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Michael Theisen and his 16-year-

¥ old son, David, were among a coun-
R try full of television viewers who did-
8 n't believe what they’d just seen
§ during the Super Bowl halftime show
¥ Feb. 1.

“We looked at each other, and I

§ said, ‘What? What was that?,” re-
g called Theisen, who serves as dioce-
4 san director of youth ministry.

The incident — in which Justin

¥ 'l1mberlake exposed the right breast
4 of pop singer Janet Jackson by tear-
X ing off part of her top during a duet
¥ — has spawned national debate over-
) appropriateness on the. airwaves.
¥ Like many others, Theisen has done
§ more than just talk: He has taken ac-
& tion to voice his displeasure.

Two days after the telecast

# Theisen sent e-mails and faxes of
% protest to the National Football
¥ League; CBS, which broadcast the
8 Super Bowl; MTV, which produced
4 the halftime show; and Viacom, the
§ parent company of both CBS and
§ MTV. Also that day Theisen circulat-
¥ ed an e-mail appeal to approximate-
¥ ly 250 youth-ministry contacts at .
& diocesan parishes and schools, en-
§ couraging them to protest as well

§ “This was bothadirect invasion of
% family values as well as a poor and
d unfortunate message to young teens
§ of both sexes,” Theisen charged in
4 his e-mail comments.

Meanwhile, the Federal Communi-

B cations Commission has reported re-
g ceiving more than 200,000 com-
& plaints, and FCC Chairman Michael
@ Powell has ordered an investigation’
§ into the incident, which took place

5
Plerre Ducharme/Reuters
Janet Jackson reacts as Justin
Timberlake prepares to tear off part
of her costume at the end of their
halftime performance at Super
Bowl XXXVHI! in Houston Feb. 1.

during a telecast that attracted an es-

-timated ‘90 million viewers. Powell
stated that he was “outraged” by

what he termed “a classless, crass
and deplorable stunt.”

National Football League Commis-
sioner Paul Tagliabue added that “the
show was offensive, inappropriate
and embarrassing to us and our fans.
We will change our policy, our peo-
ple and our processes for managing
the halftime entertainment in the fu-
ture in order to deal far more effec-
tively with the quality of this aspect
of the Super Bowl.”

In an apology, CBS claimed that it
had no warning such an incident was
going to occur. MTV, in a statement,
said “the tearing of Janet Jackson’s
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costume was unrehearsed, un-
planned, completely unintentional
and was inconsistent with assur-
ances we had about the content of the

performance.” Yet both Timberlake

and Jackson, who apologized repeat-
edly during the ensuing week, said

the episode was a planned stunt gone

awry. |
Theisen asserted that a more seri-
ous issue than nudity was at hand on
Feb. 1.

. “If you're watching that as a 13—
14- or 15-year-old boy, that person
can’t help but put themselves in

(Timberlake’s) place for a minute . -
and store it in their own internal fil-

ing system,” Theisen told the Couri-
er. “I feel sorry for a woman who
now has to fight that much harder
with a guy who thinks hes being
cool.”

"Theisen said Feb. 9 that he had not
yet gotten a reply from the NFL,
CBS, MTV or Viacom. However, he
was pleased with CBS’s handling of
its Grammy Awards broadcast on
Feb. 8. The show was aired on tape
delay to prevent any Super Bowl-like
incidents, and Timberlake and Jack-
son were only allowed to keep their
scheduled appearances if they
agreed to issue further apologies.
Timberlake appeared on the Gram-
my show and once again apologized;
Jackson cancelled.

“Certainly the current, I think, was
strong,” Theisen said of the back-
lash. ‘

Ironically, he noted, the Timber-
lake-Jackson moment managed to
overshadow one of the most exciting
Super Bowls ever played, with the

‘New England Patriots winning 32-29

over the Carolina Panthers at Reliant
Stadium in Houston, Texas.
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