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‘ Mur. Hnneva letter in the
X August Courier _suggests
that he feels the Eucharist is

i a political tool —weapon? —
i but-1 wonder if he has given
it the matter the kind-of con-

science testing 1 would hope
i any Catholic would.
4 The issue does not seem to

3 munion or not based upon is-
B sues like abortion but rather,
g can one represent and niin-
ister to the Catholic Church
# while publicly opposing the
teaching of the Church. The

¥ bishops, in my reading, have

said that the issue of sacra-
¥ mental reception is one of

R consctence — and we all

§ MUST form our conscience
properly and then judge our
relationship with God based
upon that PROPERLY
| formed consciende. If T be-
f lieve you are in spiritually
dangerous place, I have an
obligation in conscience to
inform you — lovingly — of
 that. I do not have the right,
b ability.or authority to pro-
nounce your loss of salva-
tion. However, 1 can ques-

should be seen publicly-as a
} part of the ministry of the
§ Church given your public
| actions and statements,

I do not believe any broth-
er or sister should carry the

R role of minister if they are

in serious opposition to the

¥ teaching of the Church. I re-

| alize that others will dis-

§ me to be one of Holy Com- |

B

tion whether or not you -

agree with me on multiple
levels, nevertheless this is
“my opinion.
~ Those who would accept
positions of leadership must
hold themselves to a higher
level of responsibility to live,
teach and support the teach-
ings of the Church. This
would also include those
who, by their being held in
high regard by their broth-
ers and sisters in faith, are
looked to as examples of liv-
ing faith. I think politicians
would qualify ynder that de-
finition, espeé‘ially paoliti-
cians who are also lectors.
Deacon John Tomandl
| Park Avenue, Auburn

‘Choice’ is
llogical-idea

To the editor:

'In the August print edition
ofthe Catholic Courier a let-
ter was published by Mr
Paul Haney in which he stat-

. ed "l support the riglit of a
woman to choose an abor-
tion." Mr. Haney is a parish
trustee, lector, and is on the
Board of Trustees - of
Aquinas Institute. Accord-

_ ing to Catholic teaching Mr.
Haney is endorsing the
“right” of a person to choose
homicide. I wonder in what
other areas Mr. Haney
would endorse the idea of
“choice?”™ Would he allow
fm freedom of choice in the
area of civil rights? On war-
fare? On aid to the poor? Un-
fortunately, I think that Mr.
Haney is typical of many

confused Catholics in the

Mlke CrdeCathollc Gouner :

Rochester area. The idea
that infant hemicide should
be some kind of choice as
long as the person is “per-
sonally opposed” flies in the
face of logic and displays a
distorted understanding of

, Catholic moral teaching. Mr.

Haney is free to (hold these
views), but he should not be
allowed to serve in any offi-
cial capacity within the
Church as long as he pub-

licly dissents from Church

teaching. If he does not have
the good sense to step down
from these positions then he
should be removed for the
good of thelocal Catholic
community.

Eugene Michael

Daley Boulevard

Rochester

tPut church

before party

To the editor:
Paul E. Haney’s August
letter stated that abortion

‘was wrong. Later he pro-

claimed: “I support the right
of a woman to choose abor-
tion.” The Catholic back-
ground of Mr. Haney had lit-
tle effect on reaching a
moral decision. The church,
nqt our loyalty to any politi-
cal party, is the key to a hap-
py eternity.
‘Robert Bart
Elm Street, Ithaca

Straighten
out priorities

To the editor: - o

Regarding Paul E.
Haney'’s letter August Couri-
er, being against abortion is
a matter of faith not one’s
political bias. I am confident
our church would take ex-
actly the same position on
this issue whether the elect-
ed official was a Republican
or a Democrat.

The argument that one
has the obligation te vote for
abortion rights because it
represents the.ideology of a
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majority of their con-
stituents is ludicrous. On
that basis we would still
‘have slavery in the United
States, Hitler would still be
ruling Germany and Sad-
dam would still be killing
thousands of his citizens
each year in Iraq. Qur polit-
ical leaders need also to be
moral leaders. If you do not
feel free to vote your con-
science, you shouldn’t be
representing anyone.

This 1s America; if we
can’t votc our conscience as
Catholics then perhaps an-
other civil war is in the off-
ing for in every sense of the
concept we are being held in
bondage. I will pray to the
Holy Spirit that all elected
officials who place their
elected position as a higher
prierity than the life of a
child will receiye an attitude
adjustment. !

_ John Slauson
Ball Road, Weedsport

Others’ sins
not relevant

To the editor: .

In response to
Haney's August 2004 letter,
it is impossible to believe
that something is morally
wrong and at the same time
promote its legality. Pos-
sessing (God-given free will,
we may “‘choose™ to do as we
please, but this does not
mean that
should be committed with-
out legal penalty.

-Haney believes that a
woman “should have the
right to choose what is
morally and physically right
for her.” This is moral rela-
tivism — the belief that
there is no definite right or
wrong. We know as Cath-

*

Paul

immoral acts
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