King Herod sends the Magl to fi ndjesus

Joe Sarnicola/Contributing writer

A very special baby had been born
in Bethlehem. His parents had
named him Jesus. Magi from a far-

away land had learned of his birth

and had set out to find him. Since
they were convinced this child
would one day be the king of the

Jews, they stopped at the palace of -

King Herod. They thought it was his
son that had been born. The king al-
lowed the Magi to come before him
with their questions.

“Where is the newborn king of the
Jews? We saw his star rising and
have come to do him homage.”

Herod had not had any children
recently, so he became angry that a
boy had been born that might be the
next king. He told the Magi he would
look into the matter and he would
call them back in. Herod then sum-
moned his scribes and priests, ask-
ing them where this baby might be.

One of the scribes said, “In Beth-
lehem of Judea, for thus it has been
written through the prophet: ‘From
you, Bethlehem, shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Is-
rael.””

Now that Herod knew where the

baby was, he called back the Magi,

so he could speak with them in pri-

" vate. He asked them when they had

first seen the star that had led them
to Bethlehem. Then he told them,
“Go and search diligently for the
child. When you have found him,
bring me word, that I too may go and
do him homage.” The Magi bowed
and left King Herod’s palace to look
for the newborn baby. -

As soon as the sun had gone down,
the bright star the Magi had been
following appeared in front of them
once again. They followed the star to
Bethlehem and found Jesus sleeping
in his mother’s arms.

Just as they had bowed to Herod in

reverence for his position as king,
the Magi bowed before Jesus, the
child who they knew would become
a very important man, the king of

" the Jews. They had brought expen-

sive gifts for Jesus — gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh — and they gave
these to his mother. Then they left to
visit Herod and to return to their
country. However, that night an an-
gel appeared to them in their dreams
and warned them not to tell Herod
what they had seen, but to return
home by a different route.
READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Matthew 2

Q&A

1. Why did the Magi stop to see
Herod?

2. What were the three gifts the
Magi gave to Jesus?

) " Friday, 7:00 p.m., Saturday- .

Using the Gospel of Matthew, circle the word that
correctly completes each statement. Chapter numbers have
been provided as hints. Answers on page 9.

1. (Emmanuel, Abraham) means “God is with us.” [1]

2. John’s message was (wake up, repent). [3]

M3. Man does not live by (prayer, bread) alone. (4]

F14. Jesus healed (Peter’s, Jacob’s) mother-in-law. 8]
15, Jesus gave his (12, 25) disciples authority. [10]
£ 16. Jesus was betrayed by his friend (Luke, Judas). [26]

7. Jesus said, “Go and make (captlves, dlsc1ples) [28]
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The Family
Resary
for Peace

on new station,
favorite times.

Holy Family Comhzunications,
Rochester’s Catholic radio
station, now is broadcasting

Fr. Cirtintione’s famous
Rosary program Monday-

Sunday, 6:30 p.m., WHIC,

1460 AMThls wonderful
’f}prayer ministry welcomes
' “and depends on your

kind support.
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for The Family Rosary For Peace.
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Family Rosary For Peace

Rochester, New York 14611
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