
"It is v e r y s imp ly t h e g r a c e of 
God which has b r o u g h t m e to this 
point. I feel my life has been v e r y 
blessed." 

After enter ing the 
Sisters of St. Jokeph 
from Sacred Hear t 

[Par i sh in Roch-
| es ter , S is te r fear-
, ba r a Lum (fonfier-
ly S is te r Eleanor) 
pursued a ca ree r in 
nursing. She served 

at St. Joseph's Hospital in Elmira and 
Good Samar i tan Hospital in Selma, 
Ala. Re tu rn ing to Rochester , she 
taught in the School of Nursing at the 
Univers i ty of Roches te r and was a 
nurse prac t i t ioner at Corpus Christi 
Heal th Center . SJie is cu r r en t l y an 
educat ional specia l is t in the Cert i­
fied Nurs ing P r o g r a m at the 
Rochester Educational Opportunity 
Center. 

"Influenced by my teachers at Sa­
cred Hear t School 
en te red re l igious 
privilege of s tudying nursing. My as 
signment to Good 
tal and St. Elizabe 

and at Nazareth, I 
life, and had the 

Samari tan Hospi-
th Convent in Sel­

ma, Ala!, coincided with the peak of 
the civil r i gh t s movemen t and the 
Selma m a r c h for voting r igh ts for 
black citizens. 

"After r e t u r n i n g to Rochester , 
cha l l enges and r ich re la t ionships 
continued to be a part of my ministry. 
For 27 years , I taught at the Univer­
sity of Roches ter School of Nursing. 
For the. last 15 years , I have worked 
in Rochester ' s inner city Baby Love 
p r o g r a m , an ou t r each to p regnan t 
and parent ing women at risk of hav­
ing a low-birth-weight baby. 

"Living th is c o m m i t m e n t , I be­
lieve, is only possible with God's 
g r ace and the s t rong example and 
support of many people." 

iS is te r Diane Mul-
Idoon (formerly Sis-
I ter Celina) en te red 
i the Sis te rs of St. 
I j o s e p h from St. 
JMary Par ish , Au-
Iburn . 'Af ter teach­
i n g at Holy Rosary 
and Sacred Hea r t 

schools iji Roches ter and at St. Mary 
in Elmira, she became a cottage su­
pervisor at St. Joseph 's Villa. She is 
current ly the Villa's director of sup­
port services . 

"Dur ing my 50 yea r s I have had 
the privi lege to walk with Sisters of 
St. Joseph. They a re women of great 
wisdom and deep commitment . 

"My first ministry was teaching — 
in both Roches t e r and E lmi ra , 
Though I was enjoying teaching, the 
request c a m e to me to be a cot tage 
mother ' at St. Joseph ' s Villa. So I be­

c a m e supe rv i so r for eight young 
boys — living with and ca r ing for 
children who had many needs. This 
was both a chal lenge and a joy. 

"As the Villa continued to expand 

services , administrat ion asked me to 
become the director of support ser­
vices and central ized purchas ing . I 
continue now in this role." 

[ISister Beni ta 
(Nicholas, cur rent ly 
Isupervisor of adult 
j p r o g r a m s . at the 
[School of; the Holy 
IChildhood, en te red 
I the congrega t ion 
Ifrom St. Mary 
Par i sh in Auburn . 

In her teaching ministry, she served 
in Rochester at Holy Rosary and St. 
Stanislaus schools and at the School 
of the Holy Childhood. She also 
taught at St . ,James, Waverly. 

"I was in the seventh grade at St. 
Mary ' s School in Auburn when I 
knew that religious life was my vo­
cation. The sisters at St. Mary 's were 
welcoming women of laughter, fun, 
playfulness — and they w e r e ve ry 
good teachers . It was their l ifestyle; 
that d r ew me to the Sisters"of St. 
Joseph. 

"Like the s i s te r s who first influ­
enced me, I have a lways been in­
volved in educat ion — first as a 
t e ache r and t hen for the pas t 30 
years as the supervisor of the adult 
day t ra ining p r o g r a m at the School 
of the Holy Childhood — a p rogram 
for those with deve lopmenta l dis­
abilities. Hoved all of my ministr ies . 

"In my community I continue to be 
surrounded by faithful women, will­
ing to give their very best in service 
to all God's people." 

|A wide var ie ty -of 
j t each ing ass ign­
ments has compris­

e d Sis te r J a c q u e -
\ l ine Robinson 's 
min i s t ry in educa­
tion. Hav ing en-

. t e red the Sisters of 
St. Joseph from St. 

Cec i l i a 'Pa r i sh in Elmira as S is te r 
Constantia, she served at St. John the 
Evangelist in Greece and at St. Mon­
ica, St.- Augus t ine , St. Anthony of 
Padua, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
and St. Ambrose schools , all' in 
Rochester . She also taught at St. 
Agnes, Avon; St. Anthony, Elmira; St. 
Mary, Canandaigua; St. Pa t r ick , 
Corning; St. Stephen, Geneva; St. 
Mary, Auburn ; St. Michael , Penn 
Yan; Immaculate Conception, Ithaca; 
and DeSales High School in Geneva. 

She is present ly par ish secre ta ry at 
St. Anthony of Padua in Rochester. 

"In my senior year,. 1 c a m e to 
Nazare th College for a scholarship 
exam and visi ted the Sis te rs of St. 
Joseph Motherhouse. That, visit set­
tled my vocation. 

"For me the journey has been one 
of much joy and many lasting friend­
ships." 

ISister Rita Rutzke, 
Iwho en te red the 
Icongr^gat ion from 
ISt. Caskn i r Par i sh 
jin ; Elmira , has 
Itaught at St. Stanis-
j laus, Nazareth Hall 
l and Our Lady of 
Good Counsel in 

Rochester ; the BOCES Forman Cen­
ter, - Fa i rpor t ; St. Pa t r ick , Seneca 
Falls; St. M a r y our Mother, "Horse-
heads ; St. M a r y and Ss. Pe te r and 
Paul, in Elmira; and I m m a c u l a t e 
Conception in Ithaca. She cur rent ly 
se rves in-the congregation's mother-
house services . 

"I am grateful for the her i tage that 
is mine as a Sis ter of St. Joseph of 
Rochester. I am grateful for the gift 
of f r iends , educat ion, oppor tuni ty 
and ministry; for the challenges, en­
couragement and support that exists 
among us, empower ing us"to grow as 
church, as religious, as people. I can't 
bel ieve it has been 50 years already. 
My life has been so rewarding ." 

25 YEARS 

ISister Mary Louise 
(Mitchel l of St. 
•Pat r ick Pa r i sh in 
J Corning has pur-
i sued a c a r e e r min­
istry in nurs ing as a 
Sister of St. Joseph. 
She has been a 
n u r s e at St. Jo­

seph's Hospital in Elmira, a profes­
sor of j i u r s ing at Nazare th College 
and has se rved in the SSJ Spirituali­
ty Ministry. She is cur ren t ly serving 
as a councilor on the congregat ion 's 
leadership team. 

"Being a Sister of St. Joseph is one 
of the grea tes t gifts of my life. 

"Many people think' individuals 
who en te r religious life have had to 
'g ive up ' So much . My r e s p o n s e to 
this is tha t re l ig ious life is a pear l 
and^thaf those of us who d i scover 
this pear l have rece ived a t r emen-

1 experience you ca 
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»dous gift. The gift(is community, and 
it is through this gift that I am best 
able to live out my bapt i smal com­
mi tment . It is my belief that eve ry 
way of life is a pearl . Each of us has 
to discern which pear l God des i res 
for us. Once we have discovered {his 
— God does the Vest." 

IS is te r M a r l e n e 
| P a p e e n t e r e d the 
ISis ters of St. 
• Joseph from Our 
lLady of Lourdes 
(Parish in Utica. She 
lhas min i s t e r ed in 
jnurs ing at the Mon­
roe County Hea l th -

Depar tment and Nazareth Academy 
in Rochester and at St. Joseph 's Hos­
pital in Elmira. She is now a chemi­
cal d e p e n d e n c y counse lor at Pprk 
Ridge Hospital in Rochester . < 

"When I j o ined ' the S is te rs of St. 
Joseph, I was a reg is te red nurse and 
graduate student. I had good friends, 
financial r e sources and a challeng­
ing profess ion. Still, I was looking 
for a deeper purpose in my life. 

"When my college chaplain intro­
duced me to the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
I me t women who w e r e genuinejy 
happy witra their lives, suppor t ive of 
one another and commit ted to min­
istry. 

"My minis t r ies have given me op­
portuni t ies to be an agent of healing. 
FYom home-care nurs ing with criti­
cally-ill chi ldren to my present min­
is t ry as a chemica l -dependency 
counselor, I 've had the privi lege of 
working with people during some of 
the most difficult t imes i n - t he i r 
lives. 

"With gra t i tude , I recall that all of 
this is exact ly what I was looking for 
at the beginning of this journey!" 
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(Blossom<Vieiu 
Nursing Home . 

COUNTRY LIVING AT ITS BEST 

Serving Wayne & Monroe Counties and the Fmgenakes 

• Quality Service Since 1-973 
• Outpatient Rehab Services ^even days a week 

• 24-Hour Professional Nursirjg Care 

• Physical Occupational and Speech Therapy 

• Recreational Activities Program 

• Coitntry-style.Go'urmet Meals 

• Private and Semi-private Rooms . 

• Telephone Cable and Internet Services 

"•.Beauty and Barber Shop 
• Security System 

• Chapel 

• Medicaid's Medicare Approved 

315-483-9118 
. . 6884 Maple Ave., Sodas NY . . 
\ ^ ^ www.blossomviewcom J J 
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