
Priestly ministry like 'falling in love' 
"Today I am given to you by God 

that I may serve you, and together 
we might serve Him." This is the 
quote I used on the front of my ordi
nation invitation last June. It is some
thing that I have tried to remind my
self of daily throughout this first 
year of ordained ministry. 

Having just celebrated my first 
Easter Triduum a few weeks ago, the J 

death and resurrection of Christ is 
what resonates within me as I reflect 
upon my first year of priesthood. It 
has been a year of extreme joys and 
sorrows, intense highs and lows. As I 
write this, I have an overall sense of 
peace and joy in being a priest. 

A few close family members and 
friends died this past year. My moth
er died two months before my priest
hood ordination. My grandmother 
died last July. A very dear friend ' 
from Washington, D.C., died in Octo
ber, and my uncle died in December. 
It has been a year of significant loss
es that plunged me into the depths of 
sorrow and mourning. I miss all of 
them deeply: Each one of them was a 
part of my life in their own unique 
and wonderful way. 

I have also experienced the loss of 
my close friends in the seminary. Be
cause we lived together every day 
for almost four years, we grew very 
close and I miss them now that I am 
ordained and we are not together on 
a daily basis. It was a loss to me to 
not have such a close support net
work in this first year of priesthood. 

,1 have also experienced so many 
joys and blessings this year. I am as
signed to St. Mary's in Canandaigua, 
St. Felix in Clifton Springs and St. 
Francis in Phelps. So, I am putting 
many miles on my car this year. But 
I am enjoying meeting so man)' peo
ple and experiencing the lives of so 
many different people in these three 
communities. The resurrection and 
new life that these communities 
bring to my life gives me great joy. 

I have been blessed to celebrate 
significant moments-'with these peo
ple — births, first Communions, con
firmations, marriages, deaths. I have 
been present with them to celebrate 
their joys and sorrows, the totality of 
their lives, and it humbles me. In 
these moments,. God becomes clear
er, more-tangible, taking on flesh in 
these people and becoming sacra
ment for me. They help me grow • 
closer to God and to fall more deeply 
in love with them. 

One experience that I recall so 
vividly is with a woman-who was dy
ing of cancer. I had been asked by a 
friend of hers to visit her. She was , 
not Catholic but she desired to be
come part of the church. In our vis
its, I was able to see God more clear-
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A senior priest greets Father Mark 6 
nation at Sacred Heart Cathedral 

ly in a woman who desired so deeply 
to be joined more closely with God. I 
was able to celebrate the sacrament 
of baptism and the sacrament of the 
sick with her. I was impressed with 
the great faith that she had. It was 
planted by God and was nurtured all 
of her life by the many friends that 
surrounded her on her deathbed. At 
her death, I knew she was ready to 
meet her God because of all the love 
that' was surrounding her at that 
point, There rn,ust have been 40 to 50 
of her family and closest friends pre
sent to birthher into her new life. 
That is an experience that will stay 
with me all of my life. 

I have been ministering with such 
wonderful staffs at St. Mary's, St. Fe-

• lix and St. Francis. I have been 
blessed with the opportunity to learn 
from them, and from the pastor of St. 
Mary's, Father Tom Mull, and the 
parish administrator at St. Felix and 
St. Francis, Sister Joan Sobala, SSJ. 
Both Father1 Mull and Sister-Joan are 
holy and profoundly gifted people 
who are helping me to understand 
and become what it is that God has 
ordained me to be. 

I am also enjoying meeting and 
getting to know my brother priests 
here in the diocese. I just returned 
from our annual convocation, and it 
was a wonderful opportunity to meet 
many of them, as well as to spend 
time with those whom I have devel
oped close friendships with. Al
though I do not have the opportunity 
to be with my friends from the sem
inary as often anymore, I see where 
God has planted new life in me 
through these friendships.. 

If I were to describe this first year 
I would say that it is a process of 
falling in love. When I think of my vo
cation to the priesthood, I am thank
ful to my parents who loved each oth
er for almost 50 years. I am thankful 
for the way that they showed me how 
to be servant to others. I am trying 
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to live my priestly life as a servant 
who lives the command of Jesus — 
love one another as I have loved.you. 
' As I enter into and walk this jour
ney of life with the people of. St. 
Mary's, St. Felix, and St. Francis, I 
fall mare deeply in love with them 
and the way they have helped me to 
fall more deeply in love with our 
God. Celebrating the sacraments 
with them, especially Sunday Mass, 
gives me great joy when ive come to
gether as a eucharistic family trying 
to help each other along the way, 
deepening -our sense of call and vo
cation that God has given to all of us. 

I love looking out at the congrega
tion at Sunday Mass and seeing the 

people whose lives have intersected 
mine. I see them, but more impor
tantly, I see the stories that their 
lives tell. Celebrating the joys and 
sorrows of their lives become eu
charistic moments. I see the totality 
of their lives and how they .come to
gether to worship our God in a spirit 
of love and gratitude. The Eucharist 
is where we all meet; and we meet 
there in the most authentic way. We 
are real in the Real Presence of 
Christ. • 

Ijdo not need to remind myself dai
ly of the quote on my ordination in
vitation because the people remind 
me of it every day. Their presence 
reminds me that i want to be servant 
to them so that together we can Serve 
God. 

• Father Mark Brewer currently 
serves as priest intern at St. Mary 
Church, Canandaigua. 
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St. Bernard's Information 

OPEN HOUSE 
Choose a location close to you t 

ROCHh'SThR: 

SYRACl'SE: 

\X ATKINS GLEN": 

Wednesday/)unc 9. jo in . "".00-8.S0 pm 
St. Bernards school ot'Thcolop and Mmisirv 
120 French Rd. -

Tuesday. June 8. 2004. ~:O0-8:30 pm 
The Spiritual Renewal Center. 1118 Court Street 
Thursday. June 10. 200-4. ~:00-8.30 pm 
St. Man's of the Lake. 90S Decatur Street 

Plus, don't forget to join us for one our 
SIT IN ON A CLASS N I G H T S 

W o m e n i n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t VC'cdncsdav June 16, 6:00 pm 
T h o m a s M e r t o n 

Pastoral Minister as Healer 
Intro, to Theology & Ministry 

XXcdncsdas. J u n e 16. 6.O0 p m 
Tuesday. June IS. 6:00 pm 
Tuesday June IS. (vOOpm 

.4// events are.free, hut you mustpre-register by •ailing ( 5 # T ) 2 /-.i65~ ext _'W 

S T . B E R N A R D ' S 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, AND MINISTRY 

120 F r e n c h Rd. • Roches ter . NY Int6l8 

For more information call (585) 2^1-365^ ext 290 
or b\ e-mail at lhouser@stbernards.edu 

im the web at www.sttxernards.edu 

mailto:lhouser@stbernards.edu
http://www.sttxernards.edu

