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David DiCerto/CNS

NEW YORK — Late in Mathieu
Kassovitz’s stylish psychological
thriller “Gothika,” its frayed heroine
declares that “logic is overrated.”
Given the narrative incoherence of
much of the movie, it is an opinion
obviously shared by the filmmaker.

Kassov1tz\nav1gates the murky
nether regions of the human mind,
crafting a gloomy tale of murder and
sexual depravity with a supernatur-
al twist. While he proves adroit at
creating suspense, it becomes ap-
parent that the eerie moodiness is a
diversionary tactic to distract atten-
tion from the poverty of the script.

Halle Berry plays Dr. Miranda
Grey, a criminal psychologist work-
ing in the psychiatric ward of a drea-
ry women’s prison where her hus-
band (Charles Dutton) is chief ad-
ministrator. She dismisses the satan-
ic rants of one of her patients (Pene-
lope Cruz) as the ravings of a trou-
bled mind, only to later discovering
the dark truths they conceal.

She then finds herself an inmate in
the asylum and the prime suspect in
her husband’s gruesome murder.

‘Gothika’ lacks a effective script

Robert Downey Jr. and Halle Berry star in the supernatural thriller “Gothika.”

Robert Downey Jr. plays a fellow
jailhouse shrink who helps her try to
salvage her sanity.

Berry effectively conveys Miran-
da’s spiraling disorientation as she
struggles to keep her mind from
plunging into madness.

On a more morally troubling note,
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subtle sexual imagery objectifies &
rather than empowers women.

Most cinematically interesting is
the prison itself, with crypt-like cell-
blocks and sepulchral corridors
metaphorically mirroring the laby-
rinthine tangles of Miranda’s twist-
ed psyche. But creepy atmospherics
can only carry the film so far.

Due to some gory violence, flashes
of shadowy nudity, as well as an in-
stance of rough language and occa-
sional crude language and profanity,
the USCCB Office for Film & Broad-
casting classification is L — limited &
adult audience, films whose prob- ¢
lematic content many adults would
find troubling. The Motion Picture
Association of AmericaratingisR —
restricted. '
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Warner Brothers/CNS

DiCerto is on the staff of the Office §
for Film & Broadcasting of the U.S
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

The #1 Catholic Book in the Country and a #1 Amazon.com Bestselier
An Amazon.com Top Ten Inspirational Pick of the Year

7% Christm
e give the Gzﬁ‘ 0/[ Heaven,..

Have you ever lost someone you loved? Have you ever been afraid of death?
Do you know someone whose spirits can use a lift this holiday season?

" €007 ‘L1 2quadaq | AN

If the answer to any of these questions
is yes, there is an amazing new book
that has just been rcleased by
Doubleday that will make you fecl
better than you cver have in your entire
life. 1t's called -1 Trave!/ Ciurde to FHeaven,
and it is being hailed as a modern
spiritual classic by top religious leaders
as well as famous celebrides throughout
the country. -

Quincy Jones says: "' This book is a work of joy,
harmony and celebration. It's sure to inspire
millions. "

Regis Philbin says: "It will be the best trip you
ever took. "

Susan Lucci says: "1've never read anything like
it before in my entire life. It's incredibly
inspirational. "

Fr. Benedict Groeschel says: " Amavzingly
lighthearted and engaging.. Prayer provoklng
and thought provoking. "

Raymond Arroyo of EWTN says: "An airy,
whimsical tour of the great beyond. What a trip!™

Fr. John Catoir says: "It makes you feel heaven is
mére wonderful than we had ever hoped.”

A Travel Courde to Fleaven is the best gfi
you can cvcer giVC to anynnc, l’L‘CﬁUSC
it is the gift of hope for cternal joy,
cxcitement, youth, vitahity, and [.fe!
Give the gift of heaven to someone
you love this Christmas.

ATravel Guide to Heaven can be purchased at Barnes&Noble.com, Amazon.com, or your local bookstore.
Go t6 www.travelguidetoheaven.com to enter the Ticket to Heaven Sweepstakes. Win a FREE trip for R
two to Paradise Island in the Bahamas! Also find out about the FREE CHRISTMAS GIFT with every purchase!
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while the film portrays Miranda as a ¥ S
strong, intelligent professional, it’s § g~
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