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thank you Jesus.

By the way, Jesus was
Jewish, Why would this
moyvie cause anti-Semitism?

If anything, it should make -

people thank our Jewish
brothers and sisters for Je-

sus. We all crucified Jesus. .

Dan Giancursio
Crowsnest Lane
Macedon

‘Ambiguous’
on abortion

To the editor:

L am writing,in reference
to your front page lead arti-
cle of Feb. 12, “Mixing reli-
gion with politics.”

Your article was ambigu-
ous on the important issue
of our time, “abortion.”

+ 1 believe you needed to.
but did not, state upfront,
for the benefit of the read-
ers and unborn children,
that ALL Democratic candi-
dates are Pro-Choice.

[t is important to be clear

on this issue because your

article left readers with the
thought that it may, be
moral and in line with the
Church’s teachings to vate
for one of the Democratic
candidates, when it is nei-
ther.

Again ALI Democratic
candidates are Pro-Death
candidates, and [ believe it
is the obligation of the

+

Church and gll who repre-
sent the Church, or appear
to in any manner, to educate

. the people at every oppor-

tunity as to the facts, and
thus help to put an end to
the killing of unborn chil-
dren!

I do understand that you
made reference to the Web
site “belief.net” that does
condemn abortion in stating
the Church'’s position, also

stating the pro-choice posi-.

tion of John Kerry etc., but
all readers of the Courier do
not. have computers and
some others will not take
the time to go to this Web
site and/or read other non-

front page articles to learn

the facts.

I believe that this lead ar-
ticle failed at an opportuni-
ty to state the truth on the
Democratic candidates and
their unanimous Pro-Death
positions!

Bob Zimmerman
Oakwood Road
. Rochester

EDITOR'S NOTE: The
Catholic News Service sto-
ry in question did not even
attempt to report candi-
dates’ position$ on the is-
sues, instead focusing on
their apparent realization
that religion is important to

voters. Subsequent Cduirier *

articles will report the ma-

+_ jor-party candidates’ posi-

tions on all relevant issues

Resurrection has
redemptlve significance ;

* One.of the criticisms of
Mel Gibson’s film, “The Pas-
sion 6f the Christ,” has been

that it gives only gléncing at- .
. tention to the Resurrection,

portraying it as something
that happened primarily for
Jesus’ own benefit, a sign of
his personal victory over his
Roman and Jewish persecu-
tors. ,

For many decades prior to
the Second Vatican Council,
Catholic biblical scholarship
— and the theology that de-
pended upon it in such large
measure — was not permit-
ted by church authorities to
take advantage of the most
up-to-date historical and sci-
entific methods of interpret-
ing the sacred texts. It was
not until 1943 that Pope Pius
X1I, in his extraordinary en-
cyclical, Divino Afflante
Spiritu, gave Catholic bibli-
cal scholars that permission.

‘The encyclical showed a re-

markable confidence that
science and faith could nev-
er be opposed to one another.
The church has nothing to
fear from the truth.

One of the fruits of this re-
newal of Catholic biblical
scholarship was a newly in-
vigorated Catholic theology,
drawing now upon a richer,
more accurate understand-
ing of the meaning of bibli-
cal texts.

One of the most important
insights that Catholic theolo-
gians had, especially those
specializing in Christology
in general and the Redemp-
tion in particular, was that
the redemptive work of Je-
sus was not limited to his
Passion and Crucifixion.

In that earlier approach,

 FatherRichardMcBrien

Essays in Theology

derived largely from me-
dieval theology, the human
community was saved be-
cause of Jesus' willingness
to endure unspeakable suf-
fering, leading up to the
most  ignominious and
painful death. In doing so,
Jesus paid off the debt that
we all had incurred in God’s
eyves because of the sin of
Adam and Eve.

Jesus’ preaching and good
works, his acts of mercy and
compassion, his courageous
challenging of - religious
hypocrisy, were but a pre-
lude to the Redemption.

Again, no redemptive sig-
nificance in the Resurrec-
tion. It was primarily for Je-

us’ -personal benefit: a
reward for having endured
such suffering and such a
death.

But the Resurrection was
also to have some apologeti-
cal, but not redemptive,
meaning for us. Because Je-
sus rose from the dead, his
claims to be the Son of God
were valid. Only.someone
who was truly divine could
have come back to life.

The theological tide
turned dramatically against
this narrow view of the Re-

demption as Catholic theolo- -

gy entered a new period of -

peace and prosperity, so to
speak, aided by Pope Pius
X1I's liberation of Catholic
biblical scholarship.

One of the first and most
dramatic signs came in 1950
in The Resurrection; A Bibli-
cal Study by, appropriately,
a Redemptorist biblical
scholar, Francis X. Dur-
rwell.

Father Durrwell’'s book
was quickly followed by
many other ‘books and arti-
cles on the subject by many
other authors, and it was
soon evident that there had
been a veritabfe sea-change
in the church’s understand-
ing of the heart and the
scope of the mystery of our
salvation.

It was as if we had been
led to read for the first time,
or at least with fresh eyes,
the classical lines of St. Palil
on the redemptive signifi-
cance of the Resurrection in
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1 Corinthians 15:12-19. and

specifically the line, “if
Christ has not been raised.
your faith is vain: vou are
still in your sins” (v. 17). In-
deed, the Holy Spirit, the
first fruits of our salvation,
could not have been given to
us until Jesu$ ‘had
raised and glorified {John
7:39; 16:7).

Perhaps Mr. Gibson might
now consider plowing back
some of his record-setting
profits into a secord film en-
titled, “The Resurrection of
the Christ,” if only to com-
plete the story.

Father McBrien is a profes-
sor of theology at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame.

The Catholic Courier provides space for reéaders to express opinions on all sides
of the issues. We welcome original, signed letters about current issues affecting-

church life.

Lette,rsPoquy

Although we cannot publish every letter we receive, we seek to provide a bal-
anced representation of expressed opinions and a variety of reflections on life in
the church. We will choose letters based on likely reader interest, tirieliness and
" a sense of fair play. Our discerning readers may determme whether to agree or
disagree with the opinions expressed.

Letters must not exceed 300 words. Anonymous letters and the use of pseudo-
nyms are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters for legal and other
concerns. With respect to errors in submitted text, we will correct spelling only.

Mail letters to: Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624 or e-mail
to letters@catholiccourier.com. Please in¢lude your full name, phone number and
complete address for verification. -
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