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Film has beauty but slow narrative 
Anne Navarro /CNS 

NEW YORK - j - Evoca t ive colors 
and l igh t ing t u r n d i r e c t o r P e t e r 
Webbe r ' s "Gi r l With a P e a r l Ea r ­
r i n g " (Lions Gate ) into, an a t m o s ­
p h e r i c d r a m a . But i ts s lack n a r r a ­
t ive and slow pac ing p r e v e n t th i s 
c h a r a c t e r - d r i v e n film f rom fully 
resona t ing with its audience . * 

Adapted from Tracy Chevalier's 
best-selling novel, "Girl With a Pearl 
Earring" provides a fictitious back-
, drop to the eponymous, famed paint­
ing by Dutch artist Johannes Ver­
meer, played with glowering 
intensity by Colin Firth. Cinemati-
cally, t h e film is a gem, imi t a t ing 
with keen s t rength the painter ' s cho­
sen p a l e t t e of b lues , ye l lows and 
sep ia - toned hues . S c r e e n w r i t e r 
Olivia H e t r e e d , who w o r k e d wi th 
Chevalier , unders tood the en t r anc ­
ing power that unconsummated love 
holds o v e r an a u d i e n c e —~affd has 
kep t t h e deep ly felt pass ions sim­
m e r i n g jus t below the boiling point. 

S ixteen-year-old Gr ie t (Scar le t t 
Johansson) , a good P ro te s t an t girl , 
is forced to suppor t h e r family a f te r 
h e r fa ther , a t ex t i l e pa in te r , has a 
t e r r i b l e acc iden t tha t l eaves h im 
bl ind and m a i m e d . She f inds em­
p l o y m e n t a s a s e r v a n t in the 

Lions Gate Films/CNS 
Scarlett Johansson stars in a scene 
from the film "Girl With a Pearl 
Earring." 

Cathol ic house of Ver.meer (he r 
mo the r w a r n s her against the "bad 
inf luence" Cathol ic ism could have 
on her ) , run u n d e r the s e v e r e eye of 
the pa in t e r ' s bourgeo i s mother- in-
law, Mar ia ( Judy Parf i t t ) . Maria has 
wha t in today ' s wor ld would be 
called a head for bus iness , lobbying 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

Sr. Pastoral Care Coordinator 
St. Ann's Community is accepting resumes for a 
20 hour per week Sr. Pastoral Care Coordinator 
to assist in the management of the department 

in ministering to the spiritual needs of 
the residents, families, staff and volunteers 

of St. Ann's Community. The Coordinator will 
plan Communion,-Bereavement, Reconciliation 

and Anointing of the Sick Services. 
In addition assist with weekend liturgies, 
writes chapel bulletins, and represent the 
Pastoral Care department in the absence 
of the Director. Candidates must possess 
a Master's degree in Theology, Divinity, or 

Religion with three years minimum 
related experience working with the elderly. 

Please send resumes to: 

ST. ANNS COMMUNITY 
Human Resources 
1500 Portland Ave. 

Rochester, NY 14621 
staiobs@stannscommunity.com 
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We offer a variety of 
Programs and Positions: 

Residential Counselors • Community 
Living Instructors • Lite Skills Assistants 

• Drivers • Service Coordinators 
• Community Integration Specialist 

• RN & LPN • As needed Job Coaches 
Visit our website at 

www.l i fet imeassistance.org 
For more information or to apply on line' 

You may apply in person at 

Lifetime Assistance Inc. 
425 Paul Rd Rochester, NY 14624 

Phone 585-426-4120 ext 3121 
Fax 5854264755 

Mmonties are encouraged to apply 

GENERAL 
Card of Thanks 
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TO SAINT JUDE: Thank you 
for favors received, S.P, 

Courier Classified 
20 WORDS for *15 

Sell your 

CRAFTS 
20 words for $15 
Call 585.529.9530 

weal thy pa t rons such as Mas t e r van 
Ruijvefr^Tom Wilkinson) to. buy Ver-
m e e r ' s work , and . thereby keep ing 
he r perpe tua l ly p regnan t daughter , 
Cathar ina (Essie Davis), in the luxu­
r iant s tyle to which she has grown 
accustorned. 

When V e r m e e r fo rms an a t t ach­
men t to Griet , whose in teres t in the 
a r t i s t ' s work a l lows h e r e n t r y into 
his world — carefully mixing colors 
and c leaning his studio — Cathar ina 
g r o w s susp ic ious , then indignant . 
But Maria, concerned mainly with 
the bot tom line, sees that Griet-as-

. m u s e m e a n s money and c l andes ­
t ine ly e n c o u r a g e s t h e a l l i ance be­
tween pa in ter and servant . Tensions 
a r e heightened by van Ruijven's las­
c iv ious m a n n e r as he s e n s e s the 
growing a t t rac t ion and a r r a n g e s to 

^have Gr ie t pa in ted a lone by Ver­
meer , hoping to c a u s e t roub le . 
Meanwhile , Griet en te r t a ins a mar­
r iage proposal from her lover; the lo­
cal b u t c h e r boy (Cillian M u r p h y ) , 
even as she g rapp les with her grow­
ing feelings for Vermeer. 

Desp i te the friction c r ea t ed , the 
actual story about a servant girl who 
insp i re s a f amous p o r t r a i t by the 

17th-century m a s t e r is less involv­
ing. Johansson looks e v e r y bit t he 
pa r t with porcelain skin, liquid eyes 
and full, r ipe lips that seem to natu­
rally be pouting. But her cha rac te r ' s 
growing in teres t in ar t i s t ic p u r s u i t s 
— despi te he r e n t r a p m e n t in a class 
that is dest ined to s e rve o thers — is 

<left by the wayside. 
Fir th ' s Veprmeer is moody and dis­

tan t , yet he is m a d e a lmos t laugh­
able by a r id iculous , s t r ingy, long­
haired wig placed precar iously upon 
his head. The s tory 's villains a r e all 
too conventional with the i r behind-
the-scenes machinat ions and selfish 
motives. 

"Girl With a Pear l E a r r i n g " has 
momen t s of t r ue beauty. But it t akes 
m o r e that fine c i n e m a t o g r a p h y to 
c r ea t e a totally moving fjlm. 

Because of a sexual encounter and 
br ief v io lence , the USCCB Office 
for Film & Broadcas t ing classifica­
tion is A-III — adu l t s . The Motion 
Pic ture Association of-America rat­
ing is PG-13 — pa ren t s a r e s t rongly 
caut ioned . Some ma te r i a l m a ^ ' b e 
inappropr ia te for chi ldren unde r 13. 

Nava r ro is a par t - t ime r ev i ewer in 
the Office for Film & Broadcas t ing 
of the U.S. Confe rence of Catholic 
Bishops. , 
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SERVICES 

Home Health Care Home Repair Moving & Hauling 

LPN OR AIDE 
AVAILABLE FOR 

PRIVATE HOME CARE 
Affordable low rate, experienced 

I . Excellent references 
Leave message at 

323-9499 

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t 

BASEMENT WALL REPAIR/ 
RESTORATIONS/WATER­
PROOFING: Reclaim your 
basement! Allergies? eliminate 
mold, mildew, musty smells,^, 
peelings & chalking. Selling? 
pass Home Inspection, make 
walls look new. Senior dis­
count. Call 392-5076. 

AFFORDABLE RATES FOR 
general home repairs. 
Plumbing, Electrical, Car­
pentry. Labqr. Always on call 
for my regular customers! 
Call Tom 313-0641 

FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED 
CEILINGS: repaired, repaint­
ed, installed Water damage, 
drywall. plaster repairs No 
job too small 392-5076 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
J-XJK-IIC-IK I HI " t i l l 
li....«H,.J.t mi! 
.Hid ilc'livr-nc, 

> 473-6610/473-4357 
.'< \ l l l l l«I- 'M M K.«ll.M< , N-l I I. 

\V!>< >I"'II,V, 

Remodeling 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 

dfextured ceilings, walls, ceilings 

repaired,. Insured-, powerwash-
mg. 40 years serving trie area 

DAN BURGMASTER 

585-663-0827 

I NIMODK 
L . CABINET REFAONG 

SINCE 1971 
SEE HOW EASY A " 

NEW KITCHEN CAN BE' 
585-232-1750 

BBB MC/VISA 

Master Carpenter/Skilled Painter 
Over 25 Years of Beautifying Homes in the NY Area 

• Expert General Carpentry . 
• Unique Outdoor Detks 
• Quality Kitchen Renovations 
• Unused Basements Finished 
• Faux Finish Painting 

• Wallpaper Borders Hung 

J .J . CLARKE 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

You 've tried the rest now go with the best! 

Call for estimates: 585-248-2692 

Travel 

MOTORCOACH: 2/29-3/13 j 
Flonda by motorcoach $899. 
Alaska 6/1-6/12 escorted by j 
Ward and JoAnn Dukelow; 

. Nova Scotia 6/7-6/16, Escor- i 
ted Northern Europe Cruise ! 
8/26-9/07, Call Judy's Travel, g 
Mt Morns 585-658-3030 | 

GROUPS: T h e .Producers" - | 
Toronto. Seneca Casino. Nova H 
Scotia, Smokey Mountains, f 
New Orleans.' Alaska. Bran- $ 
son For brochure call AH |l 
Seasons Travel 585-637-2119 g 
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