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| Across . 59 Abram's wife fertilty.
1 Vietnamese holiday. 63 Sudden assauit 21 Space
4 Miss Kett and others 64 Catholic university in 23 ____oflamb
9 Mythical sea monster Washington..DC 24 Reflected sound ,
12 Potpourri 67 Saint _de '26 Chocolate 'substitute
14 Disney character Beaupre . 27 Christian love
15 Harvest i 68 To endow with a gift 28 Communion plate
16 Titles given to some or quality 30 Smiling .
priests 69 Prayer ender 31 First Catholic United
18 Jesus' name for the 70 Implore ‘States Supreme Court
Father 71 Platform Justice
19 Small pieces 72 Mr. Sullivan and a 32 Make amends for sin

33 Makes a loan

35 Sing to

40 Referring to the non-
ordained members of
the Church

41 Hindu goddess of fire

44 Wife of Esau

48 Likenesses

49 Building material

50 Being (Lt)

. 54 Bye bye

55 __ -Israeli War

.56 ___ of my existence

57 Another thing the
father gave the prodi-
gal son when he
returned

58 Fountain treat

.60 Where Vatican City is
found

61 Impressed

62 Taverns

65 Floor covering

66 ____ whiz!

. Answers on page B14 (No. 42)

Why do priests
differ on baptlsm?

Q. Our pastor gave a beautiful

homily recently on baptism, saying
children have a right to baptism as -
soon as possible after birth. Howev-

er, this seems to varv from pastorto
pastor.

Certain pastors refuse baptism to
an innocent child if they judge par-

-«nts are not “Catholic” enough. Oth- 3

ers welcome infants with open arms,

even if their parents are out in left
. field of their faith. How do you ex- .

plain this? (Illinois)

A. I think we need first to clarify -

the church’s policy on the matter.
When Catholic parents (or a Catholic

are seriously deficient in their

Catholic practice, the pastor is oblig- |
ed to delay baptism until he can help !

the parents rethink their faith.

True, children should be baptized

“within the first weeks” after birth
(Canon 867). The law assumes, how-

children as faithful Catholics.

Thus, the same law requires that
immediately after birth or before, |

3

the parents go to their parish priest”
“to request the sacrament of baptism |

and to be properly prepared for it. A

priest may not, in fact, lawfully bap- |

* partner in an interfaith marriage) .

i
i
[
t
§
J

tize.a child unless he has a solidly |

founded hope that the baby will be
raised properly as a member of the

. Catholic religion.

If evidence for this hope is lack- -

ing, he should delay the baptism and

explain the ‘reason to the parents -

(Canon 868).

The ritual for baptism emphaSIZes
the point. At least twice during the
ceremony, Catholic parents profess
adherence to.the faith in which the
child is being baptized and promise
to give the example needed for the
child to be raised in their faith.

JFatherJohnDietzen

Question Corner

Normally, this promise canmot be
madé unless the Catholic parents
themselves are faithful in their
Catholic practiée and are not simply

-bringing the child for baptism be-

cause of family tradition or a vague

feeling that “it’s the right thing to °

do.”
But — and this is a crucial point —
the story does not end there. The

‘. parish priest is obliged to help par-
.. ents who are not yet ready genuine-
" ever, that parents are practicing |
their faith, prepared to raise their :

ly te profess their faith, to assist
them in assuming responsibility for
the religious education of their chil-
dren and then to decide the right
time for baptism.

As someone put it well a chux ch
which never says “no" to parents
who are seriously deficient in their
belief and practice of their faith nev-
er will allow them to become deeply

“ believing parents.

It remains vital that Catholic par-
ents desire in their own hearts that
the baptism of their child will be

_what it was meant to be, an earnest

recommitment of all their family to
the faith they hope to share wmh
their child.

~Father John Dietzen is a columnist
_for Catholic News Service. Ques-
tions may be sent to him at Box 325, .

Peoria, IL 61651, or e-mail jjdiet-

zen@aol.com.

The HELP LINK Personal
Emergency Alert System
is like having someone
there 24 hours a day.

The system connects to your existing telephone. no additional
Iine is needed. Your only cost 1s a one time charge to install
the system and a low monthiy Fe}tal charge of *18.00

for the equipment and monitoring.
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