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Ending ‘crisis’ in a crisis pregnancy

Rob Cullivarx/Catholic Courier

Tori Cooney, 18 months old, pre-

* sented her visitor with a sock and a
.teddy bear.

Her mother, Marie A. Cooney, is a
divorced mother of two other chil-
dren. She noted that Tori’s addition
to her family was ‘“unplanned.”

. When she found herself pregnant,

the Irondequoit resident rejected
the idea of abortion, however.

“I knew it was an option, but it did-
n't seem a morally correct option,”
she said.

But she also realized she needed

support. So she turned to Birthright,.
"a crisis-pregnancy agency that op-

erates throughout the Diocese of
Rochester. Cooney also sdid she was

-aided by Women's Care Center (for-

merly Problem Pregnancy Help

Center) in Rochester, as well as Eliz-

abeth Ministry of St. Louis Parish in

Pittsford.

As Cooney learned, there are
many services throughout the dio-
cese for women in crisis-pregnancy
situations. Services are available,
for example, through diocesan
Catholic Charities. And such min-
istries as diocesan Hispanic Migrant
Ministry "have assisted pregnant
women as-well

Meanwhile, a number of parishes
noted that they have supported
mothers and mothers to be with ma-
terial and spiritual aid. Dozens of
parishes, clusters, organizations
campus ministries and pastoral-
planning groups have signed the
diocesan “Pledge For Life,” which
commits them to serve people strug-
glmg with crisis-pregnancy situa-

- Mike Crupi/Cathoiic Courier

Marle Cooney of lrondequoit gets a kISS from her 18-month-old daughter,
Tori. Cooney says she turned to Birthright for emotional support during her

unplanned pregnancy.

tions. For information on the Pledge
For Life, visit www.dor.org/chari-

ties/CLE/pledgeforlifeparishes.htm.

Services include the following.

* Birthright can be reached at
800/550-4900.

» The Stephen Ministry of Church
of the Resurrection in Fairport min-
isters to women in crisis pregnan-
cies and those experiencing other
situations, including miscarriages
abortions and adoptions. Call
585/223-5500, ext. 6. ’

¢ Catholic Charities of the Finger
Lakes has programs serving moth-
ers and fathers. Call 315/789-2686
exti 335

¢ Guardian Angels Parish in Hen-
rietta has partnered with Compdss-

Care, a crisis-pregnancy agency in
Rochester, to provide material and
spiritual support to mothers. Call
585/334-1412. CompassCare can be
reached at 585/232-2350.

¢ The Newman Center at the State

University of New York at Brock- -

port hosts a chapter of Birthright,
which can be contacted at 585/637-
9010. Margot Van Etten, campus

minister, is & trained counselor for -
_ Project Rachel, the diocese’s post-

abortion ministry. Project Rachel

. can be contacted at 888/9RACHEL.

® The Community of Caring Pro-
gram of Catholic Charities of Liv-
ingston County provides services to

» mothers and pregnant women. Call

Michelle Morris at 585/658-4466.
¢ The Pregnancy Counseling Pro-
gram of Catholic Family Center in

~ Rochester offers services to women

experiencing unplanned pregnan-
‘cies. Call Virginia M. Riedman at
585/262-7136.

e Parishioners at Holy Trinity in
Webster have donated such items as

diapers and sleepers to Women's *
€are Center. For information on this -

and other pro-life efforts, call Julie
Ellender at 585/265-1085. .
¢ St. Leo’s Parish in Hilton spon-

" sors a 24-hour-a-day Pregnancy Help .
Line at 585/392-1572. Those who call *

will be assisted in finding such ser-
vices as pregnancy testing, trans-
portation and housing.

TRADITIONS
IN CARING

We provide homie health aides & companions for:

Personal care
Medigation reminders - Light housekeeping
Accompany to appointments

Case Management -
In-home assessments

Meal preparation

Our RN’s provide:
Medication prc pours
PRI/Screens

www.traditionsincaring.com

1580 Elmwood Ave., Rochester 14620 - 585-241-9580

Traditions In Caring, 1s owned by St. Ann’s Community. St. Jéhn’s Home
The Jewish Home, Episcopal SeniorLife Communities. and The Friendly Home.

Directory Pages with'Binders
1-3 sets — $18.50 each
4 or more sets - $15.50 each

Directory Pages Only
-3 sets - $12.00 each
4-6 sets - $10.00 each
7 or more sets - $9.00 each

Tax and shipping included
Call 529-9530 or 800-600-3628
for tax-exempt prices.
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page sets without binders * | enclose $

Order your 2005 Diocesan Dlrectory now'

Among the indispensible features you’ll find inside:
* a telephone listing of every parish, priest and pastoral-staff member mcludmg numerous
changes and new hires ¢ a guide to all diocesan offices and personnel ® newly updated Mass
schedules for every parish plus times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation e a listing of
religious’communities and spirituality centers * a directory of Catholic orgamzatlons
operating in the Diocese of Rochester.

Diocesan Directory c/o Catholic Courier

PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624
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