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James Maxwell follows his CLE be-

liefs in many end-of-life situations in

“his role as Rochester General Hos-

pital’'s chief of neurosurgery.
Maxwell said he has adhered to CLE
standards “top to bottom, beginning
to end, 365 days a year, full-court
press,” throughout his three decades
as a doctor.

“I believe Christ’s message is very
simple — do unto others, the Good
Samaritan,” said Maxwell, a parish-
ioner of St. Louis in Pittsford. “It’s
amazing — if you spend enough time
with people, you get to a sense of
what’s the right thing to do.”

When dealing with serious braig
injuries, Maxwell is legally boun
respect advance directives — sfig-
cific instructions outlining wi
medical treatment a patient woujd
receive if he or she became inca-
pacitated. He also follows Catholic
teaching on dying as stated in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church,
No. 2278: “Discontinuing medical
procedures that are burdensome;
dangerous, extraordinary, or dispro-
portionate to the expected outcome -
can be legitimate.”

“Assisted suicide is wrong; ac-
tively ending life is wrong. But I
think it’s quite proper to. get out of .
the way of nature,” Maxwell re-
marked. - _ )

Maxwell acknowledged that in-
stances have come up where “I did
have to excuse myself” — he de-

“clined to elaborate — when placed in

their families, noting that he avoids
misunderstanding by setting ground
rules early on. For instance, he
makes clear that he won’t hasten
death by administering a fatal drug
overdose ala Jack Kevorkian.

The Spauldings, also, say they es-
tablish communication with patients
by making their stances known up
front. “A woman shouldn’t come in-
to our practice expecting to get
birth-control pills,” said Theresa
Spaulding, who currently works

Jpart-time at the Montour Falls prac-
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Taesday. October 26. 2004, 700 - 8:30 pm

ROCHESTER:

hours away,” Theresa said.

. St Bernard's School of Theology and Ministry.

SYRACUSE:

WATKINS GLEN:

20 French Rd.
Wednesday. October 27, 2004,
The Spiritual Renewal Center, 1118 Court Strect
saturday. October 30. 2004, 10:00 - 11730 am
St. Mary's of the Lake. 905 Decatur street

~:00 - 8:30 pm

Monday, November 1, 2004

SIT IN ON A CLASS NIGHT
St. Bernard's; 120 French Rd., Rochester:

American Catholicism -
The Spiritual Life -

6:00 10 9:00 pm
6:30 to 9:00 pm

Pastoral Care and Counscling - 6730 10 9 30 pm

The Grieving Child -

P

All events arefree but 1(»1¢ must pre- reglsfer by calling (585) 2

630 10 900 pm
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ST.BERNARD’S

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY

120 French Road- Rochester, NY 14618:
For more information call Mr. Tom McDade Clay, Director of
Admissions and Recruitment (585) 271-3657 ext. 289
or by ¢-mail at tmcdadeclay@stbernards.edu

on the web ot www.stbernards.edu
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