
Chaplain's exploits 
preserved on video 
Steve McMahon/CNS 

DUBUQUE, Iowa — The exploits 
of Father William J. Menster, a re
tired Dubuque archdiocesan priest 
and retired Navy chaplain who 
served as chaplain for a 1946-47 
South Pole expedition, have been 
preserved on video. 

"South Pole Padre," features the 
priest's role in Operation Highjump, 
an expedition directed by Rear Adm. 
Richard Byrd, the most celebrated 
polar explorer in American history. 

On the voyage, Father Menster 
oversaw religious services for 2,000 
men of all faiths. He led what is be
lieved to be the first (worship service 
held in Antarctica, blessed the con
tinent anddedicatejd it to peaceful 
purposes. ' 

"One of the reasons he did so well 
for the morale of his shipmates was 
because of his ability to sing and 
play the accordion and the guitar," 
said Msgr. Francis P. Friedl, one Qf 
those interviewed in the video. 

"South Pole Padre" was funded in 
part by the local share of the U.S. 
bishops' Catholic Communication 
Campaign collection. It was a joint 
project of Loras College Produc
tions, a production company at the 
Catholic-run college in Dubuque, 
and the Dubuque Archdiocese's Ed
ucation Resource Center and its Vo
cations Awareness Office. 

Operation Highjump, which in
cluded ,13 massive ships carrying 
4,400 men, was designed to explore 
the world's last unknown coastline, 
to train Navy personnel in cold-cli
mate operations and to discover the 
mysteries of the world's coldest con
tinent. 

"I got orders to report to the USS 
Mount Olympus in the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard," Father Menster ex-

SeniorLife 
plained. "There was a lot of specula
tion, secrecy about where this ship 
was going." 

Father Menster, whose travels 
have taken him to all seyen conti
nents, celebrated his 91st birtjhday 
with his twin brother Feb. 10. 

In the video, Eugene Van Reeth of 
Hendersonville, N.C., who spent 
many years in Antarctica on later 
missions, described Father Men-
ster's role. 

"The chaplain not only provides 
religious services, but he's there to 
help and counsel," he said. "He is al
so usually a recreation officer. The 
chaplain was one of the most impor
tant people we-had down there." 

In the video, Father Menster 
credits two Sisters of Charity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary from St. Mar
tin School in his home town of Cas
cade with planting the vocations 
seed at the start of his freshman 
year of high school in 1926 that 
eventually led to his ordination in 
1938. 

Father Phil Gibbs, director of vo
cations awareness for the Archdio
cese of Dubuque, considers "South 
Pole Padre" ideal for promoting re
ligious vocations among young peo
ple. 

"Ministerial priesthood is the vo
cation through which Father Men
ster has come to his fulfillment," he 
told The Witness, Dubuque's arch
diocesan newspaper. "He openly ad
mits that he never .Would have en
tertained the notion of becoming a 
priest if it had not been for his teach
ers — the good sisters —[ who saw 
something in him that he did not see 
in himself." 
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Father William J. Menster blesses an expedition team in the Antarctic Jan. i 
26, 1947. The priest, now retired and living in the Archdiocese of Dubuque, % 
Iowa, is featured in the new video "South Pole Padre." He celebrated what i 
is believed to be the first religious service on the polar continent. 
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Apartments 
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
1 bedroom second f Iocfr 
apartments now available 
$560.00 per month 

• Security 
• Independence 

• Convenient Location 

Currently Accepting Applications 

Please call (585)467-4544 

North Village Apartments 
2515 Culver Road 

(located near the Shire at Culverton) 

O 
O 

Enjoy gracious living in apartments and townhomes that feature comfort, convenience, 
privacy and the feel of a resort...alt within walking distance of beautiful Lake Ontario. 

I Basic Standard Cable Included 
I Community ("enter with Activities 
I Fitness Center 
I Swimming Pool 
('Professionally Landscaped 
I Gazebo & Picnic Areas 
I Intercom Access Entry 
I Pets Welcome 

• Spacious Floor Plans 
• Sunken Living Rooms 
• New Kitchens 
• Balconies & Patios 
• Laundry Facilities in Building 
• Walk to Beach 
• Minutes to Expressway 

1 Br/1 Ba Apartment. ~">0 Sq. Ft. from $645 • 2 Br/1 Ba Apartment. 960 Sq. Ft . from $" 
• 2 Br/1.5 Ba Townhome, 1.140 Sq. Ft., from $933 

For more information call 585.621.5440 
• o SPANISH GARDENS • 123 Spanish Trail • Rochester. NY 14612 ,.-

Office Hours: Mon. • Fri. 8:30 AM - 5.30 PM. Sat. 9:00 AM • 4:00 PM. Sun. 11 00 AM • -VOQ PM 
www.spanishgardens.homeproperties.com www.homeproperties.com PROPERTIES 
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