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YOUR SPOUSE NEEDS YOU.

Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier

Leaders of the Diocese of -

Rochester and the area's Muslim
community have scheduled a gath-
ering to celebrate the first anniver-
sary of their “Agreement of Under-
standing and Mutual Cooperation.”
The event was slated for Monday,
May 3, at 7 p.m. at the diocesan Pas-
toral Ceriter in Gates.

cluding a series of presentations
over thepex‘}ﬁreral months on such
topics as how Tslam and Catholicism
view conception, childhoodl,‘youth,
marriage, aging, death and the af-
terlife. Other presentations will cov-
er such issues as each faith’s prayer
practices and views on women and
gender. Deacon Driscoll added that
the alliance has found there's a
tremendous need for Catholics to do
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Rochester community; and imple-
ment the agreement jointly.

In a statement marking its an-
niversary, Bishop Clark noted the
agreement’s role in fostering inter-
faith understanding.

“This unique agreement — and the
ongoing work to implement it — is a

has cemented feelings of mutual con-
cern between diocesan Catholics and
area Muslims that existed before the
agreement was signed. O'Connor
added that while adherents of each
religion don't agree on everything,
they believe that individuals must be

/free to seek God's truth for thém- -

selves.
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members of the Muslim-Catholic Al-
liance, an 18-member group of rep-
resentatives from both faith com-
munities, were slated to update
participants about their work over
the past year. Alliance members
have discovered that Islam ‘and
Catholicism have much in common,
according to Deacon Thomas
Driscoll, chairman of the alliance
and director of community education
at St. Bernard's School of Theology
and Ministry. Both religions value
family; the sanctity of life from caon-
ception to death; and aiding the poor
and the oppressed: he said.

“We represent some of the biggest
religious groups in the world, and it’s
important te have conversation.”
Deacon Driscoll added. )

He said the alliance has met five
times over the past year, and has
planned a number of mitigtives, n-

gesture.

“We felt that we had to have some-
thing on paper to reflect gur true
feelings toward each other,” he said
of the diocese and the Muslim com-
munity.

EDITOR'S NOTE: To learn more
about Islam, visit www.stbernards.
edw/islam.htm. ’
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