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WASHINGTON — Four decades 
ago, royalty, heads of state and im
portant government officials filled 
the Cathedral of St. Matthew the 
Apostle in Washington for the fu
neral Mass of President John F. 
Kennedy, who was assassinated on 
Nov. 22,1963. 

Forty years later almost 800 
everyday Catholics from across the 
region gathered at the cathedral to 
pray for and remember the slain 
president, who was the first Catholic 
to b e elected to that office. 

They prayed during a Mass of re
membrance offered on the anniver
sary day of President Kennedy's 
tragic death. 

In his homily, Father J. Bryan 
Hehir, outgoing president of 
Catholic Charities USA, said the 
Mass was "a time to reflect and to 
pray (in the place where) President 
Kennedy was entrusted into the 
hands of God for eternity." 

Msgr. W. Ronald Jameson, rector 
of St. Matthew's, was the main cele
brant. Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-
Mass., President Kennedy's 
youngest brother, and the senator's 
wife, Victoria, were also in atten
dance. 

Father Hehir described President 
Kennedy as a leader who sought "to 

Reuters/CNS 
Members of the Kennedy family pray as U.S. Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-
Mass., lays a flower at the gravesite of his brother, President John F. 
Kennedy, at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va., Nov. 22. 

change the world in which he lived." 
"He expanded people's sense of 

possibility and responsibility.... He 
captured people's imagination, in
terest and raised their hopes," the 
priest said. 

Dirt-dump deal done 
The City of Rochester reached an 

agreement last week with Most Pre
cious Blood Parish, Interf aith Action 
and residents of a west-side neigh
borhood on a revised plan to dump 
what Interfaith Action has termed 
"contaminated" soil in a former 
neighborhood landfill. 

Interfaith Action, a federation of 
churches, businesses and organiza
tions, announced the agreement in a 
Nov. 19 press release. According to -
Interfaith, the agreement calls for 
the city to hire Haley & Aldrich, an 
independent environmental-testing 
company, to monitor air, soil and wa
ter quality during the dumping and 
to report the results to a resident-led 
oversight team and the residents. 

Interfaith said the oversight team 
comprises city and neighborhood 
representatives who will monitor the 
dumping process. Father Gary Ty-
man, pastor of Most Precious Blood, 
is among those serving on the team. 
Haley & Aldrich, working with the 
oversight team, will have the power 
to stop the dumping-and-sifting op
eration if air and soil quality limits 

are exceeded, Interfaith said. 
The city also agreed to give Most 

Precious Blood and the neighbor
hood residents "timely advance no
tice" if any other dumping is pro
posed for the landfill. Interfaith also 
said the city's Department of Envi
ronmental Services will work with 
the parish and residents to deter
mine and fund alternative uses for 
the site. The city also agreed to mon
itor traffic around the site. 

Edward Poherty, commissioner of 
environmental services for the city, 
previously stated that the soil has 
been found not hazardous. However, 
Interfaith Action has led neighbors 
to fight the dumping plan, citing con
cerns over air and noise pollution 
created by the dumping process. 

The soil originated in a parking-
lot renovation project in Charlotte, 
but was mistakenly dumped in the 
Town of Greece. The city plans to 
dump it in a former landfill, which is 
located behind a school sports field, 
and a lot in which school buses are 
routinely parked. 

— Rob Cullivan 

The music for the Mass included 
Schubert's "Ave Maria," which was 
performed at the president's funer
al. A musical prelude featured Eng
lish composer Herbert Howells' 
"Take Him, Earth, for Cherishing," 
which was written in commemora
tion of the president's death and pre
miered in 1964 at the Washington 
National Cathedral. 

Earlier in the day, Cardinal 
Theodore E. McCarrick of Washing

ton led a private prayer service for 
members' of the Kennedy family at 
the Arlington National Cemetery 
grave site of the slain president. 

Attending that service were Sen. 
Kennedy; President Kennedy's 
daughter, Caroline Kennedy 
SchlOssberg, with her husband and 
children; and Ethel Kennedy, widow 
of another brother, the late Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, who was assas
sinated in 1968. 

Following the evening Mass many 
attendees stopped to view the mark
er in front of § t. Matthew's main al
tar that memorializes the spot where 
President Kennedy's casket was 

i placed during his funeral Mass. 
John Whelan, a longtime parish

ioner at St. Matthew, said he wanted 
to attend the anniversary Mass to 
honor and pray for the late presi
dent. 

A former employee of National 
Geographic magazine, Whelan said 
he can vividly recall the funeral's 
events. -

"I will never forget it as long as I 
live," he told the Catholic Standard, 
newspaper of the Washington Arch
diocese. "I remember standing 
along Seventh Street. There were 
thousands of people watching the 
procession and you didn't hear a 
sound. There was utter silence." 

Ron Linton, a former staff mem
ber in the Kennedy administration 
who also attended the Mass, said the 
40th anniversary of the president's 
death "is nojnore important than the 
39th or 41st7but what is important is 
to pray and to remember what he 
was, what he did and what we lost." 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS: The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Health 
NEED MORE ENERGY? Try 
the world's greatest vitamin! 
www.wgv4you.com. 

•K fMT 

to place an ad 

Home Improvement 

BASEMENT WALL REPAIR/ 
RESTORATIONS/WATER
PROOFING: Reclaim your 
basement! Allergies? elimi
nate mold, mildew, musty 
smells, peelings & chalking. 
Selling? pass Home Inspec
tion, make walls look new. 
Senior discount. Call 392-
5076. 

Home Improvement 

FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED 
CEILINGS: repaired, repaint
ed, installed. Water damage, 
drywall, plaster repairs. No job 
too small. 392-5076 

Home Improvement 
Roofing repairs/Gutter clean
ing, etc. TOP TO BOTTOM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
Call 585-338-9865 Fully 
insured. 

House Cleaing 
SIMPLICITY CLEANING 
SERVICES: Jennifer Bennett, 
Phone 585-338-9865, Cell 
585-748-6328. Let us sweep 
your worries away. Fully 
insured. 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
E*oc-ricnrc in oifirr, 
household moving 
and dclivcric-v 

Big m Small We dn [firm Ml) 

. 473^610/473-4357 
2.'! Arlington Si Rnrhrwt NY 14607 

NYDOT»Sfi57 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: In/Ex paint
ing, basement walls repaired/ 
new sump pumps installed, 
all type home repairs, yard 
maintenance and clean up. 
NYS certified. Call 392-4435. 

http://www.wgv4you.com

