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Israel celebrates Passover

& Joe Sarnicola/Contributing writer

¥ When Israel had been a captive na-
& tion ih Egypt, the Lord chose a man
¥ named Moses to lead them to live A T
free in a land of their own. The
Pharaoh of £gypt did not want his
slaves to go, so he refused when
& Moses asked for their freedom. God : "
had‘ to persuade Pharach with R 4k
plugues of locusts, frogs, drought MR
aand even death. Reluctantly, he Lol
Hagreed to let the Israelites go,buthe | s

sent his army after them to kill them

rather than-let them be free. God
A saved his people by parting the Red
4 Sea so that they could cross on dry
# land. When Pharaoh'’s army tried to
A follow, the séa fell on them like a fist
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? new leader of Israel. “I will deliver
Kto you every place where you set
4 foot. L will be with you as I was with
§ Moses, 1 will not leave you nor for-
s sake you. Be firm and steadfast. Do
not fear nor be dismayed, for the

&
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'; Lord, your God, is with you wherev-

er you go. Today I will begin to exalt

you in the sight of all. Israel.”
Although many people had died
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% the desert, many new children had
‘ been born.during that same time,
& some of whom had grown into young
¥ adults. So God gave Joshua instruc-

§ tions for a ceremony of purification

“Today [ have removed the reproach
8 of Egypt from you.” -

during the long period of living in *

g for his people,‘after which he said,

While the Israelites stayed at the
place of purification, called Gilgal,
they celebrated the anniversary of
Passover. Passover was the day of
the last and most terrible plague to
hit Egypt before Pharaeh allowed
the Israelites to leave. An angel of
death would fly over the country and

Kkill the firstborn in every household

unless he saw sacrificial blood on the
doorframes. If he did, he would pass
oyer those homes.

Passover was a happy celebration
indeed. The Israelites were no
longer slaves in Egypt, they were
not wandering in the wilderness and
God had promised them a land of
their own. They no longer had to eat

the manna that God provided for

them when they were homeless.
From their own crops they ate un-
leavened caKes and parched grain.

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
’ Joshua §
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1. Whose place did Joshua take as
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You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an

_ essay (100 or fewer words) in response to

) leader? : :
N Passover was an important day to our Biblical an- . y .
i cestors. Why do you think it is important to cele- 2. \g::stm?ég, the Israelites eat at

brate holidays, such as Christmas and Easter?
Send your essay — including name, home ad-
dress, telephone number, school & grade — to
Catholic Courier, PO. Box 24379, Rochester, NY
14624. Deadline for entries is March 18. The

winner, whose essay will be published in an upcoming issue of Kids' Chron- 38
“icle, will be notified by phone. _ The o the followi tions have the | ‘ 3
Last month'’s winner was Rose Hayes, a sixth-grader at Christ the King of th © anzwpe; § 1o the Ohowl?.g qulei lonf\ ave the letters
School. In response to'Why do you think David-was a good cheice to be a | ¢ wor ssover as thelr first letter. NSWers on page 11, 37
king of Israel? she wrote, “There were many kings of Israel. One impor- 1. A clergyman who presidesat Mass. P _____- ____ __
tant king was David. David was a great king. He had many good qualities; , ‘
he was faithful, fair and honest. David was a great soldier as well. He also \ 2. The fifth book of the New Testament. A ___________ - A 3
i1 kept his promise to respect the leaders of the northern tribes. He united i 3. A holy day of rest. S o _____ M 40
h %1 the people of the northern tribes with Israel with the southern tribes. Hon- " 4. The Good S 3 42
esty madé David a great king because when he committed two serious sins “~ - T TTTTmm o .
he admitted it. David was fair because he promised to treat everyone fair- 5. A very short Old Testamentbook. . O ___._ _______ “ . 43
ly. He was faithful because when no gne would fight Goliath he had faith | 6. Where the pope lives. Ty : '
that God would protect him and won the battle. David was a great king be- 3 L - TTTmmETmmmT T I
- cause he recognized his own failures and resolved not to repeat them. 7. Jacob's twin brother. E __ f 44
THANKS TO OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR ‘g 8 Last book of the Bible. R 2 ’ : 45
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