich tradition of an English liturgy Warship amid 1890's
stained glass windows, priceless Teligious relics. listen to hymns play=d
on our recently refurbished 1903 pipe organ with brass accompaniment.
Ample parking behind the Parish Hall via Clifford Ave.
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Eastman School Choir - December 5 & 12
. Christ*Church Handbell Choir - TBA .,
‘Music of Palestrina, V. Williams, Battern, Handel,

Manz, DiLasso & Ord
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