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Q. I'm puzzled by the relative lack

of importance attached the feast of .

the Annuhciation (March 25) by the
church. Dec. 8, the feast of Our La-
dy’s conception, is a day of obliga-
tion, but the feast of Our Lord’s con-
ception is not.

The church teaches that life begins

_ at conception, and the Annunciation
marks the event when the Word be-
came flesh. It would seem that pro-
.moting this feast would both honor
our Lord and emphasize our com-
mitment to the church’s teaching
about the origin of life.

" Our Catholic paper had an article
about a Catholic English martyr,
Margaret Clitherow. Her feast, they
said, is on the feast of the Annuncia-
tion. Can another saint be commem-
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mens, and even during Holy Week,
this would bar the celebration of any
feast in March. .

. Some Christian churches tx]ied to &

move the feast to the week before

Christmas, Dec. 18, or during Janu- §

ary. but these alternatives never be-
came popular. Eventually, about the
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