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Honoring 25 years o f service 
April 23. 1Q7Q, started off as 

a normal day for. Father 
Matthew H. Clark, spiritual di­
rector at the North American 
College in Rome. By the end of 
that day, however, he'd learned 
that he would be installed as. 
bishop of the Diocese of 

: Rochester in a little more than 
two months. 

"Oh, it was a bolt out of the 
blue," Bishop Clark recalled of 
the news. 

He arrived in Rochester on 
June 25,1979, and was formal­
ly installed-as the eighth bish­
op of the Diocese of Rochester 
before a crowd of 10,000 the 
next day. 

A native of Waterford, N.Y, 
in the Diocese of Albany, Bish­
op Clark attended St. 
Bernard's Seminary in 
Rochester from 1957-59, and 
was ordained to the priesthood 
in Rome in 1962. His return to 
Rochester was unexpected but 
pleasant, he said. „ • 

' "I wouldn't trade a second of 
my 25 years here for anything 
in the world," Bishop Clark 
said in a recent interview. 

Bishop Clark said that when . 
he arrived in the diocese, his 
goal was to be a good servant 
and pastoral leader, so he put a 
high priority on listening and 
being attentive to the people of 
the diocese. Doing so has be­
come his guiding- philosophy 
. throughout his ministry here. 

"I think it's very important 
for a bishop to remember that 
first of all he's a disciple of the 
Lord, and that discipleship is 
what most deeply unites him 
w i t h t'he loca l c h u r c h , w h o a r e 

a l s o d i s c i p l e s , " B i s h o p C l a r k 

said.-"To t h e d"e g r e e that I h a v e 
made decisions in consultation 
with those affected by those 
decisions, I think ... the deci­
sions have been sound and 
well-received. To the degree 
that I've not consulted in that 
way, inevitably I wish I had." 
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Bishop Matthew H. Clark enters Rochester's Sacred Heart Cathedral for an October 1999 Mass. 

Father Joseph Hart, dioce­
san vicar general ana modera­
tor of the diocesan Pastoral 
Center, agreed, saying that 
Bishop Clark's spirit of collab­
oration has been a strength of 
his bishopric. 

"One always feels that he's 
absolutely, totally respectful 

of e v e n d i v e r g e n t o p i n i o n s a n d 

w a n t s t o l i s t e n a n a t o a e c i Je 
what to do; what is in the best 
interest of everyone," Father 
Wart said. j 

An example of this came iiji 
1986, Father Hart added, wheiit 
Bishop Clark approached the 
diocesan Priests ' . Council 

a b o u t c o n v e n i n g a d i o c e s a n 

s y n o d . 1 h e b i s h o p h a d t h o u g h t 

it was an appropriate time for 
such a gathering of priests, re­
ligious and laity to advise him* 
on diocesan legislation and 
policy. But the Priests" Council 
felt otherwise, so Bishop Clark 
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