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Polish parish sets Mass 
St. Stanislaus will 
honor pope Oct. \6 
Mike Latona/Catholic Courier 

Only the most momentous of. 
events rate the question, "Where 
were you when..." For Polish-Amer
icans, Oct. 16,1978, is one such date. 

On that day, the news that Cardi
nal Karol Jozef Wojtyla had been 
elected to the papacy — becoming 
the first Polish pope in history, and 
the first non-Italian pontiff in more 
than 450 years—prompted a joyous 
ringing of the bells at Rochester's St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Church. That 
evening, a hastily arranged Mass 
was celebrated inside St. Stanislaus 
before a standing-room-only crowd. 

Kathy Urbarifc recalled that earli
er in the day, a co-worker had bro
ken the news about the soon-to-be 
Pope John Paul II. She didn't believe 
him at first because; he was fond of 
telling Polish jokes, even though she 
wasn't particularly fond of hearing 
them. So she braced herself for the 
punch line that never, came. 

"Then my mother called me, and 
then a co-worker who's a (St. Stanis
laus) parishioner — all inside of one 
minute," she said. 

"I think everyone in the parish re
members the day he was elected. 
Our emotions ran from disbelief to 
incredible pride," added Urbanic, a 

historian who in 1991 released the 
book Shoulder to Shoulder: Polish 
Americans in Rochester, N.Y. 

"It was unthinkable a Polish car
dinal could be elected pope. My God, 
it was jubilation all over," said Eu
gene Golomb, president of the Polo-
nia Civic Centre, an alliance of sev
eral Polish-American groups in 
Rochester. 

Urbanic and Golomb, both parish
ioners at St. Stanislaus, are among 
the organizers of a 25th-anniversary 
Mass to be celebrated at the church 
Thursday, Oct. 16, at 6:30 p.m. Bish
op Matthew H. Clark — who in 1979 
was one of the first bishops appoint 
ed by Pope John Paul II — will be the 
presider. Jesuit Father John Podsi-
adlo, a native of St. Stanislaus Parish 
who now serves in Baltimore, will 
give reflections on the pope's quar
ter-century as head of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

The event also will involve neigh
boring parishes;- diocesan priests of 
Polish descent; and anyone else who 
wishes to attend the Mass and ensu
ing reception in the parish auditori-
umr It's being cosponsored by St. 
Stanislaus Parish, the Polonia Civic 
Centre and the Polish Heritage So
ciety of Rochester. 

St. Stanislaus, located at 1124 Hud
son Ave., is the largest Polish-Amer
ican parish in the Rochester Dio
cese. However, Urbanic noted that 
people the world over — Polish and 

} 

non-Polish, Catholic and 
non-Catholic — are plan
ning tributes to John Paul 
II on Oct. 16. 

"People are already call
ing him John Paul the 
Great, and his impact on 
history will be more visi
ble as time goes on," Ur
banic said, noting the 
pope's role in the fall of 
communism in Eastern 
Europe; his outspokenness 
on human-rights issues; 
and his frequent globe
trotting to promote the 
Catholic Church. 

"He's traveled all over 
the world ... all in the 
hopes of bringing more 
and more people to Chris
tianity," Golomb said. 
"People love him wherev
er he goes." 

Even so, Urbanic said 
that the 83-year-old pope 
— who has returned sev
eral times to Poland dur
ing his papacy — will remain most 
deeply beloved by those who share 
his ancestry. 

"He is so rooted to his homeland; 
his heart is so clearly there. For our 
people whose hearts are there too, 
it's an incredible bonding with him," 
Urbanic said. 

Urbanic and Golomb also re
marked that public perception of 

Arturo Mari/CNS 

Pope John Paul II listens to the songs and 
cheers of Lublin University students at the 
Jasna Gora monastery in Czestochowa during 
his first trip to Poland as pope in June 1979. . 

Polish-Americans — which hasn't al
ways been flattering — has shot up 
considerably since John Paul II as
sumed the papacy. 

"That big vat of Polish jokes evap
orated because he was such a great 
presence," Urbanic said. "It just 
seems that Polish people are finally 
getting some positive recognition," 
Golomb added. 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s 

ADOPTIONS: The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
let may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

C a r d o f T h a n k s 

Thank you Blessed Virgin 
Mary for favors received 
regarding health and medical 
tests. JMP 

Courier Classified 

Help W a n t e d 

President and Principal: Our Lady of Mercy High' School, a 
75-year-old ministry of the Sisters of Mercy, Rochester, NY, 
offers a unique opportunity for an experienced and visionary 
administrative team to work with a Board of Trustees, staff, 
faculty and students at a thriving college - preparatory 
Catholic school (grades 7-12), enrolling 600+ young women. 
Applicants should demonstrate a passfon for exciting students 
in lifelong learning, continuing Mercy's tradition of educational' 
excellence and articulating the charism of the Sisters of Mercy 
in an educational setting. Competitive salary and benefits 
commensurate with experience. Profile of Our Lady of Mercy 
High School and detailed job descriptions for the positions of 
President and Principal on our Web site: www.mercyhs.com. 
Positions available July t , 2004. By November 30, send letter 
of interest, resume and three professional reference letters to 
Dr. Deborah Dooley, chair, Administrative Search Committee, 
c/o Nazareth College, 4245 East Ave., Rochester, NY 14618. 

C a t e r i n g 

RESULTS 
for your small business' 

Call 585-529-9530 
fopS«ceaffacrftxfyr{ ' 

SPANISH T E A C H E R 
Siena Catholic Academy, 

Rochester, New York, 
340 students - Middle School. 
NYS Certification or working 
toward teaching certificate. 

». Send cover letter, resume 
and references to: 
Sr. Elaine Englert 

Diocese of Rochester 
1150 Buffalo Road, 

Rochester, New York 14624, 
or e-mail to: enQlert@dor.orQ. 

*r Lifetime ̂ Nssjstar»oe lno 
We offer a variety of 

Programs and Positions: 
Residential Counselors • Community 

Living Instructors • Life Skills Assistants 
• Drivers • Service Coordinators 

• Community Integration Specialist 
• RN & LPN • As needed Job Coaches 

Visit our website at 
www.lifetimeassistance.org 

Fortnore information or to apply on line! 

You may apply in person at 

Lifetime Assistance Inc. 
425 Paul Rd. Rochester, NY 14624 

Phone 5854264120 ext. 3121 

Fax 585-426-4755 
Minorities are encouraged to apply 

PERSONAL CHEF SER
VICES, CATERING, COOK
ING CLASSES 
Professional chef will prepare 
meals in your home. 
Recovering Patients, Busy 
Families. 721-2665 Chez 
Kathleen. 

Child/Senior Care 

COMPANION FOR: Seniors, 
III persons requiring assis
tance, and newborns. Provide 
transportation, light cooking. 
Reference available. Long/-
short term. For more informa
tion call 585-425-0943. 

Courier 
Classified 

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t 

BASEMENT WATER PROOF
ING & REPAIRS: Selling? 
Eliminate mold, mildew^, flak
ing; pass home inspections. 
New home? Prevent mold & 
water damage. Make walls 
look like new. 392-5076 

FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED 
CEILINGS: repaired, repaint
ed, installed. Water damage, 
drywall, plaster repairs. No job 
too small. 392-5076 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office 

household moving 
and deliveries. 

Big or Small, We do them AW 

473-6610/473-4357 
2S Arlington Si. Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOTS9657 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS - All 
TYPES: brick & cement step 
repairs, basement walls & 
garage foundation repairs. 40 

years experience. Al Meyvis 
Sr. 323-1007. 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: In/Ex paint
ing, basement walls 
repaired/new sump pumps 
installed, all type home 
repairs, yard maintenance 
and clean up. NYS certified. 
Call 392-4435. 

Travel 

JOIN OUR GROUPS -
Alaska, Nova Scotia, Smokey 
Mountains, Branson; Domin
ican Republic - February 
School Break; New York at 
Christmas; Biloxi; New Orleans. 
For brochure: All Seasons 
Travel and Cruise Center 
585-637-2119. 

Trave l 

MOTORCOACH - NASH
VILLE, PIGEON FORGE & 
RENFRO VALLEY Christmas 
Tour 11/17-11/23; New York 
12/16-12/18; Florida Super-
saver 2/29-3/13. Call Judy's 
Travel, Mt. Morris 585-658-
3030. 

Call 585-529-9530 
to place an ad 
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