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Time of Crucifixion,
length of Lent \c|a|f' ied

Q. I'm reminded each Lent of a
questlon about Jesus’ death. Accord-
ing to St. Mark’s account of the Pas-

. sion, Jesus was crucified at 9 in the
‘morning (the third hour) and died at

the ninth hour.

This means he hung on the cross
for six hours, rather than the three
hours we usually assume and the oth-
er Gospels say. How is this ex-
plained? (New York)

A. Some differences in -the
Gospels’ chronology of Good Friday
are traceable to the various themes
and theologies of the evangelists who
wrote them. But the problem you
raise isn’t that complicated.

* All three synoptic Gospels note the

“darkness” over the land from noon
to the ninth hour, 3 in the afternoon,
after which Jesus died. Neither
Matthew nor Luke indicates a time
for the Crucifixion, but they describe
several events after the Crucifixion
but before the darkness, implying
that the time on the cross was some-
what more than three hours. .
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Question Corner

now? In preparing our Holy Week
programs, we are told Holy Thurs-
day, not Holy Saturday, is the last day
of Lent. 1s that true? (Texas)

A. Yes. Lent concludes on Holy &
Thursday. Those of us who are older &
will recall that for a long time Lent &
ended at noon on Holy Saturday. This
happened because the great liturgies
of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and j
Holy Saturday were all twisted out
of shape, and were “celebrated” in
relatively brief and informal cere-
monies on the morning of those days

The earlier, long tradition of the
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