
Teens hold Mardi Gras fundraiser 
Jennifer Burke/Catholic Courier 

ITHACA — On Fep. 22, youths at 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish — who 
were decked out in jester hats and 
Mardi Gras beads — worked to com­
bine the spirit of Fat Tuesday with 
the spirit of giving as they raised 
money for charity. 

On that day, members of the mid­
dle-school youth group hosted a 
Mardi Gras-themed carnival to raise 
funds for the Tompkins County So­
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals and Free the Children, an 
international organization that em­
powers children to help end poverty 
and exploitation of other children. 

Youth-group members researched 
the charities they wanted to raise 
money for and spent hours con­
structing the carnival games, said 
Tanya Bollenbach, coordinator of 
the parish's middle-school youth 
ministry. 

"It's another way to promote lead­
ership within the middle-school 
group and get the group working to­
gether as a'team and also support a 
charity," Bollenbach said. 

"We want to m a k e people a w a r e 
of how o ther peojjle a r e living," ex­
plained Kar in Andersson, 13, as she 
staffed the "Guess the Price" game, 
which consisted of Karin posing 
questions to carnival-goers about 
wages or living conditions of people 

Mike Crupi/Catholic Courier 

Three-year-old Gabrielle Wilson plays the "Lost Sheep Shell Game" Feb. 22 
during the Mardi Gras carnival at Ithaca's St. Catherine of Siena Church. 
The carnival, which was organized by the parish's middle-school youth 
group, benefited two charities. 

in Third-World countries. 
Many who played the game were 

surprised to learn the long hours 
children work for low wages, said 
Kuya Lokuruka, 13, who staffed the 
gametable with Karin t The table al­
so included containers for donations 
and posters explaining how those do­
nations would be used to benefit the 
two char i t ies . 

Many other games were more 
lighthearted in nature. Art Sullivan, 
12, and Jacob Morris-Knower, 11, 

were, in charge of "Knock Down the 
Sins", bowling, in which each p layer 
rolled a ball towacd plastic soda bot­
tles placed in a f o r m a t i o n . Each 
bottle was labeled with the name of 
a sin, such as greed or selfishness. 

Daniel Sullivan, 14, and Zsombor 
Welker, 13, helped chi ldren "fish for 
d i sc ip les" by cas t ing a makesh i f t 
fishing pole with a magnet on the 
end into a blue wading pool in an at­
tempt to "catch" a metal paper clip 
with a picture of a disciple attached 

to it. 
"We wanted to do something for 

the church. I like being with the 
kids," Daniel said. 

Children also had the chance to 
create their own Mardi Gras masks 
using paper plates and feathers, or 
try their hand at "Noah's Ark Ring 
Toss" or the "Loaves and Fishes 
Bean Bag Toss." Meanwhile, 
Michael Walsh, 11, Emmanuel 
Lope,z, 12; and Joseph Buffone, 11, 
manned the bake sale. „ 

At the "Creation Story Face Paint­
ing" table, Laken Keeney, 11, 
painstakingly decorated children's 
faces with suns, moons, clouds, 
waves, fish and flowers, but also had 
another job during the carnival — 
Laken was crowned Mardi Gras 
queen. 

Applause and a few good-natured 
chuckles greeted the announcement 
of the surprise Mardi Gras king — 
Bishop Matthew H. Clark. 

"Our Mard i G r a s king is no 
s t r a n g e r to l eade r sh ip ... and he 
knows how to have fun. He's hip, he's 
cool, he's Bishop Matthew Clark," 
Bollenbach. said as she announced 
the royal pair. 

" I 'm honored , especia l ly s ince I 
can share royalty with Laken. It was 
a very unexpected and delightful 
surprise. I didn't know I was going 
to be the king of the Mardi Gras," 
Bishop Clark said. 
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 

Help W a n t e d 

HELP WANTED: Managers 
needed. INC 500 Christian 
based company 
www.yourbreaktofreedom.com/BJ 

.1ft m 
Manager (Full-time) 

Responsible for coordinating and implementing educational 
seminars at community sites. Excellent organizational, man­
agement, training and computer skills. Experience in elder-
care and/or healthcare services, budgets and marketing. 

Master's Degree or equivalent. 
Letter/resume to 

Sister Anne Maloy, 
Mercy Center with the Aging, 

327 Warrington Drive, Rochester, NY 14618. 
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Courier Classified 
20 WORDS for 15 

Electr ic ian 

Wilde 
Electric, Inc. 

RESIDENTIAL 
ELECTRIC 

-r SERVICE 

• Service upgrades 
• Generator switching systems 
• General electric items 

585-750-3903 

H o m e Hea l th C a r e 

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH 
AIDE: Available all hours. Full 
time needed. Excellent refer­
ences, 15 years experience. 
585-637-8895 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Ex|w-iirn(r in ultuc. 
lioiiM-hnkl nun my 
.mil cMurnrs 

Mig oi Small, H> ilo llirm Ml' 
473-6610/47^4357 

M Arluiijlmi Si Kixhc-Mn W I 1 
\Yl>OI»<»hr.7 

Travel 

Escorted Alaska 6/1-6/12, 
Nova Scotia by motorcoach 
6/7-6/16; Escorted Northern 
Europe Cruise 8/26-9/07. Call 
JUDY'S TRAVEL, Mt. Morris 
585-658-3030. 

GROUPS: 'The Producers'"-
Toronto. Nova Scotia, Smo-
key Mountains, New Orleans, 
Alaska, Branson. For brochure 
call; All Seasons Travel 585-
637-2119. 

House 
Cleaning 

SIMPUCmf CLEANING SER­
VICES: Jennifer Bennett, 
Phone 585-338-9865. Cell 

, 585-748-6328. Let us sweep 
your worries away. Fully in­
sured. 

R e m o d e l i n g 

NU*LOOK 
CABINET REFACING 

SINCE 1971 
SEE HOW EASY A 

NEW KITCHEN CAN BE! 
5 8 5 - 2 3 2 - 1 7 5 0 

!8B MC/VISA • 

H o m e ' I m p r o v e m e n t 

ATTIC TO BASEMENT: Any 
size water damage, drywall. 
plaster repairs vaulted, flat 
textured ceilings repaired, 
redone, repainted Painting, 
wallpapering Basement dry-
outs, waterproofing, clean-
outs, molds, smell elimination. • 
392-5076 

BASEMENT PROBLEMS? 
Dryouts,, wall repairs, water­
proofing. Eliminate molds, 
smells, unhealthy conditions 
Complete tearouts. cleariouts. 
cleanups. Make space use­
able or ready to sell Call 392-
5076. 

Roofing repairs/Gutter clean- j§ 
ing. etc TOP TO BOTTOM 8 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS. | f 
Call 585-338-9865 Fully in-g 
sured I 

Painting & Wallpapering ] 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 

textured ceilings walls 
ceilings repaired Insured pow-

erwashing 40 years 
serving the area 

DAN BURGMASTER 

, 585-663-0827 

Master CarpenterlSkilled Painter 
Over 25 Years of Beautifying Homes in the SY Area 

• Fxpen General C'arpentn 
• Unique Outdoor Decks 
• Quality Kitchen Renovations 

• Unused Basements.Finished 
• Faux Finish Painting 

• Wallpaper Borders Hung 

J .J . CLARKE 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

You've tried the rest now go with the best! 
Call for estimates: 585 -248 -2682 

http://www.yourbreaktofreedom.com/BJ

