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ue of forgiveness? Yes, we 
have to stop those who hurt 
others, but do we have to kill 
them? Last I cheqked, thou 
shalt not kill was one of the 
pretty important command­
ments. 

Although I came upon 
these values partly because 
of my Catholic roots, it 
seems to me that many of 
them are just "human val­
ues" that are shared by most 
people, regardless of their 
religion. If this administra­
tion is going to make deci­
sions based on their Christ­
ian faith, then I hope they 
take a hard look at all the 
teachings of Jesus. In my es­
timation, they have missed 
some key ones. 

Karen Crowe 
Antlers Drive, Brighton 

War in Iraq 
not 'pro-life' 
lb the editor: 

UNICEF and the World 
Health Organization report­
ed some time ago that more 
than one million Iraqi civil­
ians died during the postwar 
1990s as a result of the eco­
nomic sanctions. They re­
port that most of the Iraqi 
dead were children under • 
the age of five. About 6,000 
children died each month 
because of the sanctions. Al­
so the bombings arid straf-
ings by the United States 
and Great Britain air forces 
added to the Iraqi disaster. 

We must ask President 
Bush why we are bombing 
Baghdad neighborhoods 
again and again these days. 

Our victims include Iraqi 
children, women, pregnant 
women and families. These 
bombings and the invasion 
of Iraq are identified as ille­
gal by international law and 
the U.N. Are we acting as a 
Super Power Terrorist? On­
ly the U.S. people can stop 
this illegal immoral war. 
How can we say we are pro-
life when we bomb Iraqi 
children, pregnant women 
and families?.If this hap­
pened to us, would we call it 
collateral damage, which is 
an illegal oxymoron? 

War aborts human life 
outside the womb and inside 
the womb. Peace recognizes 
the sanctity of all life. 
Catholic Christian Faith, all 
Christian Faith — followers 
of Christ — are inspired by 
His teaching that we love 
God with all our being and 
love our neighbor as our­
selves.These are impera­
tives via Jesus. 

Do unto others as we 
would have them do Unto us 
— another of Jesus' impera­
tives relevant to us today. 
Would we believe bombing 
our families and treasures 
are justified because of the 
SINS of our political leader­
ship? What, are we doing to 
the Iraqi people? There tru­
ly are better ways. We have 
Peace within each, of us — 
let's get to work! Share 
Peace! 

The road to a nation's san­
ity begins with praying for 
peace and .then following 
through over and over 
again. -

Marie L. and Deacon 
Eugene C. Fuerst 

Simpson Road, Rochester 

Laws should support 
the common good 

Peter Finley Dunne, an 
Irish immigrant to the Unit­
ed States, was the author of 
a. popular, nationally syndi­
cated column that satirized, 
through the lips of his fic­
tional Mr. Dooley, the rich 
and powerful and denounc­
ed, among other things, 
racism, the Spanish-Ameri­
can war and the U.S. Su­
preme Court. 

Mr. Dooley once said, "Re­
ligion is a quare thing. Be it­
self it's all right. ... Alone it 
prepares a man f'r a better 
life. Combined with polly-
ticks it hurries him to it." 

Dunne's sentiments are 
probably shared by millions 
of Americans. Millions of 
others, such as evangelical 
Protestants and conserva­
tive Catholics, would not 
share Mr. Dooley's point of 
view or his sense of humor, 
of which they seem to have 
precious little. 

They insist that people of 
faith have as much right to 
participate in the political 
process as any other citi­
zens. If they think that their 
moral values, based solely 
on their own understanding 
of God's will, ought to be 
embodied in law or puhlic 
policy, they have every right 
to try to make that case. 

But they are no more cor­
rect than a Catholic bishop 
who might decide to run for 
the U.S. Senate. There would 
be no constitutional prohibi­
tion against such a Candida-, 
cy. The question, however, is 
whether it would be prudent. 

James Madison, a Found­
ing Father and our fourth 
president, warned against 

FatherRichardMcBrien 

Essays in Theology 

factionalism as the great en­
emy of the public peace. He 
defined a factidn as "a num­
ber of citizens, whether 
amounting to a majority or a 
minority of the whole, who 
are united and actuated by 
some common impulse of 

, passion, or of interest, ad­
verse to .the rights of. other 
citizens, or to the permanent 
and aggregate interests of 
the community" (Federalist 
Paper, No. 10). 

He specifically included 
religious groups. The'anti-
dote to religious factional­
ism, he wrote, is the mul­
tiplicity of religious groups 
within a (lower-case) repub­
lican form of government. 

. Applying Madison's view 
to this year's election, the ex­
ercise of political muscle by 
evangelical Protestants 
would most effectively be 
countered, not by a political 
party, but by other religious 
groups, particularly other 
Christian churches. 

"Faith" is not the private 
preserye of Christians, nor 
is Christianity the private 
preserve of evangelical, fun­
damentalist and Pentecostal 
Protestants. They are as dif­
ferent from Lutheranism, 

Methodism, Presbyterian-
ism and New England Con­
gregationalism as Mel Gib­
son's form of Catholicism is 
from the mainstream Cath : 

olicism of Vatican II. 
Religious groups can best 

support republican govern­
ment by distinguishing be­
tween moral values ground­
ed in their own confessional 
understanding of revelation, 
contained in the Bible and/or 
teachings of the church, and 
moral values whose validity 
can be established by rea­
soning and arguments unre­
lated to sacred texts and doc­
trines. 

In the public forum, the 
only arguments that should 
bear on the framing of laws 
and governmental policies 
are those which are intelligi­
ble and persuasive even to 
citizens who have no sacred 
texts and doctrines. In a plu­
ralistic society, laws and 
constitutional amendments 
that woufd regulate the con­
duct of minorities — be they 
religious, racial, ethnic or 
sexual — should only be ap­
proved if society judges 

° them to be truly conducive 
to the common good. 

God should have nothing 
explicitly to do with the ' 
process. A Christian group's 
convictions about the divine 
will can be judged by anoth­
er Christian group as a form 
of heresy or fanaticism. . 

In the end, who speaks for 
Christian values and for 
Christianity itself? 

Father McBrien is a profes­
sor of theology at the Uni­
versity of Notre Dame. 
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The Catholic Courier provides space for readers to express opinions on all sides 
of the issues. We welcome original, signed letters about current issues affecting 
church life. 

Although we cannot publish every letter we receive, we seek to provide a bal­
anced representation of expressed opinions and a variety of reflections on life in 
the church. We will choose letters based on likely reader interest, timeliness and 
a sense of fair play. Our discerning readers may determine whether to agree or 
disagree with the opinions expressed. 

Letters must not exceed 300 words. Anonymous letters and the use of pseudo­
nyms are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters for legal and other 
concerns. With respect to errors in submitted text, we will correct spelling only. 

Mail letters to: Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624 or e-mail 
to letters@catholicqourier.com. Please include your full name, phone number and 
complete address for verification. 
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