
Christmas Appeal edges past goal 
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Mike Latona/Catholic Courier 

The Catholic Courier/Catholic 
Charities Christmas Appeal has met 
its 2003 goal of $48,000. 

According to Donna Stubbings, the 
appeal's coordinator, a total of 
$48,800 had been raised as of Jan. 20. 
That surpasses the final figure of 
$45,474 for 2002. 

The $48,800 represents an average 
gift of nearly $65, made by a total of 
755 donors, Stubbings noted that a 
single donation of $5,000 was key in 
the appeal reaching its goal. This 
year's appeal attracted 69 fewer 
donors than in the 2002 campaign 
wheri the average donation was $55. 

In addition to the $5,000 contribu­
tion, Stubbings stated-that every 
Christmas Afppeal gift helps make a 
difference. 

"Every year, without fail, we get a 
half-dozen envelopes with two sin­
gles (dollar bills) in it — from some­
body who could probably really use 
the $2 — and a note saying 'Sorry we 
cquldn't give more,'" said Stubbings, 
who alsb serves- as circulation man­
ager for the Catholic Courier. 

This marked the 34th year of the 
annual Christmas Appeal, a coopera­
tive effort between the Catholic 
Courier and diocesan Catholic Char­
ities that raises emergency funds for 
needy people and their families. 
Many recipients are working poor — 
holding down one or more jobs but 
unable to easily afford, or get other 
means of support for, such necessi-
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Wilson Tyrone Raggs recalls Dec. 3 how he received help from case man­
ager Renee Okafor and the Catholic Courier/Catholic Charities Christmas 
Appeal. 

ties as health insurance, food, trans­
portation or ren t 

Stubbings believes that ongoing 
support for this campaign is fueled 
by case studies documented in Couri­
er stories each year between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

"I would read about the neediest 
cases and would probably be in tears 
a lot of the time," Stubbings recalled 
about past stories. "YoU just can't 
imagine people who don't have 
enough money for a bus token to get 
to work, or to get medicine for their 
child." • 

Judy Taylor, diocesan Catholic 
Charities communications manager, 
agreed that the Courier publicity 
touches a special spot in donors' 
hearts. 

" What a gift of hope for those who 
will turn to the Catholic community 
for help," Taylor commented. "The 
Catholic Courier told the compelling 

, story of neighbors in need, ;ind read­
ers responded with compassion and 

generosity." ^ 
Donations are allocated to Catholic | 

Family Center in Rochester; Catholic \ 
Charities of the Finger Lakes; t 
Catholic Charities offices in Liv-'i 
ingston, Steuben, Chemung/Schuyler J 
and Tompkins/Tioga count ies ; | 
Catholic Charities Community and '{ 
Residential Services; Kinship Fami- '; 
ly and Youth Services; Bishop Sheen 1 
Ecumenical Housing Foundation; 5 

and various parish and community } 
services in Monroe County. ) 

Although the Christmas Appeal's s 
peak donation period is November •; 
through January, Taylor emphasized t 

. that donations "can be made year ). 
round — and are needed year \ 
round." 

"This winter is already extra 
harsh," she explained. "It will likely 
put many — who are without the I 
means to cope with additional med- g 
ical, transportation or heating ex­
penses — over the edge into crisis." 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Donations to the 
2003 Christmas Appeal are still be­
ing accepted through Jan. 31; any 
monies received after that date will 
go toward the 2004 appeal. Checks.— I 
payable to Catholic Charities Christ- i< 
mas Appeal — may be sent to Christ- § 
mas Appeal, P.O. Box 24379, | 
Rochester, NY 14624-0379 at any | 
time of year] ; | 

The HELP LINK Personal 
Emergency Alert System 
is like having someone 
there 24 hours a day. 
The system connects to your existing telephone, na additional 
line is needed. Your only cost is a one time Charge to install 
the system and a low monthly rental chargejof$ 18.00 
for the equipment and monitoring. 

DOMLC 
pTv&rfing what's important to your *mr 

MELPflJNK Call today for information 
585-461-6566 or 1-800-664-7613 

LPN OR AIDE 
AVAILABLE FOR 

PRIVATE HOME CARE 
Affordable low rate, experienced 

Excellent references. 
Leave message at 

323-9499 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Lx|x-uc-n<r in ul l i i 

hous rh t iM liioviny 

.Hid ( tcl l \ r i i r> 
Hifin Snuili H, d.llirm Ml' 

473-6610/47S4357 
'i:l A i l m ^ t o n Sr R.xhc-Mri \ \ 14t»o7 

Home Repair Remodeling 

CATHOLIC RADIO 

1460 AM 

Your Listener Supported Catholic Radio Station 

Bishop Sheen Dr. Ray Guarerxii Fr. Groeschel 

Mother Angelica Scott Harm Fr. Mitch Pacwa 

All God, AH the Time! 

THE StAtlon O F THE C'RPSS 

1 a \ dcductiMf- ik>Batumi can tx- tent to 

Holy Faro^l> C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
> Box 25433 

Rochester . New York 14625 
877-«8*-6279 • 

TWe W 

GENERAL HOME 
REPAIRS; Affordable rates 
for; Plumbing, Electrical, 
Carpentry, Labor. Always on 
call for my customers. Call 
Torn^ 313-0641 

Home improvement 

ATTIC TO BASEMENT: Any 
size water damage, drywall, 
plaster repairs, vaulted, flat, 
textured ceilings, repaired, 
redone, repainted. Painting, 
wallpapering. Basement dry-
outs, waterproofing,, clean-
outs, molds, smell elimina­
tion. 392-5076 

* BASEMENT: DRYOUTS wall 
repairs, waterproofing. Elim-
ina'te molds, smells, un­
healthy conditions. Complete 
tearouts, cleanouts, clean­
ups. Make space useable or 
ready to sell. Call 392-5076. 

BURG-MASTER 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
textured ceilings walls, ceilings 
repaired, Insured, powerwash-
ing. 40 years servmg the area 

DAN BURGMASTER 
585-663-0827 

I NtM€D§C 
L » - CABINET REFACING 

SINCE 1971 
SEE HOW EASY A 

NEW KITCHEN CAN BE' 
585-232-1750 

BBB MC/VISA 

Master Carpenter/Skilled Painter 
Over 25 Years of Beautifying Homes in the NYArea 

• Expert General Carpentry.. 
• Unique Outdoor Decks 
• Quaht>.Kitchen Renovations 
• Unused Basements Finished 
• Faux Finish Painting 

• Wallpaper Borders Hung 

J .J . CLARKE 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

You 've tried the rest now go with the best! 
Call for estimates: 585-248-2692 
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JOIN US MAY1: 
Producers" - Toronto Seneca | 
Casino. Nova Scotia, Smokey 
Mountains. Nsw Orleans, {j 
Alaska, Ft>r brochure call: All 
Seasons Travel 585-637-
2119. 


