
Soft clothes, soft hearts guide group 
Mike Latona/Catholic Courier 

For somebody suffering from can­
cer, or for grieving parents whose 
baby has died at birth, 'tis the season 
to be something other than jolly. 

In the eyes of The Handiwork 
Ministry, these are the folks who 
most need to be remembered with 
loving gifts — at holiday time and 
throughout the year. 

Now in its fourth year, the Avon-
based ministry pools its talents and 
abilities to create clothing for peo­
ple in heed from Livingston and sur­
rounding counties. Items are dis­
tributed through Catholic Charities; 
hospitals; nursing facilities; 
Birthright; hospice care; domestic-
violence programs; and other crisis-
care agencies. 

The ministry, which totals ap­
proximately 10 regular members 
and several contributors, meets 
once a-month at St. Agnes School in 
Avon. 

"You don't have to have any kind 
of rel igious affiliation, jus t an inter­
est in needlework ," said Ju l ie Flana­
gan, who belongs to St. Agnes Par i sh 
and is a c h a r t e r m e m b e r of The 
Handiwork Ministry. Flanagan said 
the ministry is always hoping to ex­
pand its membership base and has 
taught its needlework skills to area 
Girl Scouts. 

Members collect donated materi­
als for knitting and crocheting, and 
often supply their own goods as well. 
T h e s e a r e t r a n s f o r m e d into s u c h 
i tems a s baby clothing; caps forspeo-
ple undergoing chemotherapy; and 
slippers for patients to wear during 
chemo treatments. 

More often than not, The Handi­
work Ministry targets people that 
mainstream society may have for­
gotten. "Life does have value, and 
it's up to us to see it and find it," 
Flanagan stated. 

One special project — making 
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Corinne Schillinger knits a hat Oct. 29 at Avon's St. Agnes School during a 
meeting of The Handiwork Ministry, which creates clothing for people in 
need. 

mosphere guides the ministry — 
"We all bounce ideas off each other," 
Schillinger said. However, 
Schillinger describes Flanagan as 
"our fearless leader" who goes 
above and beyond with record-keep­
ing and other organizational work. 
Flanagan, in turn, said she's grateful 
for the close friendships she has 
gained with fellow Handiwork Min­
istry members. 

"I've been disabled for four years, 
and these people have been such a 
source of support and encourage­
ment to me," said Flanagan, who has 
struggled with a-back injury and a 
hip replacement. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: For details about 
The Handiwork Ministry, call 
S8S/538-6431, 226-6108 or 226-2510. 

hats for cancer patients — began af­
ter a friend of Flanagan's had lost 
her hair due to chemotherapy and 
asked for something to cover her 
bare head. Another notable effort 
occurred last year when the min­
istry made blankets for babies who 
w e r e st i l lborn o r died within a few 
days of be ing born . Some p a r e n t s 
bur ied the babies in the Handiwork 
Ministry-produced clothing, and oth­
er families kept the items as me­
mentos. 

"We've had nurses tell us that 
parents have left the hospital, hold­
ing on to the blankets," Flanagan 
said. 

"We wanted to acknowledge the 
baby would remain bright in their 
memories," said one member, 
Corinne Schillinger, who originated 
the idea. 

According to Flanagan, The Hand­
iwork Ministry got started three 
years ago when she and other vol­
unteers made blankets for-a Catholic 
Charities of Livingston County-spon­
sored "baby shower" for underpriv­
ileged families. A collaborative at-
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MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD 
Please join us for this opportunity to prepare for 

the coming of the Lord this Christmas ' 
presented by 

Bishop Arthur Serrateiii from Newjersey 
Preaching weekend Masses December 13 and 14 

Monday, December 15, 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 16, 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 17, 7:00pm 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO CATHOLIC CHURCH 
3003 Dewey Avenue 

For more information please call 663-3230 

**\y^7hat they need is food, medicine, 
yy and clothes, and, most of all, 

lots of love — the love of Jesus." 

Angela and Kisse are two of the orphans lovingly cared for by 

Sisters in Tanzania. Their pa ren t s died from the AIDS 

vi rus . O t h e r chi ldren in 

the Miss ions are left 

o r p h a n s from w a r or civil 

strife. Some parents are 
so poor they need help 
caring for their little ones. 

Sisters throughout the 
Missions reach out with the 
love of Christ to serve the 
needs of these children, 
offering them the great 
""Good News" proclaimed 
by the angel that first 
Christmas; "a savior has 
been born for you." 

This Christmas, won't you offer a gift to our mission-family, 
through the Propagation of the Faith, to support those who, 
through their words and actions, reveal Christ's love and 
peace to the suffering and the poor? 
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Name _̂ 

The Society for T H E P R O P A G A T I O N O F T H E FAITH 
< ...a Pontifical Mission Society 

Please mail coupon to: Fr. Robert C. Bradler, 
1150 Buffalo Rd., Dept. C, Rochester, NY 14624 

\ My Christmas gift to the Missions... 

D $50 D$25 D $ 1 0 • $ (other) 

Address. 

City State _Zip_ 
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www.worIdmiss ions -catho l i cchurch .org 

http://www.worIdmissions-catholicchurch.org

