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MORE LETTERS 
several reasons to avoid pre
mar i ta l sex, but I can ' t think 
of a b e t t e r r ea son than it 
j eopa rd i ze s our i m m o r t a l 
souls! 

Chris t ina VanLieshout 
Cadyville Road 

Livonia 

Not yet time 
l b the edi tor : 

E v e r y t ime I r ead Fa the r 
M c B r i e n ' s co lumn in the 
Catholic Courier m y feath
e r s ge t ruff led. F a t h e r 
McBr ien ' s e s say r e g a r d i n g 
"Pope J o h n Paul ' s r e s igna
tion would be an act of love" 
is the final s traw. Our Holy 
F a t h e r was chosen by Mary, 
the Holy Mother of God. She 
p ro tec t s h im with he r man
t le and he r loving a r m s . Our 
Pope su f fe r s m u c h for t h e 
C h u r c h and when J o h n 
Paul 's mission is completed, 
God will tell h im when to re
sign. I do not be l ieve tha t 
God would leave His Church 
in chaos without a leader. 

Patr ic ia A. Borucki 
Meadow Drive 

Spencerpor t 

Prices don't 
reflect effort 
To the editor: 

The ar t ic le "Workers r ide 
for equal civil r i gh t s " in the 
Oct. 2 issue of the Catholic 
Courier is the most promis
ing event concerning the in
justice toward our migrant 
workers . When I buy a beau
tiful head of l e t tuce for 
$1.00-$1.79 and ponder how 
tha t r ep re sen t s so m u c h toil 
by some person , I know tha t 
the p r i ce should be higher. 
When tha t happens , I hope 
t h e f a r m w o r k e r s will r e 
ceive a fair percen t of the in
c rease in cost. 

Many of m y neighbors a re 
da i ry f a r m e r s and t hey do 
not r e c e i v e an a m o u n t 
which would be fair for all 
the i r effort and expense . 

It 's t ime to r igh t the 
wrongs which have been the 
migran t worke r s ' plight for 
too long. 

Anita F. McGee 
John Green Road 

Dundee 

Are young adults more 
conservative than parents? 
Are young adult Catholics 

m o r e conse rva t ive or "or
thodox" than the baby-
boomer generation before 
them? 

, I t depends on whom you 
ask. 

Colleen Carroll , a St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch r epor te r who 
spent a y e a r in te rv iewing 
app rox ima te ly 600 young 
adults for he r book, The.New 
Faithful: Why Young Adults 
Are Embracing Christian Or
thodoxy (Loyola P re s s ) , ar
gues yes. According to Car
roll, young adul t s a r e 
r e j ec t ing an "eve ry th ing 
goes" spir i tual i ty, a l igning 
t hemse lve s with the de
manding God of .their grand
pa ren t s and par t ic ipat ing in 
t radi t ional devotions, such 
as the rosary. Like the grow
ing P ro t e s t an t evangel ica l 
movement that rel ies on the 
Bible for mora l direct ion 
about daily di lemmas, ortho
dox Catholics go s t ra ight to 
the Catechism of the 
'Catholic Church for all an
swers . 

A former theology profes
sor of mine at St. Mary 's Col
lege in South Bend, Ind., con
f i rms Carroll 's findings. 

"Students today a re more.. 
r igid in the i r faith," he ex
plained to m e over coffee 
the o ther day. In teaching a 
one-credi t cou r se on Cath
olic identity, he found the 
s tudents m o r e in teres ted in 
the moral code of the church 
and in euchar is t ic adoration 
than in a d iscuss ion of the 
s a c r a m e n t s o r Catholic so
cial teaching. 

It m a k e s sense that a 
g rowing n u m b e r of young 
Cathol ics p r e f e r a black-

ThereseJ. Borchard 
Our Turn 

and-white approach to faith, 
uncomfor table with ra is ing 
ques t ions that land in the 
gray. This s ame generat ion 
woke up to horrifying head
lines as they w e r e forming 
their belief sys tems and em
brac ing a set of at t i tudes to
ward their religion. 

But plenty of sociologists, 
youth ministers and Catholic 
th inkers d isagree with Car
roll 's a s s e s s m e n t of Gen-
Xers . 

J a m e s B. Davidson, soci
ologist at Purdue University, 
claims that Carroll has iden
tified a t r end a m o n g some 
20- and 30-somethings , but 
tha t accord ing to his re
search this conservat ism is 
not typical of their genera
tion. 

Mike Hayes , the associate 
d i rec to r of Paulist Young 
Adult Ministr ies, wri tes in a 
revrew of Carroll 's book; "In 
my expe r i ence as a young 
adult minister, I have found 
that young adults repor t that 
a s imple checklist of r ights 
and wrongs is exactly what 
they find unchal lenging 
about the church." 

Hayes agrees with Carroll 
that young adults a r e grasp
ing for "communi t i e s tha t 
speak to a sense of mystery, 

a s t rong sense of mora l i ty 
and a belief in absolute 
t ru th , " however they a r e 
looking for a new t radi t ion 
that is ne i the r black nor 
white. 

In their book, Young Adult 
Catholics: Religion in the 
Culture of Choice (Notre 
D a m e Press ) , four re
searchers found enough con
flicting responses among 
young adults to make it im
possible to categorize them 
neatly into one group. 

This has been my experi
ence as well. - ; 

I know that young adul ts 
c rave some of the tradition
al devotions that their grand
paren ts t reasured. My book, 
Our Catholic Devotions, was 
a su rpr i s ing hit among the 
younger genera t ion who 
wanted an explanation of the 
rosary^ Stations of the Cross 
and some other popular de
votions. 

At the s a m e t ime, when 
delivering a talk to this age 
group on the topic of roman
tic relationships, most were 
not in te res ted in detai ls of 
the church ' s s tance on co
habitation, premari ta l sex or 
contraception. They wanted 
prac t ica l adv ice on how to ; 
make a mar r i age work. 

Pe rhaps young adults a re 
more like eve ry generat ion 
before them, with as many 
approaches to faith as per
sonali t ies in a family, elud
ing all k inds of s te reo types 
and demand ing as many 
sizes as the church has to of
fer. 

T h e r e s e J. Bo rcha rd is a 
columnist for Catholic News 
Service. 
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