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! The Da Vinci Code

portrays

fictional Mary Magdalene

I've been getting a num-

ber of phone calls lately
§ from friends, all asking the
8 same question: Do I think
| Jesus was married to Mary
§ Magdalene?

hat’s not a question that I

X recall confronting in the

many decades of my life.

d But now a spotlight has beeni
# focused on it, with people of
§ all, and no, faiths speculat-

ing about it.

The reason the questlon is -
% being raised at this time is

no mystery. It has to do with
the best-selling book The Da
Vinci Code, by Dan Brown,

§ soon to be made into a

movie.”
The novel, and I stress it

k is fiction, not only claims
§ that Mary Magdalene was

Jesus' wife but maintains
they had a child and heirs,

B all of which was kept a se-
cret in the centunes to
f come. ’

And what did the Italian

§ painter Leonardo da Vinci

have to do with this fiction-
al tale? The author presents
him as a member of a clan-
destine organization charg-
ed with protecting this se-
cret.

The idea of a marned Je-
sus 18 so titillating to seme
that it even became the sub-

g ject of a late fall ABC spe-

cial titled “Jesus, Mary and
daVinci.” A number of peo-
ple, from authors to profes-
sors of religion, appeared in
interviews to debate the
subject. I think that anyone
who has studied church his-"

AntoinetteBosco

The Bottom Line

tory would agree that the fi-
nal product was a mishmash
-of par} truths, fables and
variedfpinions bearing lit-
tle relationship, if any, to
historiial handed-down
truths jaught by Chnst on
earth.

This whole question was
not new to me. 1 had the
privilege of doing religious
studies at Oxford Universi-

ty with a scholarly teacher, .

N.T. Wright, an impeccable
New Testament scholar. 1

learned about the noncanon-

ical writings that appeared
in the first few centuries af-
ter the death of Jesus Christ.
There were gospels suppos-
edly written by the apostle
Philip, Thomas, James (con-
stantly referred to as the
“brother” of Jesus), Peter,
and even, yes, Mary Magda-
lene, among others. ¢

By the time I was at Ox-
ford, much study had been

_ done on the documents dis-
covered near Nag Hamma- .

|di, Egypt, in 1945, which
| contained Gnostic writing,
an early Christian heresy.

This discovery brought new
popularity to the cache of
these apocryphal “gospels.”
As for the writers of these
Gnostic texts, Wright con-
cluded:

“They represent a new
movement entirely, which
has explicitly cut off the.
roots of the ‘resurrection’
belief in Judaism, its Scrip-
tures, its doctrines of cre-
ation and judgiment. Thisisa
form of spirituality which,
while still claiming the
name of Jesus, has left be-
hind the very things that
made Jesus who he was and

' that made the early Chris-

tians who they were.”
Ilearned then, and still be-
lieve, that the early Christ-
ian fathers ultimately un-
derscored the books we

have in the New Testament .
as the only true and author- .

itative ones based on study,
prayer and inspiration. I be-
lieve most religious scholars

would conclude that “sacred -

books,” written in the names
of the Apostles, discovered
later, were forgeries,

Without doubt, Mary Mag-
dalene is a very special
saini, beloved by Jesus, who
appeared first to her after
his resurrection because he
loved her dearly — as he
loves all of us. The Da Vinci
Code should be 35een for
what it is — a work of titil-
lating fiction.

Antoinette Bosco is a colum-
nist for Catholic News Ser-
vice,

Some lack
chance to
move home

To the editor:

. Therese Borchard’s col- *

umn “Parents should create
adults, not ‘adultolescents’™
was a brief but thorough de-
piction of the reality facing
many young adults after col-
lege. After getting the taste

of independence that college

provides, if not requires, I'm
sure.it pains most new grad-
uates at the prospect of mov-
ing back home if only tem-
porarily and regardless of
circumstances. The bright-
est- and most marketable
graduates can easily find

_ themselves unable to get the
start needed in order to sur-
vive without the support of a
solid home base.

My transition from col-
lege to living on my own was
just as difficult as many bud-

" ding adults today, not be-
.cause of a struggling econo-
my but because I did not
have the option of moving
back in with parents who
were separated and both
lived far away. Many times

. during the frequent chang-

ing of addresses and the
hunger for stability did 1
wish I could settle into adult-
hood and its responsibilities
without. the preoccupying
uncertainty that robbed me
of real joy and greatly limit-
ed a spiritual awareness 1
had grown to take comfort
in. I longed for the security
of home in order to prepare
more effectively for a pro-
ductive and simple life.
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In today's economic
strains, many parents are
finding themselves in simi-
lar difficult situations possi-
bly creating yet another
type of “adultolescent™ in
the near future. I've endured
my rocky years and have
come to believe that Faith
and Gratitude are still the
basic pillars toward freedom
no matter what our age and
circumstances.

Lorna M. Davi -

Milrace Drive
East Rochester

Battle waged
against evil

To the editor: :

- Comparison of soldiers
with abortionists is illogical
and goes beyond pro-abor-
tionists’ rationalization.

The unborn do not yet
have the gift of reason. The
born mature and learn to
choose between right and
wrong.

- The military
against governments who
can choose and prefer to kill.

In the days of St. Francis
there was no government
approved abortion, no possi-
bility of mass destruction,
and no speedy international
travel, ballistics ..

You faced your enemy.
The unborn can't.

Even in this day.there are
those who stay cloistered as
did St. Francis. A pupil of
his, St. Anthony, disagreed.

He went out into the public.

to teach the Franciscan mes-
sage and serve. We need
both prayeys and works.

St. Michael Archangel led
the faithful angels who
threw the rebels out of heav-
en.

David killed Goliath.

Christ threw money-
changers out of the temple
in righteous indignation.

There are "those who
choose to serve and protect
us and not let God’s truth and
good be demolished by those
who c¢hoose evil.

Otherwise, why did St.
Michael and other angels
eject the devils from heav-
en? The war between good
and evil flourishes on earth.
Pax et bonum.

Shirley F. Schuhart, ..
Third Order of St. Francis, .

Whalen Road, Penfieid
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