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Members of 'several' diocesan
parishes have found a place where
they can discuss their faith, the
4 Catholic Church, Scripture, and even
' books and movies 24 hours a aay cy-
fiberspace.

Church of the Good Shepherd in
Henrietta, St. Margaret Mary Parish
£ in Irondequoit and the six-parish Our
Lady of the Lakes Catholic Commu-
5ty in the Finger Lakes have each
% added Internet forums or discussion
3 boards to their Web sites within the
i past year. Parishioners can log on to
the forums to post comments or
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Panshes form new
‘communities online

. questions, read the posts of others
and respond to them.

Since adding an online forum to
the Our Lady of the Lakes Web site
(www.ourladyofthelakescc.org/boar
d) in October 2003, almost 40 people
have become registered members,
accerding to Wren Keber, one of the
site’s Webmasters and a member of
St. Januarius Parish in Naples.
pérson does not have to be a regis-

tered member to view, post and re-

ply to messages, but only registered
members have access to'some of the
forum’s special features.

As of Aug. 23, 278 messages or
replies on 98 different topics had
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Holy Childhood Association
- WHAT’'S ALL THE FLAP ABOUT7

he Holy Childhood Association (HCA) has
-a new web site for kids and a

new mission education
program designed for
schools, parishes and

WORLD. Contact your
local mission office for
more information about
getting your “passport to adventure” or log on
to www.worldmissions-catholicchurch.org.
For more‘than 160 years children in the

* United States have made a real difference in the
lives of children in the Developing World
through their prayers,| sacrifices and [financial
help. Won't you, too, oijr prayer and sactifice to help
the smallest among us leayn about the lovelof Jesus?
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HoLy CHILDHOOD AssocumoN
..a Pontifical Mission Soctety
www. worldmxsslons—cathohcchurch org

Please mail coupon to: Fr. Robert C. Bradler,
1150 Buffalo Rd., Dept. C, Rochester, NY 14624

0 Please send me more informaiiqn about HCA - “children helping children "
03 Please send me more information about the HCA Around the World program
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been posted in the forum, which is di-
vided into four different categories.
The first category contains reviews
and discussions of books that deal
with Catholicism, as well as ques-
tions and answers about liturgy,
Mass and the Cathatic faith. The sec-
ond category is hdme to questions
and answers dealing with the Bible.

. Posts in the third category deal with

spiritual life, prayer and small Chris-
tian communities, while the fourth

category- addresses pastoral plan--

ning, local ministries and parish life.

“We wanted something interac-
tive, as opposed to just a Web site
where people could find a Mass
schedule,” explained Father Robert
Ring, Our Lady of the Lakes’ pastor.
Father Ring said he frequents the fo-
rum, often posting comments or an-
swering questions. “I've enjoyed
some of the questions people have
raised in terms of scriptural ques-
tions and faith questions.”

Father Ring said the online forum
has also strengthened existing bonds
between some parishioners. Mem-
bers of a Bible-study group, for ex-
ample, frequently log on to the fo-
rum for further discussion after
their sessions, he said. Rob Chapin,
the other Webmaster for the parish’s
site, said these strengthened con-
nections were one of the goals he had
for the site when he began working
on it more than two years ago.
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The Our’Lad %, of the Lakes Online Commumty and Forum, which began in

now has nearly 40 registered members.

“My personal vision of the Our La-
dy of the Lakes Web site was to use
communication and technology as an
aid in bringing a cluster, of parishes
and its parishioners .together as a
family while growing in Christ,” said
Chapin, who belongs to St. Mary s
Parish in Rushville.

Fellow St. Mary’s parishioner D1-
ane Harris said she likes the forum’s
potential to greatly increase the
Catholic community’s vitality. She al-
so likes the flexibility it offers those
with questions, and the way she can
go back and review comments or an-
swers whenever she wants.

“I really like being able to pose
questions as they occur to me, any
hour of the day or night, instead of
waiting until I see a priest when he’s
not busy ... and hoping that I will re-
mmember his answer well enough to
share with others. Even people who
are shy can post a question-anony-
mously, Harris said. “The forum is
a microcosm of so many aspects of
our parish life — Bible study, litur-
gy, faith, parish activities, prayer —
thaf everyone has an opportunity to
use it, regardless of their particular
areas of interest. I like the sense of
building a base of information that
others can use in the future.”

The online forums of Church of
the Good Shepherd (http/#/bb.good-
shepherdhenrietta.org) and St. Mar-
garet Mary (www.saintmargaret-
mary.net/forum) follow a format
similar to Our Lady of the Lakes’ on-
line forums. Topics deal with com-
munity and parish life, Mel Gibson’s

“movie “The Passion of the Christ”

and suggested improvements to the

- parish Web sites. There are also top-

ics devoted to thanking others for
their good’ deeds and. qnswering
questions about Mass and Catholi-
cism. _
Steve Trapani, a member of
Guardian Angels Parish in Henriet-
ta, joined Good Shepherd’s online fo-
rum Aug. 7.°Online forums provide a
form of fellowship and.communica-
tion with other Catholics, he said:



http://www.ourladyofthelakescc.org/boar
http://www.worldmissioiis-catholicchurch.org
http://www.worldmissiions-catholicchurch.org
shepherdhenrietta.org
http://www.saintmargaret-
mary.net/forum

