Students follow parents' footsteps
Jennifer Burke/Catholic Courier
When she was in fifth grade,
Cathy DiBellis (then Cathy Sipos)
had to write an essay about why she
loved her school, St. Patrick's in
Seneca Falls. The last line of her essay read "Most of all I like going to
St. Patrick's school because when I
get older I can be proud and say I
went to the same school my dad
went to when he was younger."
Not only did DiBellis' father, John
Sipos, attend St. Patrick's (he graduated in 1956), so did her grandmother, Catherine Maguire, a 1918
graduate. H e r three children also
attend the school, and by the time
her daughter Riley graduates in
2012, there will have been a century of St. Patrick's students in the
family.
This phenomenon is not unique to
DiBellis and her family — Catholic
schools throughout the diocese have
historically been filled with generation after generation of students
from the same family.
Sister Elizabeth Meegan, superintendent of diocesan Catholic
schools, said although there are no
statistics on the percentage of students who have parents that a r e
alumni of their school, the trend is
easy to spot. For example, she recently
asked
students
at
Rochester's Holy Cross School how
many of their parents had attended
Holy Cross.
%
"I think that three quarters of the
students raised their hands," Sister
Meegan said. "It is more likely that
people who experience Catholic
schools would want their children
to have that same experience."
Sipos agreed, saying that he
wanted his children to have a topnotch Catholic education.
"They were taught social values;
not just Catholic values, but social
values," he said.
Diane Huver, secretary at St.
Mary's School in Dansville, agreed
that Catholic-school students receive a more well-rounded education. Huver's children and husband
graduated from the school, as did
her husband's father and grandfather.
"We have the diocesan.curricu-
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the school with their children. She
thinks parents who are graduates of
the same Catholic school they're
sending their children to might be
more willing to get involved, because they have a vested interest in
and a history with the school. Bene- n
dict-Jones said she sent her children - (-i
to Immaculate Conception because O
of the "great experience" she had
n
o
there.
"It gave (me) a really strong foundation in terms of math and writing.
God could be spoken about and was o
o'
a part of the day," she said.
Jeannette Ciarico, a 1958 graduate of St. Ambrose School -in
Rochester, sent her daughter, Cathy
Battaglia, to the school because she o
liked the way the nuns ran it.
"You seemed to get more attention. It just seemed they took an interest. It was just the way they went
•<
about it; they made it enjoyable,"
O
Ciarico said.
Battaglia in turn sent her daugh- o
ter, Samantha Meadows, to the
school in part because of the lasting
friendships both she and her mother made while at St. Ambrose. They oo
both see former classmates on a
regular basis, and "it's like time never passed," Battaglia said.
Deanna Colombo, a 2003 graduate
of St. Ambrose School, said she enjoyed attending the same school as
both her mother and grandfather. 1
"St. Ambrose has all the class pictures hanging in the hallway. (Deanna) was always telling her friends,
'that's my mom, that's my grandpa.'
It's important to have a root system," said Colombo's mother, Sue.
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Diocesan Catholic schools have historically been filled with multiple generations of the same family. Samantha Meadows of Webster (left), her mother, Cathy Battaglia, and grandmother, Jeanette Ciarico, are all graduates of
Rochester's St. Ambrose School.
lum and standards and also the New
York state standards, so-there's
kind of a double goal that you have
to strive for," Huver said, noting
that the education students receive
doesn't stop at academics. "There's
a lot of parent, home, teacher and
school commitment. Everybody
gets involved. The kids are taught
that here — to volunteer, to help

their community." .
Huver's husband, James, a 1965
graduate of St. Mary's, thinks parent involvement is one of the reasons St. Mary's students are academically successful.
"If you're coming-here, your parents are struggling to provide the
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dollars to send you here and want to
make sure you do your best," he
said.
Michelle Benedict-Jones, a 1977
graduate of Immaculate Conception
School in Ithaca, has two children
enrolled in the school, which 58
members of her extended family
have either graduated from or attended.
Benedict-Jones is on the school
advisory and finance committees,

