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‘Film has beauty but slow nérratWe

2
Anne Navarro/CNS
NEW YORK Evocative colors

and lighting t&rn'director Peter
Webber’s “Girl With a Péarl Ear-
ring” (Lions Gate) into an atmos-
pheric drama. But its slack narra-
tive and_slow pacing prevent this
character-driven film from fully
resonating with its Budience. *
Adapted from Tracy Chevalier’s

' best-selling novel, “Girl With a Pearl

Earring” provides a fictitious back-
drop to the eponymous, famed paint-
ing by Dutch artist Johannes Ver-
meer, played with glowering
intensity by Colin Firth. Cinemati-
cally, the film is a gem, imitating
with keen strength the painter’s cho-
sen palette of blues, yellows and
sepia-toned -hues. Screenwriter

. Olivia Hetreed, who worked with

Chevalier, understood the entranc-
ing power that unconsummated love
holds over an audience —afid has
kept the deeply felt passions sim-
mering just below the boiling point.

Sixteen-year-old Griet (Scarlett
Johansson), a good Protestant girl,
is forced to support her family after
her father, a textile paihter, has a
terrible accident that leaves him
blind and maimed. She finds em-

ployment as a servant in the

Lions Gate Films/CNS
Scarlett Johansson stars in a scene
from the film “Girl With a Pearl
Earring.”

Catholic house of Vermeer (her

mother warns her against the “bad
influence” Catholicism could have
on her), run under the severe eye of
the painter’s bourgeois mother-in-
law, Maria (Judy Parfitt). Maria has
what in today’s world would be

called a head for business, lobbying :

¢

wealthy patrons such as Master van’

Ruijverr(Tom Wilkinson) to buy Ver-
meer’s work, and thereby keeping
her perpetually pregnant daughter,
Catharina (Essie Davis), in the luxu-
riant style to which she has grown
accustomed.

When Vermeer forms an attach-
ment to Griet, whose interest in the
artist’s work allows her entry into
his world — carefully mixing colors
and cleaning his studio — Catharina
grows suspicious, then indignant.
But Maria, concerned mainly with
the bottom line, sees that Griet-as-

.muse means money and clandes-

‘tinely encourages the alliance be- -

tween painter and servant. Tensions

are heightened by van Ruijven’s las-

civious manner as he senses the
growing attraction and arranges to
Jhave Griet painted alone by Ver-
meer, hoping -to cause trouble.
Meanwhile, Griet entertains a mar-
riage proposal from her lover; the lo-
cal butcher boy (Cillian Murphy),
even as she grapples with her grow-
ing feelings for Vermeer.

Despite the friction created, the
actual story about a servant girl who
inspires a famous portrait by the

- ing. Johansson looks every bit the

<left by the wayside.

. tant, yet he is rhade almost laugh-
- able by a ridiculous, stringy, long-

" inappropriate for children under 13.

17th -century master is less involv-
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part with porcelam skin, liquid eyes
and full, ripe lips that seem to natu-
rally be pouting. But her character’s
growing interest in artistic pursuits
— de$pite her entrapment in a class
that is destined to serve others — is

Y

Firth’s Veprmeer 1s moody and dis-
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haired wig placed precariously upon
his head. The story’s v1llams are all
too conventional with their behind-
the-scenes machinations and selfish
motives.

“Girl With a Pearl Earring” has
moments of true beauty But it takes
more that fine cinematography to
create a totally moving film.

Because of a sexual encounter and
brief violence, the USCCB Office
for Film & Broadcasting classifica-
tion is A-III — adults. The Motion
Picture Association of<&merica rat-
ing is PG-13 — parents are strongly
cautioned. Some material ma#§ be
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Navarro is a part-time reviewer in
the Office for Film & Broadcasting
of 'the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops. . '
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EMPLOYMENT . SERVICES
. : Help Wanted ‘ Home Health Care Home Repair Moving & Hauling.
- AFFORDABLE RATES FOR R
ufeurm/\sssanoeur E K-D Moving &
L] general ome repairs. 5 [~
Sr. Pastoral Care Coordinator | |7, weofers i o LPN OR AIDE | sorere el e [Storage, Inc. ol
2 Re ldro}gzyg:':n Iorsc!sc z?ns ni PRIVATE HOME CARE pentry. Labqr. Always on caII Besehiold man g |
St. Ann’s Community is accepting resumes for a L Iesinacons - Ll Shils ASoetans fordable low rate. experienced g)r“ my r361gulc?é4 1customers addevenen =7
20 hour per week Sr. Pastoral Care Coordinator + Drvers + Service Coordinators ) Ezce"em references all Tom 313-0¢ - 473.6610/4734357
s . A + Community Integration Speciaitst eave message at 20 Aggten St Rochester NY 1007
to as§ust fn.the vmanagemen't 'of the department RN BLEN - As needed Job Coaches 393.9499 FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED YO e
in ministering to the spiritual needs of Visit our website at CEILINGS: re&valred. repaint- ;
the residents, famifies, staff and volunteers www.lifetimeassistance.org ed, installed Water damage, Remodeling

of St. Ann's Community. The Coordinator will
plan Communion, -Bereavement, Reconciliation

For more information or to apply on line!

You may apply in person at
Lifetime Assistance Inc.

and Anointing of the Sick Services.
In addition assist with weekend liturgies,
writes chapel bulletins, and represent the
Pastoral Care department in the absence
of the Director. Candidates must possess
a Master's degree in Theology, Divinity, or
Religion with three years minimum

related experience working with the eiderly.

Please send resumes to:

ST. ANN'S COMMUNITY
Human Resources
1500 Portland Ave.
Rochester, NY 14621
staiobs @stannscommunity.com

Courier Classified *
20 WORDS for*15

425 Paul Rd Rochester, NY 14624
Phone 5854264120 ext 3121
Fax 5854264755
Minonties are encouraged to apply

GENERAL

. Card of Thanks

' TO SAINT JUDE: Thank ybu

for favors received, S.P.

Sell your

C RAFTS

20wordsfor $15
Call 585.529.9530 .

[ —

Home Improvement

BASEMENT WALL REPAIR/
RESTORATIONS/WATER-
PROOFING: Reclaim your
basement! Allergies? eliminate

moid, mildew, musty smells, .

peelings & chalking. Selling?
pass Home Inspection, make
walls iook new. Senior dis-
count. Call 392-5076.

drywall, plaster repaiwrs No
job too smalt 392-5076

‘BURG-MASTER
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
dextured ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired,. Insured, powerwash-
ing. 40 years serving the area

DAN BURGMASTER

585-663-0827

L CABINET REFACING
SINCE 1971
SEE HOW EASY A °
NEW KITCHEN CAN BE!
585-232-1750
BBB MCNVISA

Master Carpenter/Skilled Painter
Over 25 Years of Beautifying Homes in the NY Area '
= Expert General-Carpentry

Travel

MOTORCOACH: 2/29-3/13
Flonda by motorcoach $899.
Alaska 6/1-6/12 escorted by

P Sabeto
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*» Unique Outdoor Deeks

* Quality Kitchen Renovations

* Unused Basements Finished
* Faux Finish Painfing

* Wallpaper Borders Hung

J.J.CLARKE
CONSTRUCTION

You've tried the rest now go with the best!

Call for estimates: 585-248-2692

Ward and JoAnn Dukelow;
. Nova Scotia 6/7-6/16, Escor- &
“ted Northern Europe Crunseﬁ
8/26-9/07. Call Judy's Travel.
Mt Mornis 585-658-3030

X

GROUPS: “The Producers” -
Toronto. Seneca Casino, Nova
To- Scotia, Smokey Mountains.
New Orieans,” Alaska, Bran-
son For brochure call Al
Seasdns Travel 585-637-2119
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mailto:staiobs@stannscommunity.com
http://www.lifetimeassistance.org

