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i Thanks to parishioners at 8t. Ri:
fra's I‘mw\h in Websten six college

students from South Kovea, Taiwan
| and Japan got a taste of Chwistmas
1 for the Bivat time.

This past holiday season, four St,
Rita’s familiex apened their homes
jand hearta to students as part of
Christmas Intornational House, a

s

Hege in the United States with a
place to stay during the holiday
Hbreak. Founded-in 1965, it {a billed
b AN A peavemaking program, one that

# the viniting students to learn more
& about each others cultures,

E Inorder to partivipate, organiaa-
i tions, church groups or individual
4‘ families post a listing on the Christ-
B s Intérnational House Web site at
K www.christmazihorg, describing
B the area and community in which
;‘ they live and how many students
§they can hoat, Interestes students
& can browse the Web site to find host
g familiens in an area of the country
g they're interexsted in vixiting. Stu-
- Edents registering for the program
[pay $78, and also pay for their
f round-teip n'mmpurtmlm\ and the

<

Canin dae Coumier | Diocese afRod«mw' MY | Jamuary 22 2004 FM‘@deI

[they viait o take part in durving
| thetr stay.

10w sharing, and {t really brings
§the true meaniity of Christmas,”
§said St Rita's parishicaer Joyce
Hollander, who hax hosted students

Houne xince 198K,

Jamie Nieh, 21, iy from ‘Tatwan
and ix studying business at Pitis-
burgh Ntate Univeraity tn ansas.
Nieh stayed at Hollander's house
with JaMi- Lee, 20, who ix from
South Rorea and attends Concordia
University in California. Three oth-

]

Christian progeam that provides in- -
{ ternational students attending col-

j Wil allow both the host families and.

fooat of attractions and ?cnvmesv

through Cheistmas  International -

N Students share
\holldays, culture

or South Korean studams from Con-
cotdia University stayed with two
host families Hrom St Rita's,

Toru Rawagoe, 19, is from Japan
and {8 studying communications at
the University of Centval Oklahowa.
He stayed withoDave and Marti
Mauro and their 1. yom\old son,
Churis,

“Toru s a very gentle-spirvited
person,” Dave Mauro said, “bov
Chris he's like a big brother, and we
really.enjoyed it It was a groat ox-
pet‘ienee for us.”

When interviewed d\lving their
Dec. 19 to Jan. 2 visit to Rochester,
the students described tl}eh‘ oxperi-
ence with Christmas International
House as "awesome" and encour-
aped others to try it, Nielysatd while

international students are in school

they often feel homesick because
“the food is diffevent, evé\rything is
different. We feel lonel@v . we don't
have family here.” :

- Although there was a JOI to adjust
to — including Rochestet's winter

weather — the students said they

felt comfortable with th@h‘ host
familios, i

“It never snOws i mywounuy
never,” Nieh noted, \vhila Loe and
the other South Kovean students,

Yun Sun Kim, HyunJung Lee and So

Young Park, said they thought Ko-
rean winters were colder. '

During their wtay, the students
visited George Bastman House,
Rochester Muséum and Science
Center, Strasenburg Planetarium
and Niagava Falls. They also at-
tended a Rochestor Americany
hockey game, baked Christmas
cookies and went ice skating.

They may have been ot a-treak
from school, but the studbnts cer-
tainly weren't on a break from
learning. As they withessed their
host families celebrate Christmas,
they took part in gift-giving and

Mike CmpIICathollc Couﬂer

Six international ltudcnta attending college in the United States spent the
holidays with host families from St. Rita's Parigh in Webster as participants

in the Christmas international House program. During a Dec. 30 dinner at St

Rita's, Toru Kawagoe, & 18-year-old student from Japan, helps his host fam-
lly's son, 11-year-old Chris Mauro, use chopsticks.

learned about the Catholic Mass and
culture. They even got to know St.
Rita's parish wmm\mity

“They were part of the church
even though they weren't taking
part in the Eucharist. They become
part of your tamily,” Hollander said.

Mauro said his favorite part of the
experience was the cultural inter-

change that took place. Not only did
‘Kawagoe ask questions and learn

about American culture, he said,
but Kawagoe shared with them his
culture. Kawagoe gave the Mauros
a book on Japan, with one side of

‘each page in English and the other

in"Japanese. He also wrote the
name of each family member in
Japanese.

“[ felt a connection pretty quick,”
Mauro smd “He too.k us in, we took
him in."
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1.800.ACS.2345

Support the Amoyiu:m Cancer Suciety's fight against cancer
by selling daftodils in your company, school, or community
in Jannary and February! With the money raised. you will
help thousands of people affected by cancer. .

Call today to get started this month!

Www.cancer.org
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