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'l‘erry McGuire/CNS

SEATTLE (CNS) — She has been

< interviewed on the “Today” show

and on CNN about her effort to get a

~ retail store to offer modest clothing

for girls. .
Newspapers and ‘magazines
" around the country have spread her

" story.

But has all the publicity given 11-
* year-old- Ella Gunderson of Red-
; mond a big head?

“No. We've tried to wrap this
: whole thing in a lot of prayer to ward
5 (it) off,” said her mother, Pam.

Flla, who will be a sixth-grader at
. Holy Family School in Kirkland this
fall, said the newfound fame makes
; her uncomfortable.

“1 don't really like it a whole ton,’
she told The Catholic Northwest
' Progress, newspaper of the Seattle
> Archiliocese.

But when pressed, she added that
{ a positive side to the puhlluty has
been “getting the word out.”

By that she means 'that many girls

would opt to wear more modest -

clothing, if only they could find it,
That was the thrust of a letter she
wrote to Nordstrom last winter. She

» complained to the Seattle-based re-
- tailer that the clothes it sells for girls

A move for modest dress’

Education

— particularly the jeans ‘she was in-
terested in purchasing — were too
nght and showed too much skin.

“1 see all these girls who walk
around with pants that show their
belly button and:underwear,” she
wrote. “Fven at my age, I'know that
1s not modest.”

She said that the cler k who was
helping her suggested “there is only
one look." If that is true, Ella added,
then girls are supposed “to walk
around half naked. I think that you
should change that.”

i Her letter went all the way up to

. Pete Nordstrom, the store's execu-

qve vice president, and store offi-
cials promised that her concerns
would be passed dn to their buyers.
Ella’s mother noted that people
fyom all over the ¢ountry have writ-
ten letters of support, saying they've
been inspired by'what one person
can accomplish by speaking up and
hoped to write their own letters on
issues of importance to them.
“What Ella says she's. learned
from allthis is that you should speak
up, because you might be heard,”
Pam Gunderson hdld ¢

Cutting a rug, ’50s style

Fifth-graders Justin Allison and Stephanie Solimano (left) start off the
dance number “We Go Together” as other Nazareth Academy students
clad in leather jackets and poodle skirts look on during a May 27 dress
rehearsal for the school’s spring concert. The concert, which was per-
formed for a live audience that night, was a celebration of the
Partnership in Learning program.”
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