
SELF-INSURANCE 
Continued from page 1 j 
that's terribly anti-life," thie bishop 
said. 

The plan created for the Baker 
Diocese also offers some benefits 
that aren't usually found in employ
ee health-insurance programs, he 
explained. For instance, it picks up 
the cost of training in nat
ural family planning, the church-ap
proved fan)ily planning system. It 
pays for family therapy, where most . 
plans only cover individual mental 
health care. And it covers treatment 
for self-inflicted injuries, something 
excluded by most health insurance. 

"As a Christian, I'd be hard-
pressed to have to tell parents whose 
child just attempted suicide that 
their son or daughter's medical care 
is not covered," Bishop Vasa said. 

Under self-insurance, employers 
themselves pay the costs of covered 
health care, using the money that 
otherwise would be used for premi
ums to outside companies, said Tra
cy Williams, president of Verus 

Employees of some dioceses that use self-
insurance pay low monthly health premiums. 

Health, an Indianapblis-based com
pany which administers health-in
surance plans in line with Catholic 
teaching. , 

Dennis Poust, spokesman for the 
New York State Catholic Confer
ence, noted that his state's church 
is battling contraceptive mandates 
similar to those imposed by Cali
fornia. New York's bishops have 
discussed self-insurance as an op
tion should they lose their current 
court case against the mandates, he 

said. 
Meanwhile, James Rihe-

fierd, chief financial officer 
for the Diocese of Rochester, 
N.Y., said that "preliminary 
discussions" have taken 
place regarding self-insur
ance, but "nothing defini
tive" has been concluded. 

Because of the complexi
ties of any kind of health in
surance, self-insurers typi
cally use such companies to 
pull together and oversee 
their plans. Third-party ad
ministrators, as they are 
known, can create an em

ployer's own network or go through 
local systems, such as Oregon's 
Providence Health, or large nation
wide providers, such as United 
HealthCare, the provider for the 
self-insurance program of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
which has about 350. employees. 

Williams explained that when ac
tual expenses run less than the 
amount expected, the employer 
pockets the extra money that year. 
When costs run higher, the employ

er is responsible for paying, usually 
out of other funding sources. 

. Williams said self-insurers gener
ally have what is known as stop-loss 
insurance coverage-'to pay costs be
yond a certain upper limit. Because 
of the amount of money needed as a 
base, self-insurance isn't practical 
for small employers, he said. But 
those with as few as 100 employees 
can probably afford to tailor insur
ance to suit their, moral standards 
and,-often, save money too, accord
ing to Williams. 

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, Ind., has been .self-insured 
since long before its chief financial 

.officer, Joe Ryan, started work there 
seven years ago. Until the last three 
years brought several unexpectedly 
large claims and $3.6 million in loss
es, the diocese realized significant 
savings nearly every- year, Ryan 
said. 

"I assume we've saved at least 
that amount ($3.6 million) over the 
previous years," he said. The math 
works out for the diocese's 1,200 em
ployees, too, with their premiums 
costing only about $20 a month. 
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SELL YOUR CRAFTS 
"in Courier Classified! 

Call 5 8 5 . 5 2 9 . 9 5 3 0 

CUSTOM MADE ROSARIES, 
rosary repairs, and religious 
gifts. M&P Custom Creations 
and Designs, 1282 Waterloo-
Geneva Rd., Waterloo, NY 
13165(315)-539-8612 
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

3 Roman Catholic parishes in Auburn area, full time, devel

op/implement faith formation program, including sacramental 

prep, adult education, summer program, family programs 

and curriculum for grade school program. 

Send resume by March 25th to: 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
90 Melrose Road, Auburn, NY 13021 

Fax: 315-255-0716 or asacredh@dor.org 

Catholic Charities of Livingston County is seeking: 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
This non-profit organization, located in Mt. Morris, 
"has a motivated staff of 11 & many volunteers. 

MISSION: "Rooted in Scripture and tradition which erfiphasizes 
the dignity of every human person (regardless of religious 
- affiliation), especially the poorest among us; Cajholic 

Charities of Livingston County provides direct assistance, 
advocates for social and economic justice, and encourages 

self-sufficiency through education and support." 

QUALIFICATIONS: actively practicing Catholic; must have a 
masters degree in a social services field, oi; equivalent combina
tion of degree & experience; proven skills in planning, communi

cations, personnel management, financial management, pro
gram development, & day-to-day operational management. 

APPLY by April 2, 2004 to: 
Mabel Treadwell, Chair, Search Committee 

2417 Peoria Rd., Leicester, NY 14481 , 

ATTIC TO BASEMENT: Any 
size' water damage, drywall, 
plaster repairs, vaulted, flat, 
textured ceilings repaired, 
redone, repainted. Painting, 
wallpapering. Basement dry-
outs, waterproofing, clean-
outs, molds, smell elimination. 
392-5076 

BASEMENT- PROBLEMS? 
Dryouts, wall repairs, water
proofing. Eliminate molds, 
smells, unhealthy conditions. 
Complete tearouts, cleanouts, 
cleanups. Make space use
able or ready to sell. Call 392-
5076. 

Roofing repairs/Gutter clean
ing, etc. TOP TO BOTTOM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS. Call 
585-338-9865. Fully insured. 

House Cleaning 

SIMPLICITY CLEANING 
SERVICES: Jennifer Bennett, 
Phone 585-338-9865, Cell 
585-748-6328. Let us sweep 
your worries away. Fully 
insured. 

GRAVE SITE 
TURF REPAIR 

SERVICE 
\JkWJV 
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Hie R:glii P'escnpiw 

Renovate & 
Seed With 
Tough New 
& Beautiful 
Varieties! 

Weed Control. 
Insect/Grub Protection, 

and Fertilization Available. 
See Our Yellow Page Ad. p.889 

Call 585-494-1462 
or 585-385-7772 

Courier Classified 
Get big results for 

your small business 

Call 585-529-9530 
to place a an ad 

BURG-MASTER 
PAINTING/PAPERHAMGING, 

textured ceilings, walls. 
ceilings repaired.. Insured, pow-

erwashing 40 years 
serving the area 

DAN BURGMASTER 

585-663-0827 

Remodeling 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
ExjK-Hc-nii' in uiruc." 
housrliold mOMn^ 
.tnd Hclivrr irs 

Htg nr SmtllL \\r do thrrn \ll! 
473-6610/473-4357 

^ Ar l ington St Rorlmlc-t NY 14607 
.\Yt)OT»%57 

Master Carpenter/Skilled Painter 
Over 25 Years of Beautifying Homes in the NY Area 

• Expert General Carpentrv 
• Unique Outdoor Decks 
• Quality Kitchen Renovations 
• Unused Basements Finished 
• Faux Finish Painting 

• Wallpaper Borders Hung 

J . J . CLARKE 
CONSTRUCTION 

You 've tried the rest now go with the best.' 

Call for estimates: 585-248-2692 

^^^^a i i l i6$MEi i r . Travel 

PRINCIPAL OPENINGS 
Cathol ic Elementary Schools 

Diocese of Rochester, NY 
Degree in Educational Administration and Supervision required; 
New York State certification preferred; Experience in Catholic ' 
school as teacher/administrator required. Salary negotiated by 

degree and experience. Applications accepted until April 9, 2004. 
Send resume and cover letter to: 

ST. Elaine Englert, SSJ 
Director of Catholic School Personnel and Recruitment 

1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, NY 14624 
585-328-3210 Ext. 1252 

Englert@dor.org 

PILGRIMAGE 
T O T H E S H R I N E S O F I T A L Y 

With Fr. Peter DeBellis, November 1-11 
Visit: Venice-Florence-Assisi-Ropie. 

Round trip airfare from New York $1979. Most meals. 

Services of professional tour escort. Comprehensive-sight

seeing throughout the tour. Flight insurance. 

All service charges & local hotel taxes paid. 
1 For more information call: 315-252-7593 

ST. FRANCIS C H U R C H , A U B U R N 
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