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ACROSS 
1 Head of the Catholic 

Church 
5 ALFS probably arrive 

in these 
9 Knights' attendants 
14 Mr. Greenspan 
15 What Andrew and 

Peter used in their 
trade 

16 One of the seven 
deadly sins ' > 

17 Refer to a Bible pas­
sage 

18 Enter through the nar­
row _ ( M t 7:13) 

19 Winged 
20 Always 
22 Dodged 
23 Joined 
24 Paper measures 
26 Connecticut university 
28 Aids 
32 Alphabet string 
35 Type of musician David 

was 
37 Gemstone 
38 Transport 
40 Long-tailed rodent 
41 Garden tempter 
42 Hip bones 
43 Attractive 
45 Sea of Exodus 
46 Our Sunday 
48 Sign of a bishop's 

office 
50 Capital of Tibet • 
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60 
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52 Grinding teeth 
56 Yellow root vegetable 
59 Football field 
61 Officer in a monastic 

• order, usually below 
abbot , 

62 High-class 
63 Major 
64 Capital of Jordan 
65 Fencing sword 
66 Jacob's twin 

The sower planted 
these in Jesus' parable 
Comedian Foxx 
Lease 

67 

68 
69 

DOWN 
in Terris 

The dove returned to 
Noah with an 
branch 

Noster 
Vigor 
Atheistic 

of the Lord 
Aquatic mammal 

8 Wind direction 
9 Book of the Bible 
10 Reference • 
11 Prod 
12 Major ending 
13 Storage shelter 
21 -mouthed 
22 Direction Jesus trav­

eled from Jerusalem to 
the Jordan 

25 Most solemn Christian 

feast 
27 Syllabus of >,. 
29 Practice boxing 
30 " this and eat it 

..J" (Mt 26:26) 
31 Child's winter toy 
32 204 to Caesar 
33 Spanish surrealist 

painter 
34 Greek goddess of strife 
36 " the way, the _ 

truth and the life ..." (Jn 
14:6) 

39 A good purchase in 
Monopoly™ 

41 Church council 
43 Joseph ha*d one of 

many colors 
44 Confined 
47 Jesus was humiliated . 

with a crown of 
49 Unpowered aircraft 

' 51 Christian love 
53 "Out on the lawn there 

such a clatter..." 
(Twas the Night Before 
Christmas) 

54 Catholic Church 
55 Pig's nose 
56 IRS experts 
57 Fighting forced to 

Jacques 
58 The of the 

Ancient Mariner 
60 Regretted 
62 Pronoun 

Answers on page B14 (No. 45) 

:..JiQtiiS'ChrOJltideAnswers fromvageMjS: 
i~. Saul, 2. (itpliath, 3. Solomon) 4..tepipte,5. ravens, 6. chariot; 7. oil 

at do Catholics 
believe about limbo? 

Q. Your recent answer concerning 
the church's regulations for delay­
ing baptism jvas helpful.As a deacon 
working with our parish baptism 
team, however, I believe it would 
have been good to say something 
about limbo, which I'm sure is a con­
cern to some readers of your col­
umn. We don't hear much about tha t ' 
Catholic belief anymore. (New York) 

A. It's true we hear little about lim­
bo (Latin for "fringe" or "border"), 
but for good reason. While some 
Catholics still think of it, along with 
heaven and hell, las a third possible 
"place to go" after death, the fact is 
the church never had much to say,of-
ficially on the subject. 

For centuries Christians assumed 
that God took care of deceased un-
baptized infants in his own way. 

Limbo later became the subject of 
heated argument when a heretical 
sect called Jansenists taught that all 
infants dying without baptism Were 
condemned eternally to hell.' 

In 1794 Pope Pius VI condemned 
this theory. He said, in effect, that 
though one may believe in a limbo, a* 
"middle state" between heaven and 
heH, and still be a CaJholic, that is not 
Catholic teaching (Errors of the Syn­
od of Pistoia, No. 26). This remains 
the only significant mention of lim­
bo in any Catholic document. 

c As you note, one seldom hears the 
word any more. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, which touches 
on everything seriously connected 
with Catholic faith, doesn't mention 
it. The reason seems to be that lim­
bo implies some sort of two-tiered fi­
nal goal for human beings: One is 
eternal life with God, the other a 
"natural" happiness apart from God 
(limbo) where people "go" who 
through no fault of their own do not 
reach the top level. 
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Question Corner 

Catholic faith and the-catechism 
clearly teach otherwise. There is on­
ly one final goal, one desire for hap­
piness for all humanity — life with 
and in the God who created us. We 
•may attain that goal, or we may re­
ject it by our own fault, but there is 
no half-happiness somewhere in be- • 
tween.' 

God has, by creation and redemp­
tion in Christ, raised us to share in 
his life far beyond our^natural ca­
pacity. Having done this, there is no , 
going back, no reintroducing of an • 
eternal half-way house for any mem- '. • 
bers of the human family. . 

It is good for people to realize that % 
there is no authentic Catholic teach- ? 
ing about limbo. Whatever myster­
ies we must negotiate in exploring . 

. questions about what happens to the % 
unbaptized, we will need to find j 
those answers without resorting to •;' 
spmething called limbo. * " 

As Pope John Paul II has ex­
plained often, those answers are ;• 
found in the genuine and reassur- \ 
ing teachingsof our Catholic faith ^ 
about God and our relationship with 2 
him. '' 

Father John Dietzen lis a columnist ; 
for Catholic News Service. Ques­
tions may be sent to him at Box 325, 
Peoria, IL 61651, or e-mail jjdiet 
zen@aol.com. 

The HELP LINK Personal 
Emergency Alert System 
is like having someone 
there 24 hours a day. 
The system connects fo your existing telephone, no additional 
line is needed. Your only cost is a one time charge to install 
the system and a low monthly rental charge of s 1 8 . 0 0 
1or the equipment and monitoring. 
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HELPyLINK Call today for information 

585-461-6566 or 1-800-664-7613 
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