Essays offer
perspective

To the editor:

I do so enjoy Father
Richard McBrien’s com-
mentary. For those of us still
hoping to keep alive the
spirit and promise of Vati-
can II, his voicing of con-
cerns shared by many
Catholics is water in‘ the
desert. He provides histori-
cal perspective, judicious
analysis, and advocacy of
changes that can only
strengthen the Church.

Most people, sadly, know

little of the history of the pa-
pacy or, for that matter, the
history of the Roman
Catholic Church. Without
some understanding of both
it is all too easy to be a blind
believer in whatever seems
to have the authority, most
recently, of the Vatican. The
Pope is not an oriental po-
tentate, but the head of a liv-

ing, vibrant and diverse

church of nearly one billion
people. .
Father McBrien reminds
us of that, and of what a rich
heritage we share as
Catholics. May God bless
him and his commentaries!
James S. Taylor
Aurora

Allow all to
enjoy liturgy

To the editor:

Father McBrien worries
(Nov. 13) that Sunday litur-
gy will not have enough
dance, clapping, moving
around, and perhaps drum-
ming. Some people may in-
deed find that a method to
bette understand the
majesty and mystery of
God. It may bring them clos-

"er o an inner spirituality.

Other Catholics see litur-
gical expression in a more
contemplative light. They
view the new liturgists as
propounding an embarrass-
ment of kitsch. But since
these liturgists represent
the dominant culture of the
church, it is deemed un-
charitable to criticize them.

It is imperative, however,
and the liturgists are moral-
ly obligated to make room
for alternative styles and
points of view.
~ The Rev. McBrien should
not see charismatic services

as the only path to the God-
head. The 50 percent empty
seats in Rochester Sunday
services are not only a reac-
tion to abuse scandals, but
as much to liturgies and
preaching that does not take
into account the beauty and
tradition that once was the
Catholic Church.
Gerard E. Muhl
Rogers Parkway
Rochester

Calls column
‘refreshing’

To the editor:

Father Richard McBrien's
articles in the Courier seem
to raise an unusual amount
of anger among the paper’s
readers considering the fre-
quent negative responses in
the letters to the editor.
Here is one for a positive
comment on the good Fa-
ther. I know him to be a fair
and caring human being. As
I see it the readers do not ac-

" cept the fact-that he is not

politically correct but
rather tells it like it is. In
that respect I see his articles
as a refreshing trait in this
day and age.

He has made it clear in his
articles covering the Pope
that he is concerned that
special interest groups sur-
rounding the Pope in the
Vatican will dictate the di-
rection of our Church
should the Pope be unable to
do so. ’

I for one do not always
agree with his viewpoints,
but Father McBrien’s voice
like it or not is one that
should be heard.

John Compton
Sheldon Road
Honeoye Falls

1

Sees no irony
in ‘proposals’

To the editor:

Hooray! Father McBrien
finally wrote some opinions
that a great many of us can.
agree with (Nov. 13, “Re-
gressive liturgical changes
rumored”). The changes he
suggested are excellent and
many Catholics would love
to seem them go.into effect;
though, I did not understand
the term “regressive.” It
seems that going back to
pre-1960 Catholicism would
be progressive. Ah, well, the

liberals always did know
how to turn a phrase — es-
pecially the well educated
= Jesuits. Also, 1 don’t re-
member large numbers of
people walking out after the
tabernacle door was closed.

A simple request from the -

. priest usually stopped any
from leaving. Maybe the on-
ly teeny weeny suggestion I
could add would be that
seminaries be directed to
stop accepting practicing
homosexuals, and to stop
turning qualified “homopho-
bic” applicants away. We
should also resent being
called “so-called” Catholics.
What a guy. He sure knows
how to be inclusive in his
ministry. Apparently, what
he believes the hierarchy
should promote is more im-
portant to him than acting as
the servant of the universal

church. It seems as though
the Vatican may have dis-
covered that there are more
of us “so-called” traditional
Catholics than there are of
the. “regressive liberal”
Catholics. Woe be unto us.
What the liberal mind has
wrought in our American

church hierarchy and our

American government is
staggering. Maybe we

should make some of our -

churches skating rinks, as
Stalin did in Russia.

Dr. Anthony D’Amico

Canal Street, Lyons

Says column
stirs thought

To the editor: .

I always open the Courier
and read Father McBrien’s
“Essays-in Theology” first.

1 have time to read.
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Sometimes it is the only one &
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The other day someone
said to me, “I just hate Fa-
ther McBrien’s column. Did §
you read what he had to say }
about the Pope?” To which I §
replied, “Yes. I love the arti- §
cles he writes. He always j
gives me new insights into §
Church issues.” o

Father McBrien uses his B
knowledge of Church histo- #
ry to inform us about a dif- §
ferent approach to a prob- §
lem. An approach that 1 do &
not often hear. 1 like to grap- ¢
ple with these ideas as they
are a source of stimulation §
to my thinking. o

I find his information to §
have much merit. Thank
you, Father McBrien.

Barbara Bush ¢
Merrick Avenue
Manchester £
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