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In 1863, Presxdent Lincoln pro-

® claimed a national day of prayer
¥ and Thanksgiving despite the Civil
% War that ravaged our nation. “We~
% have been the recipients of the

choicest bounties of Heaven. We

§ have been preserved, these many
& years, in peace and prosperity. We
¥ have grown in numbers, wealth and
& power, as no other nation has ever
& grown. But we have forgotten God,”
§ he said. :

It was Lincoln’s hope that thls day

of prayer and remembering God’s
d bounty would be an annual event;
2 indeed, in 1941, President Roosevelt
B signed a bill establishing the fourth
¥ Thursday in November as Thanks-
# giving Day.

Lincoln’s words are still relevant,

§ a reminder that we must ever turn
# to God for help, and to say thanks
g for all the good that is in our lives.

At this Thanksgwmg time, we
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thank God for our loved ones, fam-
ily and friends, the people who en-
rich our lives and make all that we
do daily have purpose and mission.
We thank God for the gatherings we
will all enjoy ‘and the bounty that
will adorn our tables, even as we
pray for those across the sea in our
military who will be absent from us
and facing danger; for the homeless
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and struggling families who will
have no feasts; fof the families who
have lost a dear one this year and
whose hearts will feel a longing no
feast can fill.

This is a time of great challenge .
for us, in our own community, our

nation and world. OQur society is
filled with tragic, escalating vio-
lence and disregard for any consis-
tent life ethic; our economy contin-

ues to struggle and many face the

. holidays unemployed; our society

can seem fragmented into factions
of self-interest; our institutions
struggle to offer hope and stability.

It would be easy for us to settle
into disenchantment and hopeless-
ness, to be overwhelmed.

-That is exactly why Thanksgiving
Day — a holiday shared by Ameri-
cans regardless of the name they
give God — is so important. It is a
day we can step back, surrounded
by those in whom we ground our-
selves, and count not all that is

|A time to treasure all thatis right

wrong, but all that is right.

So take time on Thariksgiving, es-
pecially, to count your blessings,
and do not forget God.

Thank God for the good people
and good things in your life and
world, a great bounty you will see if
you only look and think. Realize, too,
that you are being counted as a
blessing in someone else’s life, and
gain spirit and happiness from that
knowledge. Ask God to help you live
up to the loving, caring image held
by those who count on you when
they remember you in their prayers.

See all this good for what it is: a
great tool God has given you to find
the hope and confidence to fix those
broken things that you can fix in
your life, family and community.
And know that God always is work-
ing on the rest.

May God continue to bless you,

and may your Thanksgiving time be
filled with peace.
Peace to all.

CORRECTION

Father Vincent Panepinto, pastor of Rochester’s Corpus Christi
Church, was incorrectly identified in the caption for a photo on page 12
of the Nov. 20 edition. We regret the error. :

ALL SAINTS
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One in Faith, One in Knowledge,
One in Community
All Saints Catholic Academy will hold an Open House
on Wednesday, December 10, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.
Students from grades 5 through 7 are invited to attend.
Please call 429-6010 for information.
ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY
170 Spencerport Rd. Rochester, New York 14606
Phone: (585) 429-6010 + e-mail: ascjhdcs@dor.org
website: www.ggw.org/allsaints
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AS A VOLUNTEER

BELL RINGER

because...
homelessness is not a chozce
poverty is not a goal
emergencies are not planned.

Help to provide the resources necessary
for those truly in need in your community.

Call to volunteer as a bell ringer for the local Salvation Army Center
or Service Unit committee, Call toll-free or go on-line toady!

1-877-733-6041
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