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Appreciates
statement

To the editor:

I commend you for the
column by Bishop Matthew
Clark, “What we believe
< about the Sacrament :of

Marriage,” which 1 read at

.. www.catholiccourier.com. I
found it to be a very clear-
headed and straightfor-
ward presentation of the

marriage. When so many
tangential arguments re-
garding same-sex marriage
are presented throughout
the media, it 1s very helpful

Catholic thought to provide

a guide. Thank you very
much for the article.

- John Naginis

Sunburst Street
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Lake View Terrace, CA

Mike Crupi/Catholic Courier

Research
civil laws

To the editor:

The controversy concern-
ing fp arital rights for the
gay community concerns
people not only because of
1nd1v’1dua1 religious beliefs
or faith in the teachings of
the Blble but also because of
natural law, which is deter-

mined by human reason. In .-

marriage a man and woman
are able to unite physically
as their bodies were de-
signed to fit uniquely to-
gether They also have the
awesome power to partici-
pate in creation by this
physical union. People of the
same- sex cannot do this.
They might be able to write
personal contracts that give
specific rights to their part-
ners, but this agreement
would also need a new name.

The civil rights laws re-
. garding marriage might

need to be more clearly de-
fined and their purposes

_ atated. Research into these

laws could certainly: in-

crease understanding on
both sides of this issue.

Janet Schwan

Still Moon Crescent,

Rochester

Does cellbacy play
" role in abuse crisis?

It has become common-
place nowadays to insist that
obligatory celibacy is not the

cause of the. sexual-abuse

crisis in the priesthood. The
recent report of the inde-
pendent, but episcopally-ap-
pointed, National Review
Board makes that point.

It may be that there are
some uninformed, simplisti-
cally minded people ‘out

there who have claimed that -

celibacy is the cause of this
terrible scdndal and crisis,
but I am nof aware of a sin-
gle seriqus commentator
who has made such a claim.

The defenders of celibacy
are surely right when they
ask, “If celibacy were-the
cause of the crisis, why
haven't the overwhelming
majority of celibate priests
been sexually involved with
children and young peopie?”

But those same defenders
move onto softer ground
when they cite the statistic
that the total number of
priests accused of these
crimes and sins of sexual

" abuse during the timeframe

covered by the report repre-
sented “only” 4 percent of
the active clergy during that
time. From there they move
almost effortlessly to the
conclusion that 96 percent of
celibate priests are faithful
‘to their commitment to
celibacy.”

But this is a fallacy The
fact that at least 4 percent of
priests have been accused of
abusing children and teen-
agers does not necessarily
mean that the remaining 96
percent are celibate in the

_ full sense of the word.

Such an assumption is at

-be said

FatherR.id_'larelMcBrien
Essays in Theology

least questioned, if not con-
tradicted, by the testimony
and experience of spiritual
directors, psychologists, vic-
ars for clergy, and, most im-
Dportantly, of priests them-
selves.

Richard Sipe’s recently
published book,.Celibacy in
Crisis: A Secret World Revis-
ited, challenges the celiba-
cy-is-working-for-the-other-
96-percent thesis. On the

. basis of hundreds of inter-

views with priests, their
partners and their victims,
Sipe concludes that at any
one time one-half of the
priest population involve
themselves with sexual ac-
tivity of somé sort.

He further estimates that
at any one time only 2 per-
cent of celibate clergy can
to ‘have truly
“achieved” celibacy. Anoth-
er 6 to 8 percent for whom
the practice of celibacy is
“firmly established” have
apparently been gifted with
the “clear charismi of celiba-
cy,’ occasnonal lapses over
the course of a lifetime
notwithstanding.

If Sipe's findings are
valid, it requires no mathe-
matical dexterity to see that

" for a significant number of

priests, celibacy either does ;
not work at all or is vulnera- :
ble to frequent or occasional
compromises.

Again, this 1s still not to j
say that obligatory celibacy
is the cause of the crisis.
Rather, it is a major-factor,
but not in isolation from the |
church’s official teachings
on all aspects of human sex-
uality nor from the way in
which those téachings have
been communicated to, and
internalized by, clergy, reli- :
gious and laity alike. ;

By restricting ordination

and the continued exercise |

of priestly ministry to those -
willing to commit them-
selves to lifelong celibacy, -
the church is forced to draw
from-an exceedingly narrow
slice of its male population
for its most important pas- ¥
toral ministry. <
Within that populanon
there is likely to be a dispro- &
portionately higher percent- %
age of sexually dysfunction- %
al or immature individuals *
than in the general male +
population, and there is dlso -
likely to be a disproportion- |
ately higher number of ho-
mosexuals, some of whom
may havé been attracted to ;
the “cover” that a celibate -
priesthood offers.
One final question: If*
celibacy has.nothing to do
with the sexual-abuse crisis, .
why is it that the scandal has
not touched in any signifi- :
¢cant way the Eastern-rite -
Catholic churches. which:
have a married priesthoed? -
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Father McBrien 1s a profes-
sor of theology at the Um .

versity of Notre Dame

The Cathalic Courier provides:space for readers to express oplmons on all sides
of the issues. We welcome orlgmal, signed letters about current issues affecting

church life.

LettersPoIicy” |

.

Although we cannot pubhsh every letter we receive, we seek to provide a bal-
anced representation of expréssed opinions and a variety of reflections on life in
the church. We will choose 1etters based on likely reader interest, timeliness and
a sense of fair play. Our dlscernmg readers may determine whether to agree or
disagree with the opinions expressed.

Letters must not exceed 300 words. Anonymous letters and the use of pseudo-
nyms are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters For legal and other
concerns. With respect to errors in submitted text, we will correct spelling only.

Mail letters to; Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624 or e-mail
to letiers@caiholiccouricr.com. Please include your full name, phone number and
" complete address for verification. -
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