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Education

It's often said that time dppears to

§ pass more qujckly as one gets older.

Still, I' find it hard to fathom that

f summer is waning and that we are
g on the cusp of the 2004-0S school
j year!

Yet 1 am sure parents — many

#§ who probably look forward, at this

point to the sound of school buses
Jhumming again — already can see

4 vast differences and growth in their
4 children from only a year ago.

T

It is that wonderful growth — in

f mind, body and spirit — that so de-

lights me when I have the opportu-

4 nity to visit with children who at-

tend our Catholic schools, which'are -

the subject of many of the articles in
this issue of the Catholic Courier.
Since this diocese was founded in

j the latter half of the 19th century, a

major part of its mission has beén

to provide for the Catholic educa- -
® tion of our children. During the

coursé of our history, hundreds of
thousands of students have been ed-
ucated in our Catholic tradition, and
many of them have assumed lead-

g ership positions in business, gov-
§ ernment, law, medicine, education
% and other professions, Helping to
8§ make our-community a better place
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in which to work and live.

The importance of our education-
al mission has not wavered thraugh-
out our history, and does not today.
My goal, one shared by our Depart-
ment of Catholic Schools, the local
school  advisory committees

" throughout our diocese and the
"Monroe County Catholic School

Board, is that we always will exam-
ine ways in which we can strength-
en our schools and preserve the
treasure of a Catholic education for
future generations of young people.

I would like to thank'all those fam-
ilies who choose Catholic schools for
their children for your investment
in their future, and for your desire
tojequip them with the academic ex-
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meals in town;

.. AND we are 7007 better than the bompetition!

So stop by for a visit, enjoy d soothing cup of tea and a personal
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tour. Here is what you will receive at Fleming Point when our

beautiful residence is completed: .

100% paid gas, electricity, water, garbage removal, Cable TV,
700% of the rost delicious chef-prepared g

1005 of the best activities in the area; and

700% of the most beautiful apartments!

Call today for a chance at the best
retlrement value in town!
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cellence and mora] values that will
serve them well throughout their
lifetimes. We truly value our rela-
tionship as partners with you in the
most important endeavor of educat-
ing our youthin a manner based on
the Gospel values.we hold so dear.
You may not know it, but the Dio-
cese of Rochester is blessed to have

45 Catholic elementary and junior
high schools within its 12 counties,, .

including 28 within Monroe County
that operate as a school system. We

also have consolidated systems in -

Wayland-Dansville, Auburn, Corn-
ing and Elmira. Last school year,
more than 10,000 children in pre-
kindergarten through grade eight
attended our schools.

Some other things you may not
know about our schools:

¢ All Diocese of Rochester

Catholic school teachers are certi- -

fied.

¢ Our schools feature state-of-the-
art_technology, which has helped
our smdehts win prestigious awards
in national and international com-
petition.

< Each of our schools offers art,
music, technology ‘and physical ed-
ucation as part of its instructional
program.

* Our schools follow 'New York
state curriculum gmdelmes and
voluntarily take all state standard-
ized tests as well as norm-refer-
enced achievement tests.

I am very proud of the great suc-
cess of our students and staff dur-

.ing the 2003-04 school year. On av-

erage, our students continue to
compile scores on state and norm-
referenced achievement tests that
exceed state averages. They also
continue to score off the charts in
matters of heart and spirit — reach-
ing out to others in their respective
communities in countless ways,
having learned the importance of
sharing God’s blessings.

I'm both heartened and humbled
by the sacrifices so many make to
provide Catholic education for their

* children. I'm mindful that many
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— an unwavering mission

families adopt a more modest
lifestyle so that their young ones
may attend our schools. I am re-
minded of the eloquent statements
of a mother who, in:a letter to the
Courieriin December, acknowledged
the'sacrifices she and her husband
made, but went on to write that the
gift of faith is one of the greatest”
gifts- parents can give théir chil-
dren.

- As for our teachers and princi-
pals, you’ll find a wonderful article
in this issue that highlights just
some of their achievements from
the previous year.

It is important to note the dedica-
tion and mission of our teachers,
many of whom have resisted more

_ lucrative offers from public schools

in order to instill our traditional
teachings and Catholic values in
their students along with excellence
in academics.

These represent 'some of our

greatest challenges as we look -

ahead to the future of our diocesan
schools. We certainly want to attract
and retain the finest teachers avail-
able, and to do so we must continue

~ in our efforts to offer more compet-

itive wages.

Similarly, we want to continue to
look at ways in which we can make
Catholic education affordable for
all. Over the course of the past few
years, we have seen a trend of de-
creasing enroliment in our schools.
A dip in the birth rate is one expla-

_nation, as is a general decrease in

the population in our 12 counties.
¥et we know that financial consid-
erations play a role, too. I am com-

mitted to finding a way to utilize our
‘resources so that Catholic education

is within the reach of all who desire
it for their children.,

It is my fondest hope that the chil-
dren entrusted to us for this up-
coming school year will continue to
grow in all areas, We see our part-
nership with you as a privilege and
we will continue to look at ways in
which we can make our schools
even more effective and available
for all.

I know that you will enjoy- this
back-to-school
Catholic Courier, which features
wonderful stories of the good things .
happenmg in our schools. Just read-
ing about them-also may help fami- ‘
lies get in the mindset for the start .
of school and the daily routine that i
returns to every household with
school-age children.

As always, you are in my prayers,
and I wish you a healthy and blessed
summer and a safe, happy and pro-
ductive school year!

Peace to all.
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