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CCHD shines light on poor

¥ Rob Cullivan/Catholic-Courier

i The Catholic Campaign for Huy-
¥ man Development launched its
it fourth-annual media campaign this
i month to highlight the challenges
¥ low-income people face in America.
{ CCHD is the U.S. bishops’ domes-
# tic anti-poverty agency, and it has
¥ funded a range of efforts covering
H such areas as housing and economic
4 development to living-wage cam-
4 paigns and disability-rights efforts.
i In a statement, Father Robert Vitil-
@ lo, CCHD's executive director, noted
il that this year's campaign employs
i radio, TV and print advertisements
d as well as updates on its Web site at
§ www.povertyusa.org.

{  “The new print_campaign em-
#l ploys this country’s greatest sym-
§ bols of freedom and unity — the Lib-
g erty Bell, Old Glory and the Statue
§ of Liberty — to illustrate how we as
§ a nation can rally with those living
H in need, to help them break the
& bonds of poverty once and for all,”
# Father Vitillo said of the advertise-
ments. ' ‘

i Aspartof its campaign, CCHD re-
il leased a poll Jan. 12 during a press
% conference in New Orleans, La. The
§ poll measured attitudes toward —.
§ and awareness of — poverty in
§ America. Almost all of those sur-
} veyed — 96 percent — believe it’s
§ important to address poverty in the

United States. However, survey re-
spondents grossly underestimated
the number of poor people, with re-
spondents saying between 1 million
and 2 million are poor. Actually, 34.6
million people live below the feder-
al government’s poverty level of an
annual income of $18,400 for a fam-
ily of four, CCHD said.

Judy Tayfor, who coordinates ad-
vocacy and communications for
Cdtholic Charities in the Diocese of
Rochester, said CCHD funded the
following initiatives in the diocese
during 2003:

Monroe County:

¢ Sweat-free Schools, a program
of the Rochester Labor-Religion
Coalition, which is working with
youth groups to become advocates
for purchasing school uniforms not
made in-sweatshop conditions.

» Raise a Roof, a project of the In-
terfaith Action community organi-

- zation seeking to expand home own-

ership, improve public safety and

* revitalize gommercial districts near

Jones Park and Lyell Ave in
Rochester.

» Walk with You, a Cathohc Fami-
ly Center initiative connecting

'teams of volunteers with families in

transition from welfare to work,
grandparents raising grandchildren
or individuals recovering from
chemical addiction in tke Rochester
area. )

» Women's Coffee Connection, a
job-training program at the
Women's Coffee Connection Coffee
Shop in Rochester for women in
substance-abuse recovery.

Finger Lakes:

e The Farmworker Women's In-
stitute — which also serves women
in Monroe County — is working to
develop corifidence and leadership
skills in farm-working women by
improving English-language skills
and setting up mini-businesses. The
institute is expanding its services to
farm-worker women and their fam-

. ilies in several areas.

Southern Tier:

e The Tompkins Colinty Living
Wage Coalition's Workers' Rights
Center for low-income working peo-
ple. The center’s goal js to empower
low-wage workers to,change exist-
ing laws and employer behavior
with respect to fair treatment of
workers in the workplace; to pro-
vide information, referral, advoca-
¢y and support for workers.

Diocesan parishes collect dona-
tions for CCHD each September,

Taylor said. The donation total for

the 2003 collection is still being fi-
nalized, she said, but as of last count,
$73,883 was collected.

In 2002, she said, diocesan parish-
es cojtributed $74,144. Seventy-five
percent of that total, or $55,608,
went to CCHD's national office for

national distribution. The remaining
$18,536 collected was distributed to
the following diocesan agencies:

Catholic Family Center ’in
Rochester, $9,082.64; Catholic Char-
ities of Livingston County, $556.08;
Catholic Charities of the Southern
Tier, $4,819.36; and Catholic Chari-
ties of the Finger Lakes, $4,077.92
Regional committees distribute
grant money, she added. ,
Taylor urged diocesan Catholics
to continue to support CCHD.
“Giving to CCHD is putting your

. money where your faith is, support-

ing an effort that recognizes the
face of Christ in all; bringing rich
and poor together to work to change
the things in our world that keep
anyone from enjoying dignity and
justice,” she said.

IMcQuaid priest cleared of charges; reinstated

g Rob Culhvan/Cathohc Courier
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Jesyit Father John Costello, chair:

man of the religion department at-

§-Brighton’s McQuaid Jesuit High
-School, has been cleared of sexual-

| abuse charges and reinstated to his

| position and to his priestly ministry.
_B°  Inapressstatement, Jesuit Father

| Gerald J. Chojnacki, provincial of
the New York Province of the Soci-
ety of Jesus — who currently is out
| of the country — said the alleged vic-
tim had been informed that Father
8§ Costello had been cleared. Father
§ Chojnacki added that the province
§ welcomed the conclusion of the in-

- vestigation.

© “We lament the very trying time
¥ that this has been for Father Castel-
¥ lo, and we pray that he be well-re-
§ ceived by his many supporters and
R friends back into active mmlstry,
¥ he said.

Jesuit Father Richard Galligan,
§ acting provincial during Father Cho-
# jnacki's absence; said the person
§ who originally had made the abuse
{4 allegation against Father Costello

subsequently has w1thdrawn it.
Meanwhile, Father Galligan added,
investigators concluded the allega-
tion lacked substance.

School officials announced Father

Costello’s zeinstatement during a’

Jan. 7 student assembly. They said

. students gave a five-minute stand-

ing ovation to Father Costello, who
was present for the assembly.

“If there were any people who had
doubts (about Father Costello), they
weren’t in this building,” Father
Philip G. Judge, McQuaid’s princi-
pal, remarked at a press conference
the same day.

In mid-November, the Jesuit
province placed-Father Costello on
administrative leave pending inves-
tigation of the charges, which had
been brought by a person who — al-
most 24 years ago — was a minor at-
tending New York City’s Regis High
School, where Father Costello was
serving as a priest-in-training. Fa-
ther Galligan said a former Jesuit
priest who worked at Regis at the

- same time also has been accused of

sexual abuse by the same person. Al-
: . W

legations against the former priest
are still being investigated, he said.

During his suspension, Father
Costello was not allowed to function
as a priest or teacher, nor was he al-
lowed to work with children or
young adults.

Statements from McQuaid and the-

Jesuit province said an-independent
investigation of the charges had
found a lack of “reliable or credible
evidence to-substantiate the allega-
tion made against Father Costello.”
The province added that Father
Costello had fully cooperated with
the investigation.

McQuidid officials noted that Bish--

op Matthew H. Clark had been in-
formed of the province’s decision to
reinstate Father Costello and had
agreed with it.

Officials from McQuaid and the
Jesuit province said they were
pleased that Father Costello’s name
had been cleared.

" “We are delighted that Father

Costello is returning to McQuaid Je-
suit,” McQuaid President James E. .
Whelehan said in a statement.

‘Through the process of due dili-
gence, Father Cpstello was cleared
of any wrongdoing and his good
name and reputation have been re-
stored.”

Father Costello “emphatically de-
nied” the charges all along, McQuaid
had noted in a previous statement.

The Jan. 7 McQuaid statement quot- -

ed the priest as expressing gratitude

" for the support he had received dur-

ing the investigation.

“I am greatly relieved that my
name and reputation have been
cleared,” Father Costello said. "It
was an extremely stressful and dif-
ficult time for me. I thank God and
all who worked on my behalf to clear
my name. And, I am grateful for all
the prayer and support I received
during these months.”

McQuaid staff members had been
informed of Father Costello’s rein-
statement on Jan. 6, school officials
said. Parents and McQuaid trustees
were notified by letter of the inves-
tigation’s conclusion, according to
Francine Patella Ryan, McQuaid
spokeswoman. .
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