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Choir leader logs 25 years
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GREECE — Ralph Zecchino insists that he doesn't seek a concert
atmosphere. Even so, Mass-goers
who hear the St. Charles Borromeo
sanctuary choir — which the 69year-old Zecchino has directed for a
quarter-century — may feel they
should have paid admission.
"Once in a while, people do burst
into applause," said Zecchino's wife,
Sandy, who is also a choir member.
Members' voices blend in with
flawless precision, backed by equally fine instrumental support. Hymns
on a recent Sunday ranged from the
powerful Malotte Lord's Prayer, to
the softly, sung Irish prayer ("May
the Road Rise Up to Meet You ... ")
after Communion, to a soulful "You
Are Mine" to end the liturgy.

Throughout the Mass, Zecchino alternated between conducting the
choir and spinning around to face
the congregation, energetically gesturing for them to join in. Usually by
the time a Mass is over, he said with
a laugh, "I'm exhausted." Yet to
Zecchino, it's paramount to encourage participation.
"I don't want dad or mom to say 'I
have a terrible voice.' They should
be singing and encouraging their
kids to sing. That's what it's all
about," he stated.
That means that the choir's, main
goal, despite its immense talents, is
to enhance the liturgy rather than
dominate it. "The one reason we're
here is to worship," Zecchino said,
Zecchino had a distinguished musical background prior to starting at
St. Charles. A Rochester native, he
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graduated from Heidelberg University and the American Conservatory
in Chicago. He began teaching in
Rochester at Madison High School
in 1961, and after eight years moved
to Greece Arcadia High School. In
1970 Zecchino
founded
the
renowned Greece Choral Society,
which he still directs, The group specializes in classical, oratorio, Broadway and popular music.
Zecchino had been a paid musician at several Protestant churches
when in 1978 he began at his own
parish, St. Charles. At that point the
choir had perhaps 10 or 12 members;
today there are more than 50 covering a wide age range. "I'm very conscious of having a feeder system,"
Zecchino said, noting that he actively pursues young talent.
He brought along one such musician, organist Marcia Sheremeta,
when he started at St. Charles.
Sheremeta has been there ever since
as well, holding her original role and
serving as director of music. She also teaches music in the Hilton Central School District.
Zecchino's connections have
helped in maintaining St. Charles'
high musical standards. Greece
Choral Society members and former
Greece Arcadia students — even
some non-Catholics—are among the
choir members.
The choir sings every other Sunday except during the summer, al-
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Ralph Zecchino, who has (directed
the choir at Greece's St. Charles
Borromeo Parish for 25 years, leads
parishioners in song during Mass
Nov. 2.
ternating between 9:30 and 11:30
a.m. Masses. It also gives public performances in such venues as nursing homes and the Greece Performing Arts Sacred Music Festival.
Highly regarded by his peers,
Zecchino has received numerous
awards and honors and has also been
an adjunct teacher at the Eastman
School of Music. He retired from
Greece Arcadia in 1995 but is still
going strong with the Greece Choral
Society and his part-time position at
St. Charles.
"I'll do it as long as I can, doing the
Lord's work," he said of his parish
choir involvement.
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What is a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)?
A CGA is a contract between you
and the Diocese of Rochester in
which you transfer ownership of
cash, securities or other assets and
receive a guaranteed
fixed
payment for life. Upon your death,
the remainder of your gift is
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One-Lift; Annuity Rates*
Age
Rate
65
6.0%
70
'6.5%
75 '
7.1%
80
* 8.0%
85
9.5%
90
11.3%

or diocesan program / agency.

New rates effective 07MM

•Minimum Gift $10,000
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Spacious one bedroom apartments starting at just
$297 includes utilities for ages 62+ and persons
with physical disabilities.
NEW KITCHENS • COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
PARTMENTS
CRAFT CLASSES • BINGO • BUS LINE
Supervised by NYS Div. of Housing & Community Renewal

100 DUNN TOWER DRIVE • ROCHESTER, NY 14606
585-429-5520 • www.dunntower.com
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Earn More,
Worry Less

Go with experience yotjxan trust..
Since 1975, GEN-SEE investors have done better for
5 Great Reasons:
• Regular monthly checks • No fees or commissions
• Low minimum initial investment...$5,000.00
• Term: 3, 4 or 5 years
• Rate of interest guaranteed for term of Certificate

Make a fresh start.,
RIGHT NOW
7.1% Annually

Gen-See Capital Corporation Call 1-800-507-4393

