Tax-credit programs may be jeopardized

WASHINGTON (CNS) — A June
14 Supreme Court ruling that said
taxpayers can use federal courts to
challenge state taxes could jeopar-
dize tuition tax-credit programs
which benefit parents of private-
school students in Arizona and other

_states.

The 5-4 ruling focused on a group

" of Arizona taxpayers who sued their .

state in federal court, arguing that
the state’s tuition tax credits pro-
mote religion.

Since 1997, Arizona has allowed
residents to allocate tax contribu-
tions to help with school tuition fees.
Instead of [providing school vouch-

Education

tax credit if they contribute to a pri-
vate charity that uses the money to
pay tlglon for eligible students ata
privaté school.

The Arizona Supreme Court ruled
in favor of the program five years
ago, and Ronald Johnson, executive
director of the Arizona Catholic Con-
ference, publi¢ policy arm of the
state’s bishops, was confident the
U.S. Supreme Court would uphold
the decision.

“I hoped we would put the final

to ending the constant legal battles
the tax-credit program has faced.
“But unfortunately, that didn’t hap-
pen,” he added.

“Now we've opened the door
again,” he said, noting that the issue
will be fought at federal courts and
will make its way again to the
Supreme Court. ,

Johnson said he was “somewhat
surprised, but not shocked by the de-|
cision.” But, he added, “in taking the
longer view of it, we're still in busi-
ness.” . .

, He said the court did not put an in-
junction on the tax-credit program,
but simply said such programs could

states that wanted their tax deci-
sions protected from federal lavx
suits.

A District Court judge ruled thata |
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1937 federal law prevented him and )

_other federal judges from interced-

ing in state tax matters. But the U.S.

Supreme Court said laws that keep

federal courts from interfering in in-
ternal state tax matters do not apply
in the case of tuition tax credits.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
writing for the majority, said that for
the past 50 years courts including
the Supreme Court “have enter-
tained challenges to tax credits au-
thorized by state law.”
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w Schools ; Flve-year-old Rashim Peterson, a kindergarten student at Rochester’s :
1 - St. Monica School, brushes up on proper dental care March 18 during Ouc -— :
3 the school’s science fair. The booth Rashim visited was sponsored by - ;
3 the University of Rochester Eastman Dental Center. . :
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Call today for information!, NYCC. Leave with the dagnosue capabilines and rechmical skills vou need 1o :
become an integral part of one of the most siemhcant health care protessions— :
: : P ° in a traditional stand-alene practice, or as part ot anntegrated healtheare ream.
Cat I I()ll‘ CO' I l le | Cail 1 800.234.6922 (NYCC) today or visit www.nycc.edu to learn more
New York Chiropractic College 1v aceredited to awagd the Docror of Chiropracoe degrec
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