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Coalition members gathered at the 
headquarters of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops Jan. 29 for: 

• A presentation by and discussion 
with Dan Bryant, assistant attorney 
general for legal policy in the U.S. 
Department of Justice. 
. • An update on reauthorization of, 

the Victims of Trafficking and Vio­
lence Protection Act of 2000. 

• A look at the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services' Office 
of Refugee Resettlement's public-
awareness campaign on human traf­
ficking, with an eye tpward how 
coalition members can be involved. 

But another important aspect of 
the meeting came during lunch, 
when coalition members traded in­
formation about their organization's 
efforts against human trafficking 
during the past three months. 

Each organization approaches the 
problem from a different angle, 
Latuda said. 

The Catholic Health Association, 
for example, is offering posters for 
use in emergency rooms, doctors' of­
fices oradinics to help, health-care 
providers identify those who have 
been subjected to trafficking. The 
poster also gives information on how 
to assist victims. 

Patients who show signs of agita­
tion, isolation, malnourishment,' 
physical or sexual abuse and those 
who rely on "a companion" to tell 
their story may be victims of traf­
ficking, the poster says. 

Coalition members such as MRS 
and Catholic Relief Services are 
more involved in providing direct 
services to victims of trafficking 
here and abroad. 

Catholic Charities USA has re-
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The Catholic Health Association is 
offering this poster to hospitals, 
doctor's offices and clinics to help 

health-care providers identify peo­

ple subjected to human trafficking. 

sponded by educating its own net­
work of social-service agencies 
about the signs of trafficking and the 
assistance available to victims. 

Still other members confront the 
trafficking issue from a legal stand­
point or serve as victim advocates. 

The Victims of Trafficking and Vi­
olence Protection Act, a U.S. law, de­
fines "severe forms of trafficking in 
persons" as "sex trafficking in which 
a commercial sex act is-induced by 
force, fraud or coercion" or involves 
a minor or "the recruitment, harborr 
ing, transportation,, provision or obj-
taining of a person for labor or ser­
vices through the use of force, fraud 

. or coercion." 
The victims of trafficking "often 

believe they are coming here to find 
the American dream," Lptuda said. 
Instead they find forced labor, sexu­
al exploitation or other contempo­
rary forms of slavery. 

Because of the lack of legal immi­
gration options, they sometimes pay 
people to smuggle .them into the 
United States "and sometimes (the 
smugglers) turn out to be traffickers 
who enslave them," she said. 

If victims of trafficking can be 
identified and certified by the feder­
al government's Office of Refugee 
Resettlement, they become eligible 
under the law for the same benefits 
and services available to a refugee. 
The benefits may include food 
stamps, Medicaid, social services 
such as job preparation and English-

. language classes, and Social Securi­

ty, and welfare payments. 

But in the three .years since pas­
sage of the law, only 500 trafficking 
victims have been certified. Ninety 
percent of those were identified 
through Catholic ministers or social-
service agencies, Latuda said. 

And what should someone do when 
he or she suspects that a person 
might be a victim of trafficking? 

Anyone who suspects a trafficking 
situation that has not yet been re-
ported^or investigated should start 
by calling the Justice Department's 
"trafficking in persons and worker 
exploitation task force complaint 
line" at 888/428-7581, Latuda advised. 
That will initiate a federal investiga­
tion into the matter, 

Latuda and others like her at MRS, 
who can be reached at 202/541-3385, 
can help the trafficked person con­
nect with local social-service agen­
cies that will help them before and 
after they are certified as traffick­
ing victims-. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

HOT UNE PLANNED 

NEW YORK (CNS) — 
Covenant House, the agency de­
voted to serving homeless and 
runaway youths, has received a 
grant from the U.S. Department < 
of Health and Human Services 
to operate a hot line for victims 
of human trafficking. 

The contract for the program, 
initiated under the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2002 
and managed by the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement, provides 
$270,000 for the first year. 

-The hot line will be managed 
by Gilbert Ortiz, who directed a 
state-supported drug program 
for the Diocese of Brooklyn be­
fore becoming director of 
Covenant House's "nineline" 
program. The ''nineline" offers 
a number -J800/999-9999—that 
young people in trouble can call 
for counseling and referral to 
sources of help. 

In a telephone interview 
March 4, he said the govern­
ment planned to begin publiciz­
ing the trafficking hot line in At­
lanta, Philadelphia and Phoenix 
within a month and expand to 10 
other cities later. 

The hot line will be available 
24 hours a day, every day, and 
provide counselors in Speinish as 
well as English. Hookups will be 
available for callers to talk to 
professional interpreters who 
know other languages. 

Ortiz said that the hot line will 
offer confidentiality and coun­
selors will not contact police or 
other law enforcement officials 
except" at the caller's request. 

SERVICES 

Electrician 

Wilde 
Electric, Inc. 

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL 

ELECTRIC 
SERVICE 

• Service upgrades 
• Generator switching systems 
• General electric items 

585-750-3903 

Courier 
Classified 
20 WORDS 

FOR$15 

Moving 
& Hauling, 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Expt-ne-nrc m of fie 
household moving 
and dt-livcTic*. 

Hig or Small H> do (hrm All'. 

473-6610/473-4357 
2:1 Arhnpcin Si Rochester NY 14607 

\YDOT»9657 

Home 
Improvement 

ATTIC TO BASEMENT: Any 
size water damage, drywall, 
plaster repairs, vaulted, flat, 
textured ceilings repaired, 
redone, repainted. Painting, 
wallpapering. Basement dry-
outs, waterproofing, clean-
outs, molds, smell elimination. 
392,5076' 

Call 585-529-9530 
to place an ad 

Home Improvement 

BASEMENT PROBLEMS? 
Dryouts, wall, repairs, water­
proofing. Eliminate molds, 
smells, unhealthy conditions. 
Complete tearouts, cleanouts, 
cleanups. Make space use­
able or ready to sell. Call 392-
5076. 

Painting & Wallpapering 

AL MEYVIS, JR . : Interior 
painting, basement walls re­
paired & painted/wet base­
ment problems, ajl type home 
repairs. NYS certified. Call 
392-4435. 

BURG-MASTER 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 

textured ceilings, walls, 
ceilings repaired,. Insured, pow-

erwashing. 40 years 
serving the area. 

DAN BURGMASTER 

585-663-0827 

Travel 

ITALIAN 
PILGRIMAGE 

14 days from the 
6th-19th May, 2004. 

Includes these holy sites: 
Vatican City; 

Assisi (St. Francis); Orvieto 
and Bolsena (Eucharistic mir­
acles); Cortdna; 3 day retreat 
at Mt. La Verna (Stigmata of 

St. Francis); 
AND MORE. 

Sponsored by 
the Franciscan Friars 

of the Immaculate. 
Only $1530.00 

For info call 

(607) 754-0001 
ffimaine@familink.org. 

Travel Remodeling 

GROUPS: 'The Producers"-
Toronto, Nova Scotia, Smokey 
Mountains. New Orleans, Alas­
ka, Branson. For brochure call 
All Seasons Travel 585-637-
2119. 

Call 585-529-9530 
to place an ad . 

I INU-LOOK 
L ? CABINET Rf FACING 

SINCE 1971 
SEE HOW EASY A 

NEW KITCHEN CAN BE' 
585-232-1750 

BBB MC/VJSA 

Master Carpenter/Skilled Painter 
Over 25 Years of Beautifying Homes in the NY Area 

• Expert General Carpentry 
• Unique Outdoor Decks 
•Quality Kitchen Renovations 

• Unused Basements Finished » 

• Faux Finish Painting—' 

• Wallpaper Borders^ung 

J .J . CLARKE 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

You've tried the rest now go with the best!" 
Call for estimates: 585-248-2692 
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