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Answers on page B1_2 (No. 44)

Must cancer patlen
agree to treatmentg?

Q. Can you tell me what are my
obligations ;to accept or refuse
treatment for cancer? What must

we do to prolong life, if anything? -
The doctor says my condition is not

hopeful, and he is uncertain about
how effective chemotherapy will
be. I am old and have no pressing
family responsibilities. (New York)

A. We need to begin, of course, as
you already have, by acknowledg-
ing that, while life is a sacréd and
awesome gift from God, death is
for us not an absolute evil. We be-
lieve the end of this earthly life is
not the end of existence; thus we do
not cling frantically to every addi-
tional.moment, regardless of the
COst or consequences to ourselves

and others.

Christian faithesand the teachings
we have learned about how to live
a Christ-centered life say much

about the questions we must reflect

on at times like this. The concerns
you have, which are shared by
everyone in similar circumstances,
basically revolve around two
words, “benefit” and “burden.”

What benefits will a partictlar

therapy, whatever it be, bring to
you, your family and perhaps oth-
ers? At best, or worst, what are the
reasonable expectations? What
likelihood of success does your
team of physicians offer? What is
the best medical probability of how
results might turn out for you?
These- questions must be
weighed along with the burdens in-
volved. Today; costs of medical
care for catastrophic illnesses eas-
ily reach into-hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. What does this do
finéncially to y‘:ouAr family or other
loved ones when balanced against
the expectations of success? Con-
sidering your age and responsibili-

1ties, is the sheer pain involved rea-

‘FathedohnDiaetzen f

Question Corner |

sonably worth the b_eneflts you;
might expect? Consider the other;
physical and psychologigal bur-i
dens on yourself and those arountd'
you. How might your decision af-:
fect your chances for anything like!
a reasonably normal humap life?  :
I recognize these are heavy, al-|
most brutal questions. But we must;

deal with them when faced as you;
are with decisions about “extraor-!

dinary” ways of regaining or main-
taining physical health.
You say you are older, your chil-

.dren are grown and you have no

significant family responsibilities.
Your answer 1o these questions will
therefore dlffer from those of a
younger mother or father with
young children.

In any case you don't need to be
an expert in moral theology to ar-
rive at good honest answers. With
the help of those dear to you. and
maybe others whose wisdom you
trust, pray about it and think it
through as best you can in the l]gnt

of faith and good sense. Then" be .

peaceful with your decisions, and

plaee yourself in the mermfulYan
loving hands of God.

[
Father John Dietzenisac lumhist

for Catholic News Servide. Ques-
tions may be sent to him at Box 325,
Peoria, IL 61651, or e-mail )jélze‘t
zen@aol.com. ‘

Kids’Chronu

cle answers from page B16:

Answer 1. peace,z parable, 3. Paul, 4. Pentecost, S. Peter,

- 6. psalms,

7. prophet 8. prayer.

The HELP LINK Personal
Emergency Alert System
is like having someone |
there 24 hours a day.

_The system connects to your existing telephone, no additional ;
line 1s needed. Your only cost 1s a one time! charge to install
the system and a low monthly fental charge of *18. 00

for the equipment and momtorlng e

-&Poovie

Call today for information

585-461-6566 or 1-800-664-7613 :
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