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Jesus often took his disciples away 
from the crowds to be alone in a qui­
et place where they could talk and 
pray together. He walked among his 
friends and tapped them on their 
shoulders. "Who do the crowds say 
that I am?" he asked them. His 
friends answered quickly. They 
named John the Baptist, Elijah and 
several other prophets. 

Then Jesus asked them another, 
similar question. Peter gave the first 
answer. "The Messiah of God." Jesus 
immediately warned his disciples not 
to repeat that revelation tojanyone 
else. As a week passed, Jesus spoke 
very few words to his disciples. Then 
he called only Peter, James and John 
to come with him. 

Jesus walked ahead of his three 
friends in silence. Peter, James and 
John thought Jesus was troubled by 
something, so they did not bother 
him with questions. They walked up 
a worn path on a nearby mountain. 
When the path faded away into grav­
el and sparse shrubbery, Jesus 
continued walking. Then he found a 
grassy spot where he knelt down to 
pray. Peter motioned to James and 
John to kneel behind Jesus and to 
join him in prayer. 

Jesus stood up and walked further 
up the mountain. He motioned with 
his hands for his friends to stay 
where they were. He again knelt 
down to pray. A light shined on Jesus. 
It appeared to come from the sky, 
from the ground, from everywhere at 
once. Peter, James and John, who 
were exhausted from the climb and 

the lateness of the day, became wide 
awake and alert. Then two other men 
appeared with Jesus. 

The two men were Moses and Eli­
jah. They talked with Jesus within the 
path of the great light.-The three dis­
ciples were too amazed by what was 
happening in front of them to say any­
thing, and they could not hear what 
Jesus was saying. When Moses and 
Elijah began to disappear, Peter ap­
proached Jesus and tried to speak. 

"Master, let us make three tents, 
one for you, one for Mojses and one for 
Elijah." Before Peter had even fin-
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ished his sentence, a dense cloud cast 
a shadow over him and his friends. 
The darkness was so intense that Pe­
ter, James and John shivered with 
fear. 

Then a deep, powerful voice said, 
"This is my chosen son, listen to him." 
The cloud vanished and Moses arid 
Elijah were no longer with Jesus. 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Luke 9 

Q&A 
1. Why did Jesus take his friends to 

the mountain? 
2. Who appeared with Jesus in the 

light? 

1 111̂  
PUZZLE 

Match the people with their occupations, using 
the Bible references to help you. Answers on page 6. 

1. Oholiab (Exodus.38) a. engraver 

2. Paul (Acts 18) b. fisherman 

3. Matthew (Matthew 9) c. centurion 

4'. David (1 Samuel 17) d. tax collector 

5. Andrew (Mark 1) '__ e. priest 

6. Cornelius (Acts 10) f. tentmaker 

7. Eli (1 Samuel I) g. shepherd 
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