- DIOCESE SEEKS

Land sale to |

Boston promises not
to use parish funds
Meghan Dorney/CNS

BOSTON — In keeping with its
promise not to use parish, appeal or
capital campaign funds to finance a
record $85 million sexual-abuse set-
tlement, the Archdiocese of Boston
announced Dec. 3 that it would use
insurance money and sell a portion
of church property to pay for the set-
tlement.

The archdiocese plans to sell ap-
proximately 28 acres of land, about
half the area it owns in Brighton.
Nine acres of the parcel are con-
nected with the residence that
housed the heads of the Boston
Archdiocese for 75 years; 19 acres
are underutilized property belong-
ing to St. John’s Seminary.

“I did not want to have to use
parish funds, parish properties or

other diocesan agencies” to pay for’

the settlement, Archbishop Sean P.
O’'Malley told The Pilot, Boston’s
archdiocesan newspaper. :
The residence, he said, has a
“great historical and sentimental val-
ue,” but is the only large parcel of
land that the archdiocese has. While
he “would have preferred to have an-
other solution,” he said, he feels that
itis “very important for the archdio-
cese to step up to the plate and make
whatever sacrifice is necessary to
bring about a settlement and thus
further the process of healing and
reconciliatiop in the archdiocese.”
The archdiocese decided to sell

pay for lawsuit|
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Property surrounding St. John"s Seminary in Boston is going on the market §
to help pay a portion of the Boston Archdiocese’s $85 million clergy sexu- &
al-abuse settlement. About 28 acres of the archdiocese’s property in
Brighton will be sold including the former residence of the archbishop.

/

this land, “rather than to go into debt
permanently or divert monies that
could be used for Catholic education
or the ministries of the archdiocese

in the parishes,” said the archbish-

_op, who, when he became head of the

Boston Archdiocese, chose to live in
the rectory of the Cathedral of the
Holy Cross.

He added that the land and the
buildings are not “essential for us to
be able to carry on the mission of the
archdiocese.”

Father  Christopher Coyne,
spokesman for the archdiocese, said
while the archdiocese would like to

get the “best return” possible from §
the sale of the property, considera- §
tions other than money will be taken §
into account when selecting abuyer. ¥

“We're not just going to sell the §

property to the highest bidder,” he B ;

said. “Other factors need to be
weighed as well — what the buyer §
intends to do with the property, the §
past history of the company-or the §
buyer, how it will impact the neigh- §
borhood, how will it impact the &
chancery and the seminary.”

Contributing to this story was Anto- §
nio Enrique. .

Capital campaign reaches goal

The Diocese of Rochester an-
nounced Dec. 10 that its Partners in
Faith capital campaign has exceed-
ed its $50 million goal and continues
to raise funds.

Bishop Matthew H. Clark ex-
_ pressed gratitude to those who have
pledged to the campaign thus far,
and urged those who have not con-
tributed to help continue the cam-
paign’s momentum.

“It is fitting that.as'we approach
Christmas, this time of generosity

and goodwill, that we should achieve

an - historic record in diocesan
fundraising locally by exceeding $50
million — before the campaign even
is completed,” Bishop Clark said.
“This truly is a remarkable achieve-
ment. 1 am very grateful to all who
have given gifts large and small, and
encourage others now to help us
reach even higher as the campaign
continues. Join us in this astonishing

display of spirit and generosity. We
are not done as yet, and every dollar
raised will help us plan and provide
for the future.” .

Launched in April of this year, the
campaign is parish-based, meaning
that diocesan parishes had individual
campaign goals and that half of the
money they raise will be returned to
the parishes. Several parishes are
still conducting their campaigns, and

- 14 others are preparing to start dri-

ves that will continue through March
2004.
Out if its share of campaign pro-

7ceeds, the diocese will fund endow-

ments for Catholic schools, Catholic
Charities and faith formation."Pro-
ceeds also will be used to enhance
the priests’ pension fund, provide for
such capital projects as the renova-
tion of Sacred Heart Cathedral and
construction of the new Pittsford
campus for St. Bernard’s School of

Theology and Ministry.

The diocese announced that many
individual parishes — including Sa- |
cred Heart Cathedral Parish — had §
exceeded their goals, and that four
parishes raised more than $1 million §
each. The campaign netted several §
five- and six-figure gifts, as well as

~ one pledge for $2.5 million. More §

than 25,000 households in the diocese §
have contributed to the campaign so §
far. ]

“I believe the campaign’s name §
says it all,” Bishop Clark said. “Ro- §
man Catholics truly feel they are |}
partners in the many miristries that §
help our children, assist the needy
and those who are disadvantaged,
strengthen families, provide care for g
the elderly, build and bholster the lo- &
cal church. And we so generously
support this work as a matter of §
faith, in our God, our local church #
and our community.”
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