
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f rom and 
to the d iocese , at a c ruc ia l 
t i m e in o u r con t inu ing 
growth . 

I a p p r e c i a t e your work," 
and the support' of our parish 
(St. ' Joseph's Penfield) for 
the Catholic Courier. 

Jim Gulley 
Brookshire Lane 

Penfield 

Appreciates 
statement 
To the ed i tor 

I c o m m e n d you for t h e 
co lumn by Bishop Mat thew 
Clark , "What we be l i eve 
abou t the S a c r a m e n t of 
M a r r i a g e , " which I r e ad at 
www.catholiccourier.com. I 
found it to be a v e r y clear­
h e a d e d a n d s t r a igh t fo r ­
w a r d p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e 
Cathol ic u n d e r s t a n d i n g . o f " 
m a r r i a g e . When so m a n y 
t a n g e n t i a l a r g u m e n t s re ­
ga rd ing same-sex m a r r i a g e 
a r e p r e s e n t e d t h r o u g h o u t 
the med ia , it is v e r y helpful 
to have a clear statement of 
Catholic thought to provide 
a guide. Thanh you very 
m u c h for the a r t ic le . 

John Naginis 
Sunburst Street 

Lake View Terrace, CA 

Research 
civil laws 
To the editor: 

The cont roversy concern­
ing ihar i ta l r i gh t s for the 
gay jcommunity c o n c e r n s 
people not only b e c a u s e of 
indivjidual re l igious beliefs 
or' faith in the t each ings of 
the Bible but also because of 
natura l law, which is deter­
mined by human reason. In 
m a r r i a g e a man and woman 
a r e able to unite physical ly 
as the i r bodies w e r e de­
s igned to fit un ique ly to­
gether . They also have the 
a w e s o m e power to par t ic i ­
pa t e in c rea t ion by this 
physical union. People of the 
same- sex cannot do this . 
They might be able to wr i te 
personal con t rac t s that give 
specific r ights to their par t­
n e r s , but this a g r e e m e n t 
would also need a new name. 

The civil r i gh t s laws re ­
g a r d i n g m a r r i a g e migh t 
need to be more clearly de­
fined and the i r p u r p o s e s 
s ta ted. R e s e a r c h into these 
laws could certainly, in­
crease understanding on 
both sides of this issue, 

Janet Schwan 
Still Moon Crescent, 

Rochester 

Does celibacy play 
role in abuse crisis? 

It has b e c o m e common­
place nowadays to insist that 
Obligatory celibacy is not the 
c a u s e of the . sexual -abuse 
crisis in the priesthood. The 
r e c e n t r epo r t of the inde­
pendent , but episcopally-ap-
pointed, Nat ional Rev iew 
Board makes that point. 

It m a y b e tha t t h e r e a r e 
some uninformed, simplisti-
cally minded people out 
the re who have claimed that 
celibacy is the cause of this 
t e r r ib l e s c i n d a l and cr is is , 
but I a m not a w a r e of a sin­
gle se r ious c o m m e n t a t o r 
who has m a d e such a claim. 

The defenders of celibacy 
a r e su re ly r igh t when they 
ask, "If ce l ibacy w e r e the 
cause of the cr i s i s , why 
haven ' t t he o v e r w h e l m i n g 
majori ty of cel ibate pr ies t s 
been sexually involved with 
children and young people?" 

But those s a m e defenders 
move onto sof ter g round 
when they ci te the s tat is t ic 
tha t the total n u m b e r of 
p r i e s t s accused of these 
c r i m e s and s ins of sexua l 
abuse dur ing the t imef rame 
covered by the repor t repre ­
sen ted "only" 4 p e r c e n t of 
the act ive clergy during that 
t ime. F rom the re they move 
a lmos t ef for t less ly to the 
conclusion that 96 percent of 
cel ibate pr ies t s a r e faithful 
to the i r c o m m i t m e n t to 
celibacy. 

But this is a fallacy. The 
fact that a t least 4 pe rcen t of 
pr ies ts have been accused of 
abus ing ch i ldren and teen­
a g e r s does not neces sa r i l y 
mean that the remaining 96 
p e r c e n t a r e ce l iba te in the 
full, sense of the word. 

Such an assumption is at 

FatherRichardM cBrien 

Essays in Theology 

least questioned, if not con­
t radic ted, b y the tes t imony 
and expe r i ence of spir i tual 
directors, psychologists, vic­
a r s for clergy, and, most im­
por t an t ly , of p r i e s t s them­
selves. 

R ichard Sipe's r ecen t ly 
published book,.Celibacy in 
Crisis: A Secret World Revis­
ited, cha l l enges the celiba-
cy-is-working-for-the-other-
96-percent thes is . On the 

, bas i s of h u n d r e d s of inter­
v iews with p r i e s t s , t he i r 
p a r t n e r s and the i r v ic t ims, 
Sipe conc ludes that at any 
one t ime one-half of the 
p r i e s t populat ion involve 
themse lves with sexual ac­
tivity of some sort. 

He fur ther es t imates that 
at any one t ime only 2 per­
cent of ce l iba te c l e rgy can 

,be said to have t ru ly 
"achieved" celibacy. Anoth­
e r 6 to 8 pe rcen t for whom 
the p r ac t i c e of ce l ibacy is 
" f i rmly e s t ab l i shed" have 
apparen t ly been gifted with 
the "c lear cha r i sm of celiba­
cy," occasional lapses over 
the cou r se of a l i fet ime 
notwithstanding. 

If Sipe's f indings a r e 
valid, it r equ i re s no mathe­
matical dexter i ty to see that 
for a significant n u m b e r of 

pr ies ts , celibacy e i ther does 
not work at all or is vulnera­
ble to frequent o r occasional 
compromises . 

Again, th is is still not to 
say that obligatory cel ibacy 
is the c a u s e of the cr i s i s . 
Rather, it is a major factor, 
but not in isolation from the 
chu rch ' s official t e ach ings 
on all aspec ts of human sex= 
uali ty nop from the way in 
which those teachings have 
been communicated to, and 
internalized by, clergy, reli­
gious and laity alike. 

By res t r i c t ing ordinat ion 
and the continued exe rc i se ] 
of priest ly minis t ry to those 
will ing to commi t them­
selves .to lifelong celibacy, 
the church is forced to draw 
from=an exceedingly nar row : 
slice of its male population | 
for its most impor tan t pas - 8 
toral ministry. •= J 

Within tha t populat ion, •• 
t he re is likely to be a dispro- { 
jportionately higher percent- a 
age of sexually dysfunction- % 
al or i m m a t u r e individuals ) 
than in the genera l male » 
population, and there is also • 
likely to be a disproportion- . 
a tely h igher n u m b e r of ho­
mosexua l s , some of whom 
may have been a t t rac ted to : 
t he "cover" that a ce l ibate ; 
pr iesthood offers. ; 

One final quest ion: If '•• 
ce l ibacy has .nothing to do , 
with the sexual-abuse crisis , . ' 
why is it that the scandal has 
not touched in any signifi- ; 
cant way the Eas tern-r i fe -
Catholic chu rches , which 
have a mar r ied priesthood? -

Fa ther McBrien is a profes­
sor of theology at t h e Uni­
versi ty of Notre Dame. . 

A15 

§ 

The Catholic Courier provides Space for readers to express opinions on ail sides 
of the issues: We welcome original, signed letters about current issues affecting 
church life. 

Although w e cannot publish e v e r y letter w e receive, w e seek t» provide a bal­
anced representation of expressed opinions and a variety of reflections onj i f e in 
the church. We win choose let ters based on likely reader interest, t imel iness and 
a Sense of fair play. Our discerning readers may determine whether to agree or 
disagree with the opinions expressed . 

Letters must not exceed 300 words . Anonymous letters and the use of pseudo­
n y m s are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters For legal and other 
concerns. With respect to errors in submitted text, we will correct spelling only. 

Mail letters to; Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624 or e-mail 
to lett6rs@catholiccourier.com. Please include your full name, phone number and 
complete address for verification. 
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