
B16 

S 

Jesus teaches about praying humbly BibieAccent 
Joe Sarnicola/Con iributing writer 
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Jesus, looked into the hearts of 
the people who had come to hear 
him preach. He knew there were 
those with sorrow and sickness, 
happiness and health. He also knew 
there would be a few who believed 
they were better or more righteous 
than everyone else. Jesus decided 
to tell a story about those selfish 
and arrogant people in the crowd. 

"Two people went up to the tern 
pie area to pray," Jesus said. "One 
was a Pharfsee and the other was a 
tax collector." To emphasize his 
words, Jesus grabbed the front of 
his robe with his hands, tipped his 
head back so he would appear to be 
looking down.at the people, and he. 
cleared his throat" with exaggera- ' 
tion. 

"The Pharisee took up his posi
tion and spoke this prayer: "O God, 
I thank you that I am not like the 
rest of huYnanity — greedy, dishon
est, adulterous — or evtin like this 
tax collector.'" Jesus, still acting, 
pretended to turn away from the 
tax collector of his story. Most of 
the people watching laughed. A few 
did hot, just as Jesus expected. Je
sus continued by keeling down and 
raising his arms up, high. '"I fast 
twice a week, and I pay titheson my 
whole income.'" 

Jesus knew that tax collectors 
were not very popular with the peo
ple, because taxes made raising a 
family difficult and expensive. He 
stood up and bowed his head. "Rut 
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the tax collector stood off at. a dis
tance and would not even raise his 
eyes to heaven'but beat his breast 
and prayed ' 0 God, be merciful to 
me a sinner.'" Jesus paused to let 
the people listening think about 
what the tax collector had said. 

Then Jesus addressed the crowd 
of people directly. "I tell you the 
(tax collector) went home justified, 
,not the (Pharisee); for everyone 
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who exalts himself will,be hum
bled, and the one who huir/bles him
self will be exalted." 

After Jesus had finished speak
ing, people brought their children 
to him, hoping that he would bless' 
them. The disciples did not like to 
see so many children trying to be 
near Jesus, so they tried to prevent 
any more of them from coming up. 
But Jesus said, "Let the children 
come to me and do not prevent 

• them; for the kingdom of God be
longs to such as these. ... Whoever 
does not accept the kingdom of God 
like a child will not enter it." 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Luke 18. 

Q&A 
1 Who were the two men who 

prayed in the story Jesus told? 
What did Jesus say about chil
dren? 

When Jesus was born in Israel, 
the Romanjarmy occupied the ter
ritory, but (the Jews were allowed 
to practice! their religion. Within 
the Jewish) community were sev
eral groups that differed in the 
way they interpreted Scripture. 

The Hasidim. believed in a very 
strict and literal following of the 
religious law, called the Torah. 

The Pharisees were even more 
strict about obeying the Law, both 
written and oral, and were critical 
of people who did not believe as 
they did. They often challenged 
the teachings and actions of Jesus. 

The Sadducees believed that on
ly the first five books of the Old 
Testament, called the Pentateuch, 
were the true laws of God. 

The scribes, who could read and 
write, wrote down the laws to pre
serve them and eventually be
came interpreters of the laws. Be
cause many of the scribes were 
members of the Sanhedrin, they 
had powerful influence in the gov
ernment of Israel. 

St. Keyne 
St Keyne was one of 24 children 

of a Welsh king: She became a 
very attractive young woman, but 
had no desire to marry. 

Wanting to lead a life of prayer 
and solitude, she crossed the Sev
ern River and lived in a forest. She • 
did not live entirely as a hermit. 
She often traveled and established 
several prayer chapels. 

Her nephew, St. Cadoc, tried to 
persuade her to come back to 
Wales. She agreed to do so after 
receiving a visit; from an angel 
who told her to go back to Wales. 

She built a small house at the 
foot of a mountain near a stream. 
Many people were then healed by 
its waters. Keyne told her nephew 
"in this place die name of the Lord 
shall be blessed forever." 

We remember her on Oct. 8. 

Puzzle 
The answers to all of the following definitions are words that begin with 

the letter P. Can you guess them all correctly? Answers on page B17. 
1. No war. p _ _ _ ;_ 
2. A story; " P _ _ _ _ _ _ 
3. He was also named Saul. P _ _ _ 
4. Holy Spirit first came. P _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
5. A fishing disciple. P _ _ _ _ . 
6. Old Testament songs. P _ _ _ _ _ 
7. God's messenger. P _ _ _ _ _ _ 
8. Talking to God. P _ _ _ _ _ 

CORRECTION 
An incorrect birth date for St. Catherine of Genoa was listed on the 
Courier's September Kids' Chronicle page. She was borri in 1447. 


