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School, faith-formation center to open 
Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier 

The closing of one school has led 
to the opening of another — and of a 
faith-formation center — in the Way-

. land/Dansville region. 
St. Joseph's School in Wayland 

closed in June. This September, sev
eral of its former students and 
teachers will be found at Holy Fam
ily School in Dansville,locatedinthe 
building that housed the former St. 
Mary's School. 

Meanwhile, the new Holy Family 
Parish — formerly the Holy Family 
Catholic Community cluster — will 
open a religious-education center in 
the former St. Joseph's School build
ing. The new parish comprises St. 
Joseph's in Wayland; St. Mary's in 
Dansville; St. Pius V in Cohocton; 
and Sacred Heart :of Jesus n\ 
Perkinsville. 

The cluster's pastoral council opt
ed last year to merge its two parish-
based schools into one facility for 
grades pre-kindergarten through 6. 
The decision followed several years 
of discussion on how to restructure 
the schools, which had experienced 
declining enrollment and were 
among the smallest in the Diocese 
of Rochester. According to school 
officials, St. Joseph's had 98 stu

dents this year in grades pre-kinder
garten through 6, whereas St. 
Mary's has 108 students in pre-
kindergarten through 5 and did not 
operate a sixth grade. Officials at 
both schools said St. Mary's had the 
greatest potential for classroom ex
pansion and the option of locating 
additional classes in the church's 
parish center. 

About 25 students from St. 
Joseph's School are expected to en
roll in the new Holy; Family School, 
according . to Monette Mahoney, 
principal of St. Joseph's for the past 
three years. Mahoney recently was 
named the new principal of Sacred 
Heart School in Rochester. 

Diane Sauerbier, principal at St. 
Mary's for 11 years, said that when 
Holy Family opens, it will have 
about 150 students. She added that 
she plans to leave administration 
and teach first grade at Holy Fami
ly. 

"I guess I'm really excited about 
staying with the school," Sauerbier 
said. •. "I'm looking forward to a 
bright future and meeting new peo
ple, parents and children, and I think 
only great things can happen from 
this point." 

Holy Family's new principal is 
Deborah J. Goering, a Catholic edu-
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cator for 30 years (see related story 
on principal transitions on page B5). 

' Goering was a Franciscan nun for 23 
years, and has taught in and/or ad
ministered Catholic schools, in the 
dioceses of Buffalo, Syracuse and 
Camden, N.J., and in the archdioce
ses of San Antonio, Texas, and San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. Her most recent 
position was as interim principal of 
St. Michael's School in Warsaw, 
Wyoming County, in the Buffalo Dio
cese. 

Goering said Holy Family'School's 
faculty is about evenly divided be
tween teachers who worked at St. 
Joseph's and St. Mary's. She said the 
new school will combine the tradi
tions of the two schools that preced
ed it, and create new traditions as 
well. 

"It's goingto have its own person
ality," she said of Holy Family. 

Parents from both St. Joseph's and 
St. Mary's expressed excitement 
about the new school. Sue Keister, 
whose son, Ethan, was in third grade 
when St. Joseph's closed, co-chairs 
the Holy Family school advisory 
committee. She noted that while the 
St. Joseph's closing was tough on 
teachers and administrators, her son 
has adjusted to the fact he'll be at
tending Holy Family because' as he 
told her, "I'll get to meet new peo
ple." 

She said representatives of the 
two former schools, have worked 

diligently to become one new com
munity. 

"Everybody came to the table with 
a lot of hurts and despairs," she said, 
but now, "we're excited, enthused 
and looking forward to it." 

Teresa Kershrier, who co-chairs 
the advisory committee with Keis
ter, has two boys who attended St. 
Mary's and who will be attending 
Holy Family. Like Keister, Kershn-
er said she believes the new school 
will be a strong force in the area. 

"I think it provides an opportunity 
for both communities to have a 
strong Catholic school," she said. "I 
think it gives us a broader base in 
terms x)f ideas, increasing,, enroll
ment ... I think individually, neither 
(school) could support itself, but 
jointly, both could go a long way." 

Meanwhile, Linda Mehlenbacher, 
faith-formation coordinator/youth 
minister for Holy Family Parish, 
said she is looking forward to the 
opening of the new faith-formation 
center at St. Joseph's1. She noted that 
concentrating all of her program
ming at the new center wilLallow her 
to spend far less time on the road, 
shuttling from parish to parish. She 
adc|ed that the new center will en
able her to offer expanded pro-' 
gramming to the parish's young 
people, and adults, including 
overnight retreats for young people. 

"I'm going to be so happy to be in 
one place," she said. 
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St. Stanislaus Church 

POLISH FESTIVAL 
Fun for All Ages! 

• Polish Dinners • Hots and Hamburgers 

• Live Polish Music • d a m e s for all ages 

• H o m e m a d e Baked Goods 

Friday, August 6, 6 pm to midnight (Polish Food starts 5 pm) 

Saturday, August 7, 5 pm to midnight (Polish food starts 4 pm) 

St. Stanislaus Church Rochester (corner of Hudson & Norton) 
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Care at Home "Formerly Club 24 "• 

One Source, Many Benefits. 
Help at Home Services: 
• Housekeeping 

• Maintenance 

• Transportation 

• Personal Companions 
• Home Delivered Meals 
• Checklt! bill payer service, 

in partnership with Lifespan 

Center for Aging and 
Continuing Care Services 

585-723-7324 
M77 I.nim Pond Road 
Rochester NN 14626 

Hecilth Care Coordinat ion 

& Placement Services 

• Referrals to Community 
Health Care Resources 

••Placements for Senior Living 

• Medicaid Application 

• Home visits and more 

0 Unity Health System 


