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WASHINGTON (CNS) — As a new 
presidential election year begins, 
politicians of all ideological stripes 
have their eyes firmly fixed on the 
big prize. 

But what do the U.S.Catholic bish
ops see as the necessary focus for 
the 2004 elections? 

"As Catholics, the election andthe 
policy choices that follow it call us to 
recommit ourselves to carry the val
ues of the Gospel and church teach
ing into the public square," the bish
ops' Administrative Committee said 
in "Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic 
Call to Political Responsibility." The 
document is designed to offer ablue-
print for electoral decisions based on 
Catholic social teaching. 

The bishops hope the ideas in\ 
"Faithful Citizenship" will make new ; 
inroads at the parish level, reaching 
more Catholics in the pews through 
resource kits, workshops for priests 
and deacons and more local sponsor
ship of nonpartisan candidate fo
rums and voter registration drives. 

The resource kits' aim is to pro
vide American Catholics with "a ba
sic education about Catholic social 
teaching" so that voters may draw on 
those teachings in making decisions 
about particular candidates and pol
icy positions, said Joan Rosenhauer, 
coordinator of the faithful citizen-
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U.S. voters cast their ballots in a 2002 election. The U.S. bishops have 
released "Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility," 
which is a blueprint for electoral decisions based on Catholic social teaching. 

ship program for the U.S. Confer
ence of Catholic Bishops.. 

"Faithful Citizenship" reviews the 
basic themes of Catholic social 
teaching — life and dignity of the 
human person; call to family, com
munity and participation; rights and 

' responsibilities; option for-the poor 
and vulnerable; dignity of work and 
the rights of workers; solidarity; and 
caring for God's creation — then 
looks at some specific policy deci
sions facing the United States today. 

The bishops condemn abortion, eu
thanasia, cloning, the death penalty 
and the intentional targeting of civil

ians in war or terrorist attacks. They 
call for the protection of marriage as 
a lifelong commitment of a man and 
a woman, a living wage, affordable 
health care and increased child tax 
credits that are fully refundable. 

The document urges more gener
ous U.S. policies toward immigrants 
and refugees; action to reverse the 
spread of nuclear, chemical and bio
logical weapons; "consistent political 
and financial support" for the United 
Nations arid other international bod
ies; and efforts to "humanize global
ization" and address its negative con
sequences. 
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their moral beliefs about marriage 
might have cut him some slack on 
the topic if he also hadn't tried a the
ological explanation. 

"From a religious point of view, if 
God had thought homosexuality is a 
sin, he would not have created gay 
people," Dean said. 

He acknowledged he's new at dis
cussing religious beliefs. Otherwise 
maybe he'd have thought about how 
he'd apply that same test to murder 
or bank robbery. Would God not con
sider those to be sins because he cre
ated the people who commit them? 

Meanwhile, the other major De
mocratic candidates also are trying 
to show their religious sides in vari
ous forums. " 

Massachusetts Sen. John Kerry 
and Ohio Rep. Dennis Kucinich were 
raised Catholic. Retired Gen. Wesley 
Clark became a Catholic after being 
raised as a Baptist, but usually at
tends a Presbyterian church. 

The other leading Democrats in
clude North Carolina Sen. John Ed
wards, a Methodist, and the Rev. Al 
Sharpton, a Pentecostal minister. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Web site 
www.beliefnet.com keeps a running 
summary of the candidates' com
ments about God, faith and religious 
rights. 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 

Help Wanted Electrician Home Repair 

Coordinator 
Priesthood Vocation 

Awareness and Discernment 
Becket Hall -Diocese of Rochester 

Seeking applicants to collaborate effectively with the Director of 
Priesthood Vocations Awareness to implement a dynamic priest

hood vocations awareness program for the Diocese of 
Rochester. Will collaborate effectively with the Director of 
Pre-Theology in the day-to-day operations of Becket Hall. 

Requirements include a demonstrated commitment to the value 
of ministerial priesthood with an appreciation of the diverse 

charisms of ordained and lay ministry. Applicants must possess 
competency in oral and written communication skills. 

Send cover letter and resume to: 
Barbara Pedeville, 1150 Buffalo Road, 

Rochester, New York 14624 
or e-mail: pedeville@dor.org 

Wilde 
Electric, Inc. 

Specializing iir 
RESIDENTIAL 

ELECTRIC j 
SERVICE 

• Service upgrades 
• Generator switching systems 
• General electric items 

585-750-3903 

Home 
Health Care 

Help Wanted 

HELP WANTED: Managers 
needed. INC 500 Christian 
based company 

ff wimyourbreaktofreedom.com/bj 

COURIER 
CLASSIFIEDS 

f( « RESULTS 

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH 
AIDE: Available all hours. Full 
time needed. Excellent refer
ences, 15 years experience. 
585-637-8895 

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS; 
Affordable rates for Plumb
ing, Electrical, Carpentry, 
Labor. Always on call for my 
customers. Call Tom 313-
0641 

Home Improvement 

ATTIC TO BASEMENT: Any 
size water damage, drywall, 
plaster repairs, vaulted, flat, 
textured ceilings repaired, 
redone, repainted. Painting, 
wallpapering. Basement dry-
outs, waterproofing, clean-
outs, molds, smell elimination. 
392-5076 

BASEMENT PROBLEMS? 
Dryouts, wall repairs, water
proofing. Eliminate molds, 
smells, unhealthy conditions. 
Complete tearouts, cleanouts, 
cleanups. Make space use
able or ready to sell. Call 392-
5076. 

Moving & Hauling 

Painting & 
Wallpaper 

Travel 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Interior 
painting, basement walls re-, 
paired & painted/wet base
ment problems, all type home 
repairs. NYS certified. Call 
392-4435. 

GROUPS: The Producers"-
Toronto, Nova Scotia, Smo-
Key Mountains, New Orleans, 
Alaska, Branson. For brochure 
call: All Seasons Travel 585-
637-2119. 

Remodeling 

BURG-MASTER 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 

textured ceilings, walls, 
ceilings repaired,. Insured, pow-

erwashing. 40 years 
serving the area. 

DAN BURGMASTER 
585-663-0827 

NiMXDK 
CABINET RERAQNG 

SINCE 1971 
SEE HOW EASY A 

NEW KITCHEN CAN BE! 
585-232-1750 

BBB MC/VISA 

Courier Classified 
20 WORDS for15 

LPN OR AIDE 
AVAILABLE FOR 

PRIVATE HOME CARE 
Affordable low rate, experienced. 

Excellent references. 
Leave message at 

323-9499 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Expencnrr in otfu c, 
household moving 
ami dcliwncs 

His »r Small Vlr do them AU! 

473-6610/473-4357 
2-S Arlinpon St. R<*hcMcr NY 14607 

NYDOTO657 

Master Carpenter/Skilled Painter 
Over 25 Years of Beautifying Homes in the NY Area 

• Expert General Carpentry 
• Unique Outdoor Decks 
• Quality Kitchen Renovations 
• Unused Basements Finished 
• Faux Finish Painting 

• Wallpaper Borders Hung 

J.J. CLARKE 
CONSTRUCTION 

You 've tried the rest now go with the best! 
Call for estimates: 585-248-2692 

http://www.beliefnet.com
mailto:pedeville@dor.org
wimyourbreaktofreedom.com/bj

