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Bush, Kerry eye health care 
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WASHINGTON — It's tfeen more 
than a decade since the U.S. Catholic 
bishops declared in their 1993 docu
ment "A rYamework for Compre* 
hensive Health Care Reform" that 
the U.S. health-care system "serves 
too few and costs too much." 

With more than 43 million unin
sured Americans, the trend has gone 
in the direction of serving fewer and 
costing more. 

Both President Bush and Democ
ratic Sen. John F. Kerry have out
lined detailed plans for expanding 
access to affordable health care, pro
tecting and strengthening Medicare, 
reforming medical liability law and 
reducing health-care costs. 

Bush's plan focuses on expansion 
of a network of community health 
centers to serve low-income-Ameri
cans; establishment of tax-free 
health savings accounts to pay out-
of-pocket health costs; refundable 
tax credits to help workers buy 
health it|»s4irance; introduction of a 
^prescript ion-drug benefit for seniors 
tin ough (Medicare; formation of as
sociation1 health plans that would al
low small businesses to band togeth
er for lo\vered insurance rates; and 

"common-sense reform to medical li
ability law" that would reduce "friv
olous ... legal proceedings' against 
doctors and health care providers." 

Kerry's health-care reform pro
posal includes a federal guarantee to 
pay the full cost of more than 20 mil
lion children enrolled in Medicaid if 
states agree to expand coverage to 

, children living at 300 percent of the 
Lfederal poverty level and to the fam

ily members of children living at up 
to 200 percent of the poverty level. 
The plan would provide insurance to 
more than 18 million children and 
adults currently uninsured, accord
ing to the Kerry campaign. 

Kerry also has proposed the cre
ation of a "premium rebate" pool that 
would reimburse employee health 
plans a portion of the cost of care in 
certain high-risk health cases as long 
as companies use the savings to re
duce the cost of workers' premiums. 
He would give all Americans access 
to the same health-care plan that cov
ers Congress and the president, of
fer small-business owners refund
able tax credits for up to 50 percent 
of the cost of insuring their workers, 
and reduce prescription-drug costs 
by closing loopholes in patent laws. 

Kenneth Thorpe, chairman of the 

department of health policy and 
management at Emory University in 
Atlanta, recently estimated that 
Bush's proposal would cost about $90 
billion over 10 years aijid would pro
vide coverage for 2.5 million people 
currently uninsured. Kerry's plan 
would cost an about $690 billion over 
10 years and would add 27 million 
people to the ranks of the insured. 

The U.S. bishops outlined their 
hopes for health-care reform in Ihe 
2003 document, "Faithful Citizen
ship; A Catholic Call to Political Re
sponsibility." 

"This reform must be rooted in 
values that respect human dignity, 
protect human life, and meet the 
needs of the poor and uninsured," 
they said. "With tens of millions of 
Americans lacking basic health in
surance, we support measures to en
sure that decent health care is avail
able to all as a moral imperative. We 
also support measures to strengthen 
Medicare and Medicaid as well as 
measures that extend health care 
coverage to children, pregnant 
women, workers, immigrants, and 
other vulnerable populations." 

Speaking June 8 at the Catholic 
Health Association's annual assem
bly in Chicago, pollster Celinda Lake 
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In a recent Gallup poll, an over
whelming number of American 
adults say health care was an 
important election-year issue. 

said health care still lags behind the 
economy and the war in Iraq as is
sues of importance to voters. 
. She said health-care issues will be 
"more powerful" in the elections if 
"viewed through an economic lens" 
by voters. Most Americans are "flab
bergasted" when they discover the 
number of children and working 
adults who lack insurance, she said. 
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Fr. John Corapi in Rochester, NY • October 16, 2004 
Doors open 7 am - 7 pm • Fr. John Corapi will be celebrating a Mass at 8 am 

ROCHESTER'S RIVERSIDE CONVENTION CENTER • 123 EAST MAIN STREET, ROCHESTER, NY 1460fl 
1500"General Admission Seats • $25 pre-regislration ($30 at the door) • Save $5 by regis ter ing before October 16 

FR. JOHN CORAPI, GREEN BERET TURNED MILLIONAIRE, 
TURNED COCAINE ADDICT, TURNED PRIEST. 

/•>. C'omfii will fur^rnl Ins irnowntil strits of t'llh tntitltd "Wake l ' p Amer ica . " 
In a fnmvrful mid dramatic strmon. out of lilt hfst loxtil Catholic firtachtrs in l/it world 

\f>tak\ to Catholics oiid othtr Christians. a.\ well a.s all fwo/ilt of good will, irganling 

tht nnmilobligation to form and I'otc \oinconscience. 

Return the registration form below, call 877-888-6279 or>log on to www.holyfamily.ws to register 
' C/rrjpv mil fo> sfictial of/ti • Ihmttons, schedule, tutd ami aiionitiiodations intituled u'ith confirmation of registmtion 

• • » _ _ • » _ — » _ _ > . — _ — > • > - • - • - • - • - .- ^ — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
D1KTACH AND RETURN TO HOLY FAMILY COMMUNICATIONS 

IV. Corapi Rochester Con le t rnce , W\!~> Sheridan Drive. Williamsville. NY. 1-1221 

PAYMENT INFORMATION -I Cluck "I Credit 
^ ' m u ' : - - - Make i heck |>a\al>lc to lloh F.uuiK Communications 

Andrew - - ' I M C ."I Visa l A m r x 1 Disc. • -

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY Ditto: $Anu.: Auth#:. 

Fxp. Hate: _ . . . . . . . CVV* Code: _.___ 
"lociitrit on mil »/ iimL ON signatutr strip. Inst three digih 

» ol Adult Tickets: «i $25 $_ 

VVH1C Donation: S_ 

_ lOT.U. Enclosed: $_ Check*. . Initials: 

http://www.holyfamily.ws

