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Church, civic law may conflict
PORTLAND, Ore. (CNS) — The
bankruptcy filing by the Archdiocese of Portland is almost certain to
place church law and civic law in
conflict.
The two legal systems have met
before in Oregon, and churches have
often prevailed.
In one instance, Catholic hospitals
worked for the right to opt out of
physician-assisted suicide, which
was legalized in Oregon in 1997. In
another, after Lane County, officials
tape recorded a murder suspect's
sacramental confession in the mid1990s, the courts eventually ruled
the act an undue state intrusion.

The debate even goes' back to the
1920s, when the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned an Oregon law that
would have closed Catholic schools.
Judges dealing with the first bank-

ruptcy filing in history by a U.S.
Catholic diocese will need to consider canon law against bankruptcy law'
and First Amendment rights of freedom of religion.
Archbishop John G. Vlazny of
Portland said the archdiocese filed
for Chapter 11 federal'bankruptcy
protecti.on July 6. The decision came
as two lawsuits seeking restitution
' for- childhood sexual abuse by a nowdeceased priest of the archdiocese
were about to go to trial. One plaintiff was seeking $130 million. The
other wanted $25 million.
'
One key issue will be whether the
court can dip into the resources of
parishes and schools to pay sexabuse plaintiffs.
Lawyers for sex-abuse victims
view the parishes and schools as as' sets of the archdiocese. The arch-

bishop said that canon law holds that
parish property belongs- to the
parishes, not the archdiocese. David Skeel, a professor of corporate law at the University of Pennsylvania, said that the bankruptcy
judge cannot force the archdiocese
to sell off parishes and schools or
any other property.
It would be up to the archdiocese,
he said, to decide if those kinds of <•
closures are necessary to satisfy the
financial arrangements approved by
the creditors and the court.
The question, Skeel said, is
whether the court will count parishes and schools as assets of the archdiocese when the time comes to develop the reprganization plan.
Canon law holds that parish and.
school assets cannot be seized by the
archdiocese.
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Archbishop John G. Vlazny of
Portland, Ore., along with his cabinet and advisers, announces July 6
that the Archdiocese of Portland is
filing for bankruptcy.
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REMEMBERING ALWAYS
Memorial Mass is open to
the public every 3rd Saturday
of the month at 8:30 a.m.
November through April
All Souls Chapelj
Ma\ through October
All Saints Mausoleum Chapel
Immediately following
Mass visitors are welcome
to join our Bereavement
Support Group, in the
Family Services Center
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
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