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Essays encourage growth |

Jennifer Burke/Catholic Courler

What began as a homework as-
signment for 9-year-old Kyle Smith

turned into a ‘$50 reward and the.

chance to become a publlshed au-
thor.

Smith’s teacher, Annmarie Mis-
sell, frequently ‘asks her fourth-
grade class at Greece's Our Mother
of Sorrows School to write respons-
estothe monthly Kids’ Chronicle es-
say question in the Catholic Courier.
The Courier’s staff Judges all entries
submitted, and the winner receives

a $50 savings bond and has his or her

essay printed in a future edition.

“I like the faith-based questions,”
Missell said. “It reinforces what we
learn in class and it gives them a
chance to be creative.about it.”

In*October, Missell assigned her
students to write a response to the
question, “If Jesus were to visit your
church this weekend, what question
would you like to ask him?” In his re-
sponse, Kyle wondered why he was
able to live in a peaceful country and
enjoy freedom while other children
his age lived in war-torn countries

. where they constantly had to worry

)

about their safety.

“I didn’t realize how much he was
thinking about children in other
parts of the world and how grateful
he is for what he has,” said his mdth-
er, Michelle Andrews-Smith. “When
he saw it (in print) I think he even
surprised himself. It definitely was
a confidence-booster for him. We
were really proud of him, proud of

- his thoughts and his words.”

Andrews-Smith said she is glad
that Missell uses creative assign-
ments that prompt children to think
for themselves.

“(The contest) gave the kids an
opportunity to think about things
they usually don’t think about, like
their faith and their relationship
with God,” she said.

Students interested in testing
their minds and writing skills have
more than one essay contest to
choose froms as several Catholic
groups in the diocese sponsor annu-
al essay contests. THe Knights. of
Columbus, the Ladies Ancient Order
of Hibernians and Catholic Daugh-

"ters of the Americas each offer es-
say contests with a different nation- .

al theme each year.

For more than 10 years, Mary
Jane O’Connor served on the essay-
contest committee for Catholic
Daughters of the Americas Court
931 Nativity of Our Lady — Brock-
port. The contest usually garners a
good response, she said, with some-
times as many as 150 entries.

O’Connor said her Catholic
Daughters courf continues to offer

the contest because it benefits stu-
dents who participate. .
“It’s good preparation for a lot of
things,” she said. “I think the
thought process as much as putting
it in words is very beneficial. If the
parents show an interest them-
selves, that makes it even better.”
Mary O’Keefe, Monroe County

chairwoman for the Ladies Ancienb\
<

Order of Hibernians, said students
who participate in the orders essay

" -contest benefit by learning -about

both history and writing in general.
“This is the place that they study
those kinds of things that they don't

s
$

\ L*‘-L) Your home for family entertainment!
try the convenience of...

- DAYRENTALS

on every DVD in the store.
mcludmg new releases.. ‘

v&.
‘u\Ls o

\‘\\)05 (-(l yvﬁ

-Wegrmons— ==/~

5

Mike Crupi/Cathohic Couner
Mike Weber, a fourth-grader in Annmarie Missel’s class at Greece’s Our
Mother of Sorrow School, works on a writing assignment Jan. 8 along with ;
classmates Joe Grosser (from the back), Angelina Lippa and Lindsay ;
Appleman. Missel often assigns her students to write response’s to the
monthly Kids’ Chronicle essay question in the Catholic Courier.

normally study ... and it's good for
the-kids toknow how to write.ar es-

:say,” O'Keefe said.

Parents and educators-aren’t the
only ones in favor of writing con-
tests, however. Kyle said he enjoyed
participating in the Courier’s essay
contest_because “it was fun.” He
picked his topic, he said, because-"I
wondered what it was like to be a 9-
year-old boy in Iraq and what i was
like to live in’ a country where there
was war.”

Not only did Kyle have the oppor- }

tunity to sharpen his writing skills,
he was able t¢ learn more about him-
self. L

“I feel special because I live in the
United States where | am safe, hap-
py and free,” he said.
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