
Brighton parish marks jubilee year 
Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier 

BRIGHTON — Our Lady of Lour-
des Par i sh completed celebrat ing its 
75th a n n i v e r s a r y with ce remonia l 
lowering of its j ub i l eebanne r dur ing 
Masses the weekend of Dec. 27-28. 

The parish also recently enjoyedia 
visit from Bishop Matthew H. Clark, 
who celebrated a Nov. 23 Mass, in 
honor of jthe anniversary. 

Our Lady of Lourdes at 75 is a vi­
b ran t par i sh that combines a dedica­
tion to faith with a penchant for fun. 
For example , David Dowd, a 16-year-
old senior high youth-group member , 
acknowledged that he 's p layed eu­
c h r e wirh the g roup for such high 
stakes as M&M's and1 gummy candy. 

When the group is not gambling on 
parish property, it's engaged in more 
ser ious pursui t s , such as discussing 
spiritual and historical topics on Sun­
day nights, he said. He added that the 
group has played a role in bolstering 
his faith. 

"It kind of makes me want to go to 
c h u r c h b e c a u s e I want to see my 
friends from youth group," he said. 

David be longs to a pa r i sh tha t is 
home to 750 reg is te red families, and 
that was founded Aug. 1,1928, to ac­
commoda te the growing population 
of B r igh ton . ;Seve ra l ce lebra t ions 
m a r k e d the a n n i v e r s a r y year, in­
c luding M a s s e s and r ecep t ions in 
June highlighting the 40th ordination 
a n n i v e r s a r y of F a t h e r John L. O'­
Connor, pas tor since 1980. 

Fa the r O'Connor noted that he is 
cont inual ly insp i red to s e r v e his 
par ish ioners ' spiri tual needs . 

"I a m invigorated by the celebra­
tion of the sac rament s , especially a 
baptism, a funeral, a wedding, where 
you're really touching the family," he 
said. 
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Wade Cook (left) and his son, Brendan, position freshly cut Christmas trees 
Dec. 21 in the sanctuary of Brighton's Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. A spe­
cial Mass on Dec. 27, Holy Family Sunday, concluded the parishes year-long 
75th-anniversary celebration. 

Lourdes ' pas tora l minis ter , Sis ter 
of M e r c y Shei la G e r a g h t y , a d d e d 
tha t she sees the eucha r i s t i c sacra-
merit as an o p p o r t u n i t y to bo th 
s e r v e and be se rved by he r par i sh­
ioners . For e x a m p l e , s h e said, she 
of ten b r i n g s t h e E u c h a r i s t to t h e 
p a r i s h ' s shu t - ins , who a r e a l w a y s 
grateful . 

"I!m bringing the Lord to them, but 
1 come away saying they ' re br inging 
the. Lord to m e , " Sis ter G e r a g h t y 
said. "I have , m a n y t imes , walked 
away with t ea r s in my eyes because 
of what they 've said." 

For those who a r e able to a t t end 
Mass at the church, Lourdes offers a 
varied musical minis t ry di rected by 
Kathryn Weider, staff m e m b e r s said. 

Lourdes boasts an adult choir, chil­
dren 's choir, boys ' choir, gir ls ' choir, 
bell choir and " r e s u r r e c t i o n " choir 
for funerals. Suzanne Regan, direc­
tor of religious education, said she's 
par t icular ly impressed by the quali­
ty of the young people's singing. 

"I don't know where all these beau­
tiful voices come from, but they ' r e 
really good," she said. 

Of more questionable value is Fa­
the r O'Connor's dancing, which was 
v ideotaped when he went to the 
African village of Kowak, Tanzania, 
according to Miriam Barragan , who 
serves as a hospitality minister at the 
par i sh with her husband, Salvador? 
Mir iam accompanied Fa ther O'Con­
nor and a g roup of pa r i sh ione r s to 

Kowak in the fall of 2002 to visit 
Lourdes ' twin par ish of St. Brigit 's . 
There she witnessed the pastor cut­
ting a rug at a lively village celebra­
tion. When asked whe ther he was a 
good dancer, she was diplomatic. 

"It 's hard to get the rhy thm with 
the d rums , " she said. 

However , what ' s not to be ques­
tioned is Lourdes ' commitment to St. 
Brigit 's, which is a mission adminis­
tered by the Maryknoll Society. Ac-

xord ing to the parish history, the Tan-
zanian par i sh has rece ived t ens of 
thousands of dol lars from Lourdes 
since 1992. The mission includes St. 
Brigi t ' s Church , a heal th clinic, a 
school, two convents and houses for 
teachers . The poor par ish has rec ip- , 
rocated Lourdes ' generosity by send­
ing a n u m b e r of gifts, including an 
African c reche displayed at Christ­
mas t ime , and has also hosted such 
visitors as Fa ther O'Connor and Bar­
ragan. 

"You don't have enough words to 
explain your exper ience ," Bar ragan 
said of her gracious Tanzaruan hosts. • 
"They have no electricity, no running 
water. But you know someth ing? 
They have big, huge smiles." 

Meanwhile , the par i sh itself con­
t inues to develop new ministr ies , ac­
cording, to staff m e m b e r s like Don : 
S m i t h , youth-minis t ry coordinator . 
He noted, for example , that a group • 
of adul ts with whom he worked to \ 
prepa re confirmation candidates en - : 
joyed the expe r i ence so m u c h that ; 
they formed a small Christ ian com- •• 
munity that still meets regularly. It's l 
tha t kind of ongoing g rowth of the S 
par ish that makes him want to come ; 
to work, he added. | 

"It 's very hear ten ing for me , " he i 
said. "It m a k e s me feel like I 'm in : 
this for the right reasons ." t 
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RECOGNIZING 

•Local Catholic-school students 
w e r e recent ly honored by 
Rochester Museum, and Sc ience 
Center and M&T Bank. Eleyen-
year-old Amanda Domagola of 
Good Shepherd School in Henriet­
ta and 10-year-old Eugene Walker 
of Rochester's Corpus Christi 
School were named among the 10 
winners of the 2003-04 M&T Bank 
RMSC Young Visionaries Awards. 
A s winners, they received a year 
of programs at the RMSC, a one-
year membership for their fami­
lies, and behind-the-scenes tours 
and internship opportunities at 
the museum. They also received a 
$1,000 savings bond and Hie 
chance to be featured on WRWB-

TV Rochester's WB 16. Two stu­
dents from Brighton's Sienna 
Catholic Academy w e r e chosen as 
Young Visionaries finalists. 
Twelve-year-old Mary Boyle and 
13-year-old Kathleen Fluharty 
each rece ived free'family mem­
berships to the RMSC. 

• Knights of Columbus Council 
277 in Ithaca recently presented 
awards to three students at Itha­
ca's Immaculate Conception 
School. All of the seventh- and 
eighth-graders in the school wrote 
an essay about the rosary's mean­
ing in the development of faith. 
Eighth-grader Andrew Florino 
won first place, seventh-grader 
Kate Kamaromi won second place 
and eighth-grader Caitlin Schick­
el won third place. 
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